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Latest news
In death, Boris Nemtsov embodies the hope of a better Russia (http://theconversation.com/in-death-boris-nemtsov-embodies-the-hope-ofa-better-russia-38242)
Written by Dr Adrian Campbell. For Russia to make peace with its troubled post-Communist history, it needs a 1990s hero to remember. Boris Nemtsov
could be just that.
Monday 2nd March 2015

Podcast: Trouble in the Neighbourhood? The future of the EU's Eastern Partnership Birmingham Seminar (/schools/governmentsociety/departments/russian-east-european-studies/news/2015/02/future-of-the-eu-eastern-partnership.aspx)
This Birmingham seminar for the Trouble in the Neighbourhood? The future of the EU's Eastern Partnership project, in partnership with the European
Commission Representation in the UK and the University of Birmingham, took stock of recent developments in the EU's relationship with the countries in
its eastern neighbourhood: Georgia, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Moldova, Belarus and Ukraine.
Thursday 26th February 2015

Moscow holds aces as bombing rattles shaky Ukraine ceasefire (http://theconversation.com/moscow-holds-aces-as-bombing-rattles-shakyukraine-ceasefire-37879)
Written by Professor Stefan Wolff and Professor Tatyana Malyarenko (Professor of Public Administration at Donetsk State Management University). .
Just as the latest peace deal to stabilise Ukraine was being put into place, a bomb exploded in the city of Kharkiv, killing two people and injuring at least
ten, while another was found and defused in Odessa.
Monday 23rd February 2015

Podcast: The Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict: Current Discourses and Future Perspectives (/schools/government-society/departments/russianeast-european-studies/news/2015/02/nagorno-karabakh-conflict-event-feb.aspx)
This one day conference discussed the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict which is one of the most complex and protracted ethno-territorial conflicts in the postSoviet space. It focused on the role of local and regional actors and the current political and academic discourses on the conflict.
Friday 20th February 2015

The Soviet Union is dead! Long live the Russian economic union (http://theconversation.com/the-soviet-union-is-dead-long-live-therussian-economic-union-37678)
Written by Dr Richard Connolly. Plummeting oil prices, conflict over Ukraine and the West's imposition of sanctions have contrived to send the Russian
economy into a tailspin. But it is not just Russia that is suffering – the economic downturn is having a ripple effect well beyond its borders.
Tuesday 17th February 2015

Ukraine ceasefire announced at Minsk summit – what next? (http://theconversation.com/ukraine-ceasefire-announced-at-minsk-summitwhat-next-37532)
Written by Professor Stefan Wolff. After all night talks in the Belarusian capital Minsk, the outcomes of the four party talks in the so-called Normandy
format (Ukraine, Russia, France, and Germany) have neither brought a major breakthrough or a complete disaster. As a deal, it is not a solution, but
perhaps a step towards one.
Friday 13th February 2015

Why peace in Ukraine won't save the Russian economy (http://theconversation.com/why-peace-in-ukraine-wont-save-the-russian-economy37302)
Written by Dr Richard Connolly. Angela Merkel and Francois Hollande's push for peace in Moscow has helped fuel optimism about the prospects for
Russia's spluttering economy. On the morning of the meeting, the rouble had strengthened against the dollar and the euro, and both the dollar and
rouble-based sections of the Russian stock exchange saw sharp gains. Unfortunately for those in the Kremlin, however, Russia's economic woes are so
deep-rooted that peace in Ukraine is likely to offer only temporary respite at best.
Monday 9th February 2015

Podcast: EU as an international security actor (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2015/01/eu-as-an-international-security-actor.aspx)
The Department of Political Science and International Studies (POLSIS) Departmental Seminar. Speaker: Adrian Hyde-Price (Gothenburg), Discussant:
Derek Averre (POLSIS/CREES).

Friday 30th January 2015

Explainer: what is Wahhabism in Saudi Arabia? (http://theconversation.com/explainer-what-is-wahhabism-in-saudi-arabia-36693)
Written by Dr Galina Yemelianova. The death of Saudi Arabia's King Abdullah has stirred debate about the future direction of the world's richest Arab
state. That direction will be significantly coloured by how his brother and successor, King Salman, approaches Wahhabism – the religious sect that is at
once an intrinsic part of the state and its biggest threat.
Friday 30th January 2015

Putin's plan to fight recession in Russia also increases Kremlin's control of the economy (http://theconversation.com/putins-plan-to-fightrecession-in-russia-also-increases-kremlins-control-of-the-economy-36655)
Written by Dr Richard Connolly. The Russian rouble started 2015 in much the same way it finished 2014: badly. After losing nearly 50% of its dollar
value between July and the end of the year, the rouble lost a further 7% in January. The primary cause of this continued decline is the falling price of oil:
Brent crude has dropped from US$53 dollars per barrel at year end to just under US$48 per barrel, a decline of nearly 10% for the year so far.
Monday 26th January 2015
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