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News
Keep up to date with the latest news and events (/schools/government-society/departments/russian-east-european-studies/events/index.aspx)
from around the department and the wide-ranging projects our staff and students get involved with.
More news throughout the School of Government and Society (/schools/government-society/news/index.aspx) .

Latest news
POLSIS Seminar Series 2013-14 (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/events/seminar-series/2013-14/index.aspx)
POLSIS hosts a number of seminars throughout the year which focuses on a number of different topics. Listen to the latest podcasts from our recent
events.
Tuesday 29th April 2014

Saving Humans Blog: When facing down Putin, don't let him choose your ground (http://savinghumans.org/2014/04/28/when-facing-downputin-dont-let-him-choose-your-ground/)
Written by Dr Adam Quinn. American presidents often grow to enjoy foreign-policymaking more than the domestic kind as their time in office goes on.
One reason is that they find that the comparative lack of interest it holds for both Congress and the general public allows them scope to make decisions
with less need to bend to short-term political pressure. Sometimes, however, events come together in such a way as to thrust foreign policy into the
spotlight of the 24-hour news cameras, as they did in Ukraine in February with the overthrow by popular uprising of President Viktor Yanukovych.
Monday 28th April 2014

The Conversation: With Geneva deal dead Ukraine could be pivotal moment for international relations (http://theconversation.com/all-eyeson-russia-as-ukraine-hurtles-towards-civil-war-25400)
Written by Professor Stefan Wolff and Professor Tatyana Malyarenko (Professor of Public Administration at Donetsk State Management University). The
Geneva Agreement appears to be dead in the water. Achieved only a week ago, it was widely considered a surprising breakthrough, albeit one which
offered major concessions to Russia.
Friday 25th April 2014

50 faces of CREES #52 - Paul Barton, B.Com (Russian Studies) 1964-67 (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/governmentsociety/departments/russian-east-european-studies/50-anniversary/profiles/paul-barton.aspx)
When I arrived in 1964, the Social Sciences buildings were very new. I returned in 1999, when my daughter was visiting potential universities, and it
looked very down-at-heel. One of the great advantages of CREES was having our own library, which served as both a study area and a social centre - a
common room of sorts - where students from all the years mixed and chatted.
Thursday 24th April 2014

Blog: Should I stay or should I go? Why the UK should stay out of the Crimea issue (http://polsis.org/2014/04/17/should-i-stay-or-should-i-gowhy-the-uk-should-stay-out-of-the-crimea-issue/)
Iván Farías, Doctoral Researcher in the Department of Political Science and International Studies argues why the UK should stay out of the Crimea
issue.
Thursday 24th April 2014

Blog: Déjà Vu? Regionalism and Separatism in Ukraine in a Longer Term Perspective (http://creesbham.blogspot.co.uk/2014/04/deja-vuregionalism-and-separatism-in.html#more)
Written by Dr Kataryna Wolczuk. In 1991 Ukraine emerged as an independent country with strong regional differences. The reconciling of these
differences has since represented one of the most profound challenges that Ukraine has faced and failed to address. A lack of effective and systematic
efforts to tackle regional diversity has repeatedly presented grave ramifications for Ukraine's political cohesion and territorial integrity.
Monday 21st April 2014

The Conversation: Breakthrough in Ukraine talks is a win-win situation, especially for Russia (http://theconversation.com/breakthrough-inukraine-talks-is-a-win-win-situation-especially-for-russia-25346)
Written by Professor Stefan Wolff. The four-party talks on the crisis in Ukraine have apparently produced a significant breakthrough towards the diffusion
of an increasingly dangerous situation.
Friday 18th April 2014

The Conversation: Ukraine crisis: is the West powerless to stop Russian aggression? (http://theconversation.com/ukraine-crisis-is-thewest-powerless-to-stop-russian-aggression-25347)
Written by Professor Stefan Wolff. As the situation in Ukraine rapidly spins out of control, various Western leaders have stepped up their verbal warnings
to Russia.

Tuesday 15th April 2014

The Conversation: Now Crimea's in the bag, where next for Putin and Russia? (http://theconversation.com/all-eyes-on-russia-as-ukrainehurtles-towards-civil-war-25400)
Written by Professor Stefan Wolff and Professor Tatyana Malyarenko (Professor of Public Administration at Donetsk State Management University). The
Ukrainian government has announced that it will mount a full-scale military operation to regain control of the east of the country and has set a deadline of
6am on Monday morning for occupied government buildings to be evacuated by armed protesters.
Tuesday 15th April 2014

New Centre for Russian and East Eurpean Studies Blog (http://creesbham.blogspot.co.uk/2014/04/welcome-to-centre-for-russian-andeast.html)
This blog will provide its readers with short articles aimed at stimulating thought and debate on current events, emerging research, and broader issues
related to Eastern Europe and the former Soviet Union, written by members of the CREES community, including current and former academics,
researchers, PhD students and alumni. Aiming to both provide 'advice to the prince' and 'speak truth to power' from within the social sciences and
humanities, it will allow its contributors greater leeway than formal academic writing in expressing their opinions on subjects of acute concern to a wider
audience.
Tuesday 15th April 2014
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