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Latest news
CREES staff member delivers talk at The National Defence Academy of Latvia (/schools/government-society/departments/russian-easteuropean-studies/news/2014/12/derek-averre-delivers-talk-national-defence-academy-of-latvia.aspx)
Dr Derek Averre of CREES/POLSIS spoke about Europe and the Ukraine crisis at the National Defence Academy of Latvia, Riga, on 03 December 2014.
Monday 15th December 2014

IGS podcast: Disobeying Hitler: German Resistance in the last year of WWII (/schools/government-society/departments/political-scienceinternational-studies/news/2014/12/disobeying-hitler.aspx)
Speaker: Randall Hansen (University of Toronto).
Thursday 11th December 2014

Podcast: Ethics in Syria: Analysing the International Response (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/activity/conflict-cooperationsecurity/news/2014/12/ethics-in-syria.aspx)
The Institute for Conflict, Cooperation and Security, in conjunction with the Centre for Global Ethics, organised this timely panel discussion of the
ongoing crisis in Syria. Leading academics and human rights activists convened a panel to discuss the ethics of responding to the crisis in Syria.
Tuesday 9th December 2014

Podcast: The New Challenges and Choices of the South Caucasus: Between Political, Cultural and Economic Priorities
(/schools/government-society/departments/russian-east-european-studies/news/2014/11/challenges-and-choices-of-the-southcaucasus.aspx)
Dr Denis Dvornikov spoke on the current political situation in the South Caucasus region, focussing on the new challenges linked with geopolitical
integration projects such as the Eurasian Economic Union and the Iran factor as well as the situation with the region's non-recognised states (Abkhazia,
South Ossetia, and Nagorno-Karabakh). He will also address recent events in Russia – Georgia dialogue and perspectives for economic development.
Friday 5th December 2014

Focus on the Caucasus (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-international-studies/news/2014/12/focus-on-thecaucasus.aspx)
A roundtable on the Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict, a presentation on the challenges and choices of the South Caucasus and participation at conferences in
Baku highlight research strengths and interest in the Caucasus.
Thursday 4th December 2014

Moldova's future in the balance after uncertain election result (http://theconversation.com/moldovas-future-in-the-balance-after-uncertainelection-result-34895)
Written by Professor Stefan Wolff. Moldova has gone to the polls in a vote seen as crucial for determining the country's future direction. Preliminary
results indicate that the pro-European parties together achieved about 44% of the vote, while those parties considered to be more pro-Russia came in
with just under 40% of the vote, on a turnout of around 56%. These headline figures, however, mask a more complicated picture.
Tuesday 2nd December 2014

IGS podcast: The Dark Side of EU-rope: Imperium Europaeum? (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2014/12/the-dark-side-of-eu-rope.aspx)
Speakers: David Engels (Université Libre de Bruxelles), Hauke Brunkhorst (University of Flensburg). .Chair: Julian Pänke (IGS)
Tuesday 2nd December 2014

ESRC PhD studentships (/schools/government-society/news/school-wide/2014/12/esrc-phd-studentships.aspx)
The School of Government and Society invites applications for fully-funded ESRC studentships for postgraduate research beginning in September 2015.
Tuesday 2nd December 2014

POLSIS Seminar Series Discusses Major Topical Issues (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2014/11/polsis-seminar-series.aspx)
The POLSIS seminar series this autumn focused on the implications of the Scottish referendum result, the state of the European Union, the 25th
anniversary of the 1989 revolutions in Central and Eastern Europe, and the liberal quest for world order.
Friday 28th November 2014

CREES Annual Report Highlights Vibrancy of the Centre (/schools/government-society/departments/russian-east-europeanstudies/news/2014/11/annual-report-2013-14.aspx)
The 2013-14 annual report for the Centre for Russian, European and Eurasian Studies (CREES) has just been published.
Friday 28th November 2014

Podcast: The Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict: The Uses and Misuses of History (/schools/government-society/departments/russian-easteuropean-studies/news/2014/11/nagorno-karabakh-conflict.aspx)
This round-table discussed the Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict which is one of the most complex and protracted ethno-territorial conflicts in the post-Soviet
space. It focused on the role of historical narrative in the political discourse of all parties involved in the conflict. The round-table gathered together
scholars and policy-makers with a lengthy empirical and political experience of this turbulent region.
Thursday 27th November 2014

Iran nuclear deal will come down to economic pressure (http://theconversation.com/iran-nuclear-deal-will-come-down-to-economicpressure-34668)
Written by Professor Scott Lucas. Iran has failed to reach an agreement with six world powers about the future of its nuclear programme after talks.
Talks in Vienna about the future of Iran's nuclear programme have failed for the time being. The countries involved have agreed to resume discussions in
December with a view to reaching a political agreement by March 1 next year and a final deal by the end of June.
Thursday 27th November 2014

Podcast: Reflections On UK Africa Relations by Mark Simmonds MP (/schools/government-society/departments/internationaldevelopment/news/2014/11/reflections-on-uk-africa-relations.aspx)
This event entitled 'Reflections on UK Africa relations', covered Mark Simmonds time in office as well as his thoughts on the future of UK Africa relations
in arenas including development, security and trade. The event was organised by the BISA Africa and International Studies Working Group, of which Dr
Danielle Beswick is co-convenor, as part of a series of events around the UK during 2014 on 'Britain and Africa after 50.'
Wednesday 26th November 2014

Podcast: NATO after the Wales Summit (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2014/11/nato-after-the-wales-summit.aspx)
In response to the crisis in Ukraine, NATO's recent summit in Newport, Wales marked a seeming return to a traditional agenda of reassurance and
deterrence. NATO has taken measures to shore up the defence of its eastern allies, but to what extent does the Alliance remain a useful tool of
multilateral security cooperation in an era of defence austerity, cyber-attack and the collapse of order in Syria and Iraq? How important is NATO for
American and British foreign policy? And what hope is their for a continuing dialogue with Russia? These issues were addressed by experts at this
event.
Wednesday 26th November 2014

Tower Hamlets residents must be wondering why they bothered to vote (http://theconversation.com/tower-hamlets-residents-must-bewondering-why-they-bothered-to-vote-34440)
Written by Chris Game. With a forced smile and through gritted teeth, Tower Hamlets' elected mayor, Lutfur Rahman, has announced himself willing to
accept – and even "welcome" – the intervention package set out for his borough by Eric Pickles, secretary of state for communities and local
government.
Friday 21st November 2014

Jerusalem attacks are no isolated incident: the third intifada is here (http://theconversation.com/jerusalem-attacks-are-no-isolated-incidentthe-third-intifada-is-here-34395)
Written by Dr Asaf Siniver. The attack on a Jerusalem synagogue in which four Jewish worshippers were killed and eight were injured has sparked new
fears that fighting between Israel and Palestinian could flare up once more. The attack, by two Palestinians carrying meat cleavers and a gun, has the
potential to kick off fresh religious confrontation and a third intifada.
Thursday 20th November 2014

Podcast: Russia and the West since 1991: a tale of growing distrust (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/activity/conflict-cooperationsecurity/news/2014/11/russia-west-since-1991.aspx)

The high level of trust that had been constructed between western and Soviet leaders in the late 1980s and early 1990s was not sustained when western
leaders had to face an independent Russia, even though the new Russia began with every intention of transforming itself into a full participating member
of the international institutions set up after 1945 to keep the peace. However, Russians – not just their government – had come to view international
institutions with profound distrust as having deceived them in both the economic and diplomatic spheres.
Thursday 20th November 2014

Abe can win Japan's snap election but he needs to win big (http://theconversation.com/abe-can-win-japans-snap-election-but-he-needs-towin-big-34438)
Written by Dr Julie Gilson. Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe's decision to call a snap election for December 14 comes after what has been a rather
bad week for him. Japan has slipped back into recession for the first time since 2012 and Abe has seen his popularity ratings drop below 50% for the
first time.
Wednesday 19th November 2014

Czechs and Slovaks still search for truth and love, 25 years after the Velvet Revolution (http://theconversation.com/czechs-and-slovaksstill-search-for-truth-and-love-25-years-after-the-velvet-revolution-34260)
Written by Dr Tim Haughton. At the top of Wencelas Square on the front of the Czech National Museum in Prague hangs a giant poster depicting the
playwright dissident and former president Vaclav Havel. The poster has been hung, in part, to mark 25 years since the Velvet Revolution, or as it is
known to Slovaks, the Gentle Revolution.
Monday 17th November 2014

Deciphering Obama's letter to the Supreme Leader (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/news/thebirminghambrief/items/2014/11/obama-letter-1311-14.aspx)
Earlier this week, it was reported by The Wall Street Journal that President Barack Obama had sent a secret letter to the Iranian Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, urging him to accept the terms of a comprehensive agreement with the United States and other major world powers on the
issue of Iran's nuclear programme.
Monday 17th November 2014
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