University of Birmingham
News
Keep up to date with the latest news and events (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/events/index.aspx) from around the department and the wide-ranging projects our staff and students get involved with.
More news throughout the School of Government and Society (/schools/government-society/news/index.aspx)

Latest news
Tim Haughton reappointed joint editor of the JCMS Annual Review of the EU (/schools/government-society/departments/russian-easteuropean-studies/news/2014/03/joint-editor-jcms-annual-review-eu.aspx)
CREES Director Tim Haughton and Nathaniel Copsey (Aston University) have been reappointed as the editors of the Journal of Common Market Studies
Annual Review of the European Union.
Tuesday 4th March 2014

The Conversation: Crimea flashpoint raises stakes in Russia's regional power play (https://theconversation.com/crimea-flashpoint-raisesstakes-in-russias-regional-power-play-23863)
Written by Professor Stefan Wolff and Professor Tatyana Malyarenko (Professor of Public Administration at Donetsk State Management University). As
events in Crimea escalate and become a focal point in the broader struggle within Ukraine, between Ukraine and Russia, and between Russia and the
West, one key question is about Russia's larger game plan.
Monday 3rd March 2014

The Conversation: Crimea: the polarised peninsula threatening to rip Ukraine apart (https://theconversation.com/crimea-the-polarisedpeninsula-threatening-to-rip-ukraine-apart-23739)
Written by Professor Stefan Wolff and Professor Tatyana Malyarenko (Professor of Public Administration at Donetsk State Management University).
These are dangerous times in Crimea. While the ongoing crisis in Ukraine has exposed the division between the country's pro-Western and pro-Russian
populations, another divide is more clear-cut and arguably more imminently threatening: the divide between supporters and opponents of separatism in
Crimea.
Friday 28th February 2014

Saving Humans Blog: What is to be done? (http://savinghumans.org/2014/02/28/what-is-to-be-done/)
Written by Jonna Nyman. The blog posts this week have raised a series of questions about energy security. Conventional political thinking on energy
security has a narrow focus which emphasises the need to secure state energy supplies. Sustainability is largely ignored, as short-term economic
benefit is continually prioritised. The political and military survival of states is prioritised over environmental or climate stability, and human security. So
what is to be done?
Friday 28th February 2014

Saving Humans Blog: Energy security as human security (http://savinghumans.org/2014/02/27/energy-security-as-human-security/)
Written by Jonna Nyman. Not only are current patterns of energy exploitation a key contributor to climate instability, they also affect human security
directly.
Thursday 27th February 2014

ICCS seminar series podcast: Strategy a History (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2014/02/strategy-a-history.aspx)
On the 24th February 2014 Sir Lawrence Freedman launched his latest book (Financial Times book of the year 2013) as part of our ICCS Seminar
Series. This event took place in the Business School at the University of Birmingham.
Wednesday 26th February 2014

The Conversation: Ukraine a pawn in high-stakes global game with no quick win in sight for EU, US or Russia
(http://theconversation.com/ukraine-a-pawn-in-high-stakes-global-game-with-no-quick-win-in-sight-for-eu-us-or-russia-23670)
Written by Professor Stefan Wolff and Professor Tatyana Malyarenko (Professor of Public Administration at Donetsk State Management University). It
was just last Friday that the Ukrainian president, Viktor Yanukovych and three leaders of the parliamentary opposition – Vitaliy Klichko, Oleh Tyahnibok,
and Arsenij Yatseniuk – signed an agreement on how to end the two-month crisis that has engulfed Ukraine. They did so as the protests turned
increasingly violent, with up to 100 people killed in the days immediately before the agreement.
Wednesday 26th February 2014

Blog: Body / State in An Age of Austerity (http://polsis.org/2014/02/25/body-state-in-an-age-of-austerity-saturday-22nd-february-2014/)
On Saturday 22nd February, the University of Birmingham's Gender and Feminist Theory Research Group were delighted to co-sponsor and host the
PSA Women in Politics Specialist Group 's bi-annual conference. The conference was oriented around feminist scholarship that has sought to illuminate
the ways in which states and bodies are intertwined both in general and in an age of austerity in particular.
Tuesday 25th February 2014

Podcast: Foucault, Sexuality, and Sustainable Development by Dr Emma Foster (/schools/government-society/departments/politicalscience-international-studies/news/2014/02/foucault-sexuality-sustainable-development.aspx)
In this talk, Dr Foster applies the Foucauldian concepts of biopower and governance to ecology. She describes the rhetoric of the UN's sustainable
development policy documents as both gender conservative and heteronormative. She shows how demography itself is a biopolitical instrument and and
imagines how a queer approach to ecology might understand nature differently, and outside of the 'resources versus people' dichotomy.
Tuesday 25th February 2014

Saving Humans Blog: Energy security and saving humans (http://savinghumans.org/2014/02/24/energy-security-and-saving-humans/)
Written by Jonna Nyman. Energy security is increasingly the subject of headlines around the world. Most states rely heavily on fossil fuels to serve their
energy needs, and as these fuels are finite they will eventually run out. There is an ongoing debate over whether or not we already have or will hit 'peak
oil' in the near future, but either way there is increasing worry over the availability of, and access to, energy in years to come.
Tuesday 25th February 2014

Saving Humans Blog: Saving humans or saving states? (http://savinghumans.org/2014/02/25/saving-humans-or-saving-states/)
Written by Jonna Nyman. For some states, growing concern over energy security is turning them inwards as they attempt to maximise their own energy
supplies. Much of the US energy security debate is centred around the desire for energy 'independence', an enticing dream of a United States which
does not need to depend on anyone else. A key part of the solution presented by policy makers is to maximise domestic fossil fuel production...
Tuesday 25th February 2014

POLSIS European Studies workshop: Broadening Approaches to the European Crisis (/schools/government-society/departments/politicalscience-international-studies/news/2014/02/european-studies-workshop.aspx)
On Tuesday 11 February the POLSIS European Studies Research Group hosted a day-long workshop titled, 'Broadening Approaches to the European
Crisis: History, Theory, Responses'. The workshop aimed to bring together scholars currently working on the European/Eurozone crisis – based both
within and outside of the University of Birmingham.
Monday 24th February 2014

Saving humans Blog: World Government: Not Quite an Idea Whose Time has Come, but No Longer So Far from the Academic Mainstream
(http://savinghumans.org/2014/02/21/world-government-not-quite-an-idea-whose-time-has-come-but-no-longer-so-far-from-the-academicmainstream/)
Written by Dr Luis Cabrera. I can say without much reservation that I am one of the most avid students of world government alive today. Of course, I'm
careful when and where I say that…
Friday 21st February 2014

Saving humans Blog: Democracy, Rights and European Hopes in Turkey (http://savinghumans.org/2014/02/20/democracy-rights-andeuropean-hopes-in-turkey/)
Written by Dr Luis Cabrera. Today I want to shift the focus from India and the Dalit (former untouchables) human rights struggle to Turkey. The two may
not be obvious cases to treat in the same book or blog series, but in fact, some important issues intersect in both. In the Dalit human rights case,
activists struggling on behalf of a category of persons within a country assert that those persons' rights are being systematically violated.
Thursday 20th February 2014

Saving humans Blog: Applying Global Pressure to Domestic Justice Issues: India's National Campaign for Dalit Human Rights
(http://savinghumans.org/2014/02/19/applying-global-pressure-to-domestic-justice-issues-indias-national-campaign-for-dalit-human-rights/)
Written by Dr Luis Cabrera. Yesterday I wrote about field research I had conducted among unauthorized immigrants in the US and Europe, as well as
with immigration authorities and activists. I thought it could be appropriate to follow that up with a brief discussion of some current field research which
intersects in some significant ways with the concerns of the Saving Humans initiative.
Wednesday 19th February 2014

Saving humans Blog: Studying Global Ethics in its Lived Contexts: Unauthorized Migration and Global Citizenship
(http://savinghumans.org/2014/02/18/studying-global-ethics-in-its-lived-contexts-unauthorized-migration-and-global-citizenship/)
Written by Dr Luis Cabrera. I started my professional (post-university) career as a journalist in Seattle for The Associated Press, the global newswire
service. Wire service work has a reputation in the trade as a bit of grind, and there were indeed plenty of overnight shifts spent rewriting local newspaper
copy for the wire.
Wednesday 19th February 2014

IGS podcast: "Wir sind das Volk": 1989 and East German Memorials. (/schools/government-society/departments/political-scienceinternational-studies/news/2014/02/wir-sind-das-volk.aspx)
Anna Saunders (University of Bangor), '"Wir sind das Volk": The Dominance of 1989 in Memorialising the GDR'. Seminar co-hosted with the Department
of Modern Languages (German Studies).
Thursday 13th February 2014

IRiS Podcast: Struggles against subjection: the consequences of the criminalization of migration on migrants' everyday lives
(/schools/government-society/news/school-wide/2014/02/struggles-against-subjection.aspx)
Speaker: Dr Agnieszka Kubal (University of Oxford). Migration, Citizenship and Diversity: Questioning the Boundaries Seminar Series.
Thursday 13th February 2014

Mother Teresa: the 'demon' saint (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/news/latest/2014/02/mother-teresa-demon-saint.aspx)
The late Mother Teresa, one of the world's highest-profile religious figures, was accused of being mad, vain, evil, and also of having an inappropriate
relationship with a priest who was her spiritual director, according to newly published research from the University of Birmingham.
Monday 10th February 2014

Amy Binstead, BA Education and Sociology (1st year) (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/undergraduate/courses/edu/education-sociology.aspx)
Current student Amy Binstead talks about her experience on the BA (Hons) Education and Sociology undergraduate course in the University of
Birmingham.
Thursday 6th February 2014
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