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from around the department and the wide-ranging projects our staff and students get involved with.
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Latest news
The Conversation: Whoever wins Ukraine election faces an uncertain mandate and no easy path to peace
(http://theconversation.com/whoever-wins-ukraine-election-faces-an-uncertain-mandate-and-no-easy-path-to-peace-27145)
Written by Professor Stefan Wolff and Professor Tatyana Malyarenko (Professor of Public Administration at Donetsk State Management University). The
presidential elections in Ukraine on May 25 were meant to offer the country the beginning of a way out of a protracted crisis. Some of the signs were
quite positive. Presidential candidates were stressing the need for unity and dialogue. Ukraine's richest man, Rinat Akhmetov, a powerful tycoon based
in eastern Ukraine, took a strong public stance against the separatists there.
Sunday 25th May 2014

The Conversation: The other pivot to Asia and why success in China is not all it seems for Putin's Russia (http://theconversation.com/theother-pivot-to-asia-and-why-success-in-china-is-not-all-it-seems-for-putins-russia-27039)
Written by Dr Richard Connolly. The headline accomplishment of Vladimir Putin's trip to China is hard to deny: a 30-year deal estimated to be worth
US$400 billion for Russia to deliver gas to China. But it isn't the unqualified win that Putin's supporters might claim. For Russia has been backed into a
corner.
Friday 23rd May 2014

Blog: Notes on the 'Worthless Dowry' of Soviet Industrial Modernity (http://creesbham.blogspot.co.uk/2014/05/notes-on-worthless-dowry-ofsoviet.html)
Written by Dr Jeremy Morris. The monotown, or 'town-forming enterprise', was, and remains a key organisation of urban space in the former Soviet
Union. Bound up with such a specifically socialist-conception of space is a host of social and cultural signifiers relating to class, kinship, social
networks, local identity, and more.
Wednesday 21st May 2014

Blog: Could Russia Repeat a Ukraine Scenario in Belarus? (http://creesbham.blogspot.co.uk/2014/05/could-russia-repeat-ukraine-scenarioin.html)
Written by Dr Matthew Frear. Russia's intervention in Ukraine has often been justified in terms of defending the interests of ethnic Russians. According
to the 2009 national census, almost 800,000 Russians live in Belarus – 8.3% of the population. As the titular nationality, Belarusians are actually in
quite a strong position – ethnic Belarusians make up a larger proportion of the population of Belarus than Ukrainians do in Ukraine or Russians do in the
Russian Federation.
Monday 19th May 2014

Dr Jeremy Morris announced as Visiting Research Fellow, Aleksanteri Institute, University of Helsinki (/schools/governmentsociety/departments/russian-east-european-studies/news/2014/05/jeremy-morris-visiting-research-fellow.aspx)
Jeremy Morris was one of a few outstanding international scholars to be awarded this prestigious appointment for 2014-15, against record competition of
176 applications.
Friday 16th May 2014

Dr Jeremy Morris shortlisted for prestigious BBC Radio 4 Thinking Allowed Award for Ethnography (/schools/governmentsociety/departments/russian-east-european-studies/news/2014/05/jeremy-morris-shortlisted-thinking-allowed-award-for-ethnography.aspx)
You can hear about his nominated article "Beyond coping? Alternatives to consumption within a social network of Russian workers" on BBC Radio 4's
website.
Friday 16th May 2014

Blog: Can the CIS Survive the Ukraine Crisis? (http://creesbham.blogspot.co.uk/2014/05/can-cis-survive-ukraine-crisis.html)
Written by Dr Rilka Dragneva. The death of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) has been foretold many times during its history of (now)
more than 20 years. Dissatisfaction with its weak and confusing institutional structure and a failure to promote effective regional integration has become
an almost permanent background to its existence. Despite the remarkable resilience of the CIS, there are several signs suggesting that the current
crisis is more fundamental and extreme than previous shake-ups.
Monday 12th May 2014

The Conversation: Ukraine separatists engaged in high-risk game as they press on with referendum plan
(http://theconversation.com/ukraine-separatists-engaged-in-high-risk-game-as-they-press-on-with-referendum-plan-26279)
Written by Professor Stefan Wolff and Professor Tatyana Malyarenko (Professor of Public Administration at Donetsk State Management University).
Vladimir Putin's statements giving qualified support for presidential elections in Ukraine on May 25, calling on separatists in eastern Ukraine to postpone
their planned referendums and announcing a pull-back of troops from Ukraine's border, has been greeted with scepticism in Kiev, Brussels, London and

Washington.
Friday 9th May 2014

POLSIS Seminar Series 2013-14 (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/events/seminar-series/2013-14/index.aspx)
POLSIS hosts a number of seminars throughout the year which focuses on a number of different topics. Listen to the latest podcasts from our recent
events.
Tuesday 29th April 2014

Saving Humans Blog: When facing down Putin, don't let him choose your ground (http://savinghumans.org/2014/04/28/when-facing-downputin-dont-let-him-choose-your-ground/)
Written by Dr Adam Quinn. American presidents often grow to enjoy foreign-policymaking more than the domestic kind as their time in office goes on.
One reason is that they find that the comparative lack of interest it holds for both Congress and the general public allows them scope to make decisions
with less need to bend to short-term political pressure. Sometimes, however, events come together in such a way as to thrust foreign policy into the
spotlight of the 24-hour news cameras, as they did in Ukraine in February with the overthrow by popular uprising of President Viktor Yanukovych.
Monday 28th April 2014
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