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Latest news
After 75 years, the Dalai Lama is more important than ever (http://theconversation.com/after-75-years-the-dalai-lama-is-more-important-thanever-37499)
Written by Dr Tsering Topgyal. It is three quarters of a century since the Dalai Lama's coronation as the temporal and spiritual leader of Tibet. He is now
almost 80-years-old and still presents a dilemma for Western leaders, who routinely come under pressure from Beijing not to meet him whenever he
visits their countries.
Tuesday 24th February 2015

Moscow holds aces as bombing rattles shaky Ukraine ceasefire (http://theconversation.com/moscow-holds-aces-as-bombing-rattles-shakyukraine-ceasefire-37879)
Written by Professor Stefan Wolff and Professor Tatyana Malyarenko (Professor of Public Administration at Donetsk State Management University). .
Just as the latest peace deal to stabilise Ukraine was being put into place, a bomb exploded in the city of Kharkiv, killing two people and injuring at least
ten, while another was found and defused in Odessa.
Monday 23rd February 2015

Podcast: The Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict: Current Discourses and Future Perspectives (/schools/government-society/departments/russianeast-european-studies/news/2015/02/nagorno-karabakh-conflict-event-feb.aspx)
This one day conference discussed the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict which is one of the most complex and protracted ethno-territorial conflicts in the postSoviet space. It focused on the role of local and regional actors and the current political and academic discourses on the conflict.
Friday 20th February 2015

Labour talks tough on banking reform, but little will change (http://theconversation.com/labour-talks-tough-on-banking-reform-but-little-willchange-37674)
Written by Dr Huw Macartney. Given the scandals, bonus increases and plummeting lending to small and medium-sized British businesses, reform of
the banking system is likely to be a hot topic in the run-up to the general election. It is not surprising then that Labour has launched its plan on banking
reform, which proposes measures to improve competition within the banking sector, lending to smaller businesses, and the culture of banking itself.
Tuesday 17th February 2015

POLSIS Seminar on Greek Elections Highlights Expertise in POLSIS (/schools/government-society/departments/political-scienceinternational-studies/news/2015/02/greek-elections-seminar.aspx)
A Special POLSIS Departmental Seminar Showcases the expertise of two new members of staff.
Friday 13th February 2015

Recent Media Appearances Highlight Strength of POLSIS Research (/schools/government-society/departments/political-scienceinternational-studies/news/2015/02/media-appearances.aspx)
Numerous appearances by staff in the media show the strength and breadth of research in POLSIS.
Friday 13th February 2015

Ukraine ceasefire announced at Minsk summit – what next? (http://theconversation.com/ukraine-ceasefire-announced-at-minsk-summitwhat-next-37532)
Written by Professor Stefan Wolff. After all night talks in the Belarusian capital Minsk, the outcomes of the four party talks in the so-called Normandy
format (Ukraine, Russia, France, and Germany) have neither brought a major breakthrough or a complete disaster. As a deal, it is not a solution, but
perhaps a step towards one.
Friday 13th February 2015

The international media is failing to report the Syrian war properly (http://theconversation.com/the-international-media-is-failing-to-reportthe-syrian-war-properly-37290)
Written by Professor Scott Lucas. February 2015 has already seen some major developments in Syria's four-year conflict. At the start of February,
rebels launched more than 100 rockets into Damascus and the Assad regime fired mortars on areas of its own capital, hoping to discredit the

insurgents. At least six people were killed in the attacks.
Tuesday 10th February 2015

Greek Election 2015 (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/perspective/greece-election.aspx)
Dr George Kyris and Dr Sotirios Zartaloudis reflect on Syriza's victory in the Greek election and discuss what it might mean for the rest of Europe.
Thursday 5th February 2015

The cyber threat to the United Kingdom (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/news/thebirminghambrief/items/2015/02/cyber-threat-uk-05-0215.aspx)
Written by Gavin E L Hall (Doctoral Researcher in POLSIS). When the new government takes office in May 2015 one of the first tasks will be to initiate a
Strategic Defence and Security Review (SDSR).
Thursday 5th February 2015

Podcast: The Greek Elections: Results and Implications (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2015/02/greek-elections.aspx)
The Department of Political Science and International Studies (POLSIS) Departmental Seminar. Speakers: George Kyris and Sotirios Zartaloudis
(POLSIS)
Thursday 5th February 2015

As its power grows, is the ECB overstepping its mandate? (http://theconversation.com/as-its-power-grows-is-the-ecb-overstepping-itsmandate-36997)
Written by Dr Nicole Scicluna. The European Central Bank (ECB) symbolises the strange mix of politics and technocracy that marks EU governance.
The bank was pushed to centre stage by the eurozone debt crisis and the unwillingness or inability of Europe's national governments to come up with
timely solutions. Its rise as a political actor started while it was led by Jean-Claude Trichet, but it has become much clearer under his successor, Mario
Draghi.
Thursday 5th February 2015

Ed Balls pledges £30 billion to English regions – and that's not all (http://theconversation.com/ed-balls-pledges-30-billion-to-englishregions-and-thats-not-all-37138)
Written by Chris Game. Two noteworthy things happened in Milton Keynes on Monday morning. Ed Miliband chaired the first meeting of Labour's
English Regional Shadow Cabinet – comprising mainly leaders of councils and combined authorities. And, as a curtain-raiser, shadow Chancellor Ed
Balls announced that, if Labour forms the next government, it will transfer £30 billion-worth of funding for housing, transport, business support,
employment and skills training to England's regions.
Thursday 5th February 2015

How stable is Saudi monarchy after King Abdullah's death? (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/news/thebirminghambrief/items/2015/01/howstable-is-saudi-monarchy-29-01-15.aspx)
Written by Professor Scott Lucas. On 23 January, Saudi Arabia's King Abdullah died at the age of 90 and was succeeded by his half-brother Salman,
79, one of the last sons of Saudi Arabia's founder Ibn Saud. The regime is keeping a watchful eye on dissent, including in the mainly Shia Eastern
Province, and on internal security amid concerns over returning fighters from conflicts such as the Syrian crisis.
Friday 30th January 2015

Podcast: EU as an international security actor (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2015/01/eu-as-an-international-security-actor.aspx)
The Department of Political Science and International Studies (POLSIS) Departmental Seminar. Speaker: Adrian Hyde-Price (Gothenburg), Discussant:
Derek Averre (POLSIS/CREES).
Friday 30th January 2015

Podcast: International Relations: All That Matters (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/activity/conflict-cooperationsecurity/news/2015/01/international-relations-all-that-matters.aspx)
The talk introduced Professor Ken Booth's latest book, which seeks to provide an accessible but sophisticated understanding of international relations
for those with no specialised knowledge of the field (which is almost everybody in the world).
Friday 30th January 2015

Lebanon is cracking under the pressure from Syria and Iraq (http://theconversation.com/lebanon-is-cracking-under-the-pressure-fromsyria-and-iraq-36167)
Written by Dr Christalla Yakinthou. Lebanon has always been a complicated jigsaw, but despite years of war, regional conflict, and meddling in its

affairs, it has displayed a tremendous ability to absorb tension. But the threads that hold this fragile country together are rapidly starting to fray.
Wednesday 28th January 2015

Ukraine sliding towards all-out war despite mediation efforts (http://theconversation.com/ukraine-sliding-towards-all-out-war-despitemediation-efforts-36608)
Written by Professor Stefan Wolff. Over the past few days, Ukraine has taken a significant turn for the worse. Fighting between rebels and government
forces has intensified, the civilian death toll has increased, and the war of words between Ukraine and Russia has further escalated.
Monday 26th January 2015

Why the fight against Islamic State is not the success we're told it is (http://theconversation.com/why-the-fight-against-islamic-state-is-notthe-success-were-told-it-is-36619)
Written by Professor Scott Lucas. Ministers from 21 countries gathered in London on January 22 to discuss the fight against Islamic State (IS). They
had their photo opportunity and issued their statements. US secretary of state, John Kerry, told them that almost 6,000 jihadists had been killed, and
almost 700 square kilometres of Iraqi territory retaken.
Monday 26th January 2015

Oil crisis: can short-term pain lead to economic gain for Russia? (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/news/thebirminghambrief/items/2015/01/oilcrisis-22-01-15.aspx)
Written by Dr Richard Connolly. The recent crash in oil prices is causing much anxiety in oil-producing states. From Iran to Venezuela, many have come
to rely on elevated oil prices to fuel economic growth and support government spending.
Friday 23rd January 2015
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