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50th Anniversary Seminar on Authoritarianism and Democracy in the PostSoviet Space
Posted on Tuesday 5th March 2013

Professor Sarah Birch from the University of Essex joined CREES scholars Dr Kataryna Wolczuk
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/government-society/staff/profiles.aspx?ReferenceId=4538) and Dr Matthew Frear
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/government-society/staff/profiles.aspx?ReferenceId=43122) to discuss electoral practice and malpractice

in former Soviet republics.

The first CREES 50th Anniversary Seminar of 2013 took place on 17th January. Highlighting the developments over two decades of elections in the former Soviet Union,
Professor Sarah Birch (http://www.essex.ac.uk/government/staff/profile.aspx?ID=388) began the session by discussing the divide in electoral quality both within the
region and in comparison with other regions around the world. Sarah noted that electoral malpractice and resistance to malpractice have become more sophisticated over
time.
Dr Matthew Frear then moved on to discuss the example of Belarus, which held parliamentary elections in September 2012. An election note by Matthew on that poll can
be viewed at 2012 Belarus Parliamentary Elections Report: Same as It Ever Was. Finally (http://themonkeycage.org/blog/2012/10/22/2012-belarus-parliamentaryelections-post-election-report-same-as-it-ever-was/) Dr. Kataryna Wolczuk (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/staff/profiles/government-society/wolczuk-kataryna.aspx) placed
the recent parliamentary elections in Ukraine in October 2012 within the wider context of the debate.. Finally placed the recent parliamentary elections in Ukraine in
October 2012 within the wider context of the debate.
The three speakers brought to the seminar not only a deep knowledge of the academic literature, but also a wealth of wealth of practical experience. Matthew Frear was
an international election observer (http://www.osce.org/odihr/elections/92492) in Minsk for the latest Belarusian poll, and both Sarah Birch and Kataryna Wolczuk were
invited to participate in a workshop at the European Parliament in Brussels on the Ukrainian parliamentary elections (http://bookshop.europa.eu/en/the-sitution-inukraine-ahead-of-the-2012-parliamentary-elections-and-the-preparation-of-the-elections-pbBB3112182/) .
More information on the 50th anniversary seminar series.
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