University of Birmingham
Recent blog posts from around the School
Blog: 21st century public servant: the discussion phase (http://inlogov.com/2014/07/08/21st-century-public-servant-the-discussion-phase/)
Written by Catherine Needham. This post is based on a provocation which I posed at INLOGOV's recent Summer Symposium. It is an attempt to move
on the conversation about engagement between local government, other public institutions, citizens and communities.
Tuesday 8th July 2014

Blog: What happened to the NOC councils after the May elections: a moan and a puff (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/06/30/whathappened-to-the-noc-councils-after-the-may-elections-a-moan-and-a-puf/)
Written by Chris Game. 'Five Days in May': the time it took in 1940 for Churchill to manoeuvre the War Cabinet into a five-year World War, in 2010 to
form Britain's first post-war peacetime coalition – and in 2014 for Tower Hamlets LBC to announce its local election results. OK, I've exaggerated – it
was actually 119 hours after the polls closed, so only 4.96 days, but still not good, even discounting the malpractice allegations.
Monday 30th June 2014

Blog: Politics shape services; and services shape politics (http://iddbirmingham.wordpress.com/2014/06/24/politics-shape-services-andservices-shape-politics/)
Written by Professor Richard Batley. In governance circles, service delivery is often discussed as if it raised common issues across service sectors as
diverse as health, education, water and sanitation. Yet within sectors, debates about governance issues are quite distinct.
Wednesday 25th June 2014

Blog: Strengthening democracy and participation: routes to re-connection and engagement - a provocation
(http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/06/20/strengthening-democracy-and-participation-routes-to-re-connection-and-engagement-aprovocation/)
Written by Catherine Durose. This post is based on a provocation which I posed at INLOGOV's recent Summer Symposium. It is an attempt to move on
the conversation about engagement between local government, other public institutions, citizens and communities.
Friday 20th June 2014

Blog: Re-valuing The Public (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/06/20/re-valuing-the-public/)
Written by Teresa L. Córdova. When we are on the ground getting the policies implemented, or perhaps even making the policies, we focus on doing
what we can get done. One of our first questions is, "what are the constraints, the limits of what is possible (or probable), given current fiscal conditions,
regulatory structures, or political dynamics."
Friday 20th June 2014

Blog: Building communities to bridge the gap (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/06/12/building-communities-to-bridge-the-gap/)
Written by Daniel Goodwin. England is around halfway through significant reductions in public expenditure and heading for a 'new normal' at much lower
levels, whilst seeing demographic and other pressures rise. Local Government is currently projected to see a £10.5bn funding drop between 2010and
2020.
Friday 13th June 2014

Blog: Democracy in The Circle: a route to reconnection and engagement? (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/06/13/democracy-in-thecircle/)
Written by Frank Hendriks. One of the theme's at INLOGOV's 2014 summer symposium is "Strengthening democracy and participation: routes to reconnection and engagement." One of the possible routes is tellingly sketched in Dave Eggers's recent novel The Circle (2013).
Friday 13th June 2014

Blog: Towards a people-centred language of demand management (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/06/11/people-centred-demandmanagement/)
Written by Gavin Jones. I'm regularly asked to make presentations to groups of people (the last one being to 22 Deputy Lord Lieutenants!) to set out the
issues and opportunities facing local government in the light of increasingly painful budget cuts. Of the pictorial slides I use to tell the story, the one
guaranteed to have the greatest impact and make people hold their heads in their hands and mutter depressing words of despair is my 'motivational'
slide that alarmingly shows demand outstripping resources at a frightening pace – often known as the '' or 'Map of Misery'.
Wednesday 11th June 2014

Saving Humans blog: Why transitional justice proponents say the field is important: The risk of leaving things as they are
(http://savinghumans.org/2014/06/06/why-transitional-justice-proponents-say-the-field-is-important-the-risk-of-leaving-things-as-they-are/)
Written by Dr Christalla Yakinthou. Continuing on from yesterday, generally, regardless of the focus, TJ presupposes that there is a significant risk in

leaving things the way they are, after conflict.
Friday 6th June 2014

Saving Humans blog: Confronting legacies of violence after conflict: What is Transitional Justice?
(http://savinghumans.org/2014/06/05/confronting-legacies-of-violence-after-conflict-what-is-transitional-justice/)
Written by Dr Christalla Yakinthou. Transitional justice (TJ) is essentially a field that grew around a single question: how do you address the legacy of
conflict-related violence and widespread human rights abuses? The first time that we as an international community really had to think about how to
address the mess of war and the impact of genocide and what consequently became known as crimes against humanity was of course at the
Nuremburg Trials in relation to the holocaust in the wake of World War Two.
Thursday 5th June 2014

Saving Humans blog: Consultation, Respect, and Inclusivity: DIY Democracy in Turkey (http://savinghumans.org/2014/06/04/consultationrespect-and-inclusivity-diy-democracy-in-turkey/)
Written by Dr Christalla Yakinthou. Last week marked the first-year anniversary of the Gezi Park protests in Turkey. The following piece reflects on the
protests and their meaning.
Wednesday 4th June 2014

Saving Humans blog: The concept and realities of post-revolution reform in Tunisia (http://savinghumans.org/2014/06/03/the-concept-andrealities-of-post-revolution-reform-in-tunisia/)
Written by Dr Christalla Yakinthou. Tunisian society has been engaging with both the concept and realities of post-revolution reform for the last three
years. As last week's attack at the Tunisian minister of interior's house shows, the process has been hard going.
Tuesday 3rd June 2014

Blog: Depoliticisation and the Father's Clause in Parliamentary debates (http://polsis.org/2014/05/28/depoliticisation-and-the-fathers-clausein-parliamentary-debates/)
Dr Stephen Bates, Dr Laura Jenkins and Fran Amery, use work on in vitro fertilisation to think through depoliticisation. Our article argues that
(de)politicisation may occur outside of formal governmental arenas and should not be regarded simply as a form of statecraft. Specifically, we explore in
vitro fertilisation (IVF) and the parliamentary debates surrounding the addition and eventual removal of the Father's Clause of the Human Fertilisation and
Embryology (HFE) Acts.
Thursday 29th May 2014

Blog: Building communities to bridge the gap (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/05/12/building-communities-to-bridge-the-gap/)
Written by Daniel Goodwin. England around halfway through significant reductions in public expenditure and heading for a 'new normal' at much lower
levels, whilst seeing demographic and other pressures rise. Local Government is currently projected to see a £10.5bn funding drop between 2010 and
2020. Pressures on services are projected to rise by around £6bn, resulting in a £16.5bn total gap, under-resourcing services by around 30%. This
average masks a wide variation – the LGA predicts that some of the poorest areas are projected only to be around 55% funded by 2020, whilst some
shire districts will be 100% funded.
Tuesday 27th May 2014

Saving Humans blog: 'Face-to-Face Encounters of the Diplomatic Kind' (http://savinghumans.org/2014/05/23/face-to-face-encounters-of-thediplomatic-kind/)
Written by Professor Nicholas J. Wheeler. ). In my final blog today, I want to explore the proposition that I am developing at length in my new book that
face-to-face encounters between leaders and top-level diplomats hold out the possibility of building trust across the enemy divide.
Tuesday 27th May 2014

Blog: The Politics of Broken Relationships? Croatia on the Eve of the European Parliament Elections
(http://creesbham.blogspot.co.uk/2014/05/the-politics-of-broken-relationships_24.html)
Written by Dr Kevin Deegan-Krause and Dr Tim Haughton. A short walk from the Croatian parliament is the Museum of Broken Relationships. Zagreb's
quirkiest museum displays countless artefacts donated by couples from around the world symbolizing the end of their love. The results of Sunday's
elections to the European Parliament may make the long-standing political parties in Croatia and their voters suitable for exhibition.
Tuesday 27th May 2014

Saving Humans blog: Building "A Spiral of Trust" through GRIT (http://savinghumans.org/2014/05/21/building-a-spiral-of-trust-through-grit/)
Written by Professor Nicholas J. Wheeler. Our last blog explored how peaceful/defensive self-images and ideological fundamentalist beliefs can generate
security competition, even between states with peaceful motives and intentions. How, then, might a spiral of distrust be substituted for a 'spiral of trust'.
Friday 23rd May 2014

Saving Humans blog: 'Frame-Breaking Conciliatory Moves between Enemies' (http://savinghumans.org/2014/05/22/frame-breakingconciliatory-moves-between-enemies/)

Written by Professor Nicholas J. Wheeler. The Red October vignette is the stuff of fiction and Hollywood, and the question is whether it has any
relevance to building trust in the contemporary world. Kupchan used the story to argue in his book that it was dramatic, frame-breaking moves of this
kind that are necessary for adversaries to begin a process of diplomatic accommodation, but the cases he discussed in the second part of his book
(especially the Anglo-American rapprochement in the late 19th Century) provide little evidence for this claim.
Friday 23rd May 2014

Blog: Notes on the 'Worthless Dowry' of Soviet Industrial Modernity (http://creesbham.blogspot.co.uk/2014/05/notes-on-worthless-dowry-ofsoviet.html)
Written by Dr Jeremy Morris. The monotown, or 'town-forming enterprise', was, and remains a key organisation of urban space in the former Soviet
Union. Bound up with such a specifically socialist-conception of space is a host of social and cultural signifiers relating to class, kinship, social
networks, local identity, and more.
Wednesday 21st May 2014

Saving Humans blog: Psychological Drivers of Distrust Between Adversaries (http://savinghumans.org/2014/05/20/psychological-drivers-ofdistrust-between-adversaries/)
Written by Professor Nicholas J. Wheeler. I concluded yesterday's blog by suggesting that perhaps our values and beliefs lead us astray when it comes
to thinking about the possibilities for building trust in International politics. I want to pursue this theme today by exploring two key beliefs that promote
distrust, and hence fuel security competition.
Tuesday 20th May 2014

Saving Humans blog: Trust as a Path to De-Escalation and Frame-Breaking in International Politics
(http://savinghumans.org/2014/05/19/trust-as-a-path-to-de-escalation-and-frame-breaking-in-international-politics/)
Written by Professor Nicholas J. Wheeler. 'There is little room for trust among states', so wrote the Chicago based professor of International Relations,
John Mearsheimer, in his 2001 opus, The Tragedy of Great Power Politics. Trust, Mearsheimer argued, is virtually impossible because states coexist in
a condition of international anarchy (defined in the field of International Relations as the absence of a global government) that generates a perpetual
competition for security.
Tuesday 20th May 2014

Blog: Could Russia Repeat a Ukraine Scenario in Belarus? (http://creesbham.blogspot.co.uk/2014/05/could-russia-repeat-ukraine-scenarioin.html)
Written by Dr Matthew Frear. Russia's intervention in Ukraine has often been justified in terms of defending the interests of ethnic Russians. According
to the 2009 national census, almost 800,000 Russians live in Belarus – 8.3% of the population. As the titular nationality, Belarusians are actually in
quite a strong position – ethnic Belarusians make up a larger proportion of the population of Belarus than Ukrainians do in Ukraine or Russians do in the
Russian Federation.
Monday 19th May 2014

Blog: Under what conditions are decisions best made? Football managers and the public sector
(http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/05/14/football-managers/)
Written by Ian Briggs. I am not much of a football follower, but I am becoming increasingly bemused by the fascination for premiership clubs in becoming
so closely associated with their managers. You can hardly fail to notice that the headlines stories on the back pages of newspapers concentrate a great
deal on the relative merits of the approaches taken by the current crop of managers. Am I alone in thinking that they get more attention now than the
players?
Wednesday 14th May 2014

Blog: Can the CIS Survive the Ukraine Crisis? (http://creesbham.blogspot.co.uk/2014/05/can-cis-survive-ukraine-crisis.html)
Written by Dr Rilka Dragneva. The death of the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) has been foretold many times during its history of (now)
more than 20 years. Dissatisfaction with its weak and confusing institutional structure and a failure to promote effective regional integration has become
an almost permanent background to its existence. Despite the remarkable resilience of the CIS, there are several signs suggesting that the current
crisis is more fundamental and extreme than previous shake-ups.
Monday 12th May 2014

Blog: Gerrymandering in Northern Ireland local government? Surely not. (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/05/07/gerrymandering-innorthern-ireland/)
Written by Chris Game. It seemed obvious from the outset that Gerry Adams' arrest in connection with the 1972 murder of Jean McConville was a momentous event with
potentially massive implications: long-term, short-term, north and south of the border. So I was slightly surprised the following morning to hear a Sinn Fein spokesperson,
protesting about the timing of the arrest, highlight its impact specifically on the Northern Ireland local elections.
Thursday 8th May 2014

Blog: Public data: saleable asset or national resource? (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/04/30/public-data/)
Written by Tom Barrance. Recent announcements by two government agencies, the HMRC and the Health and Social Care Information Centre (HSCIC),
regarding the sale of information has thrown a spotlight upon government information and the attendant debates of privacy verses exploitation. What is
the ownership of information collected by the state? Held in trust for the citizen, or seen as assets like 3/4G mobile phone licences to be sold by
government to the highest bidder? Or should all government data be treated as open data that is made freely available to all?
Wednesday 30th April 2014

Blog: The 2014 local elections – a preview (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/04/28/the-2014-local-elections-a-preview/)
Written by Chris Game. Two EU countries this May will hold local elections that coincide with their European parliamentary elections: Greece and
ourselves. On Sunday 25 May Greeks vote in the second, 'run-off' round of elections to all their 13 regions and 325 municipalities. England, though

nearly five times as populous as Greece, also has 325 lower-tier and unitary authorities. We, however, will elect mostly only fractions of fewer than half
of our councils, yet still it takes seven lines of a table to summarise the 161 authorities whose voters on Thursday 22 May will probably have both a local
and Euro vote. We bemoan our disappointing local turnouts, but we don't make the system exactly voter-friendly.
Tuesday 29th April 2014

Saving Humans Blog: When facing down Putin, don't let him choose your ground (http://savinghumans.org/2014/04/28/when-facing-downputin-dont-let-him-choose-your-ground/)
Written by Dr Adam Quinn. American presidents often grow to enjoy foreign-policymaking more than the domestic kind as their time in office goes on.
One reason is that they find that the comparative lack of interest it holds for both Congress and the general public allows them scope to make decisions
with less need to bend to short-term political pressure. Sometimes, however, events come together in such a way as to thrust foreign policy into the
spotlight of the 24-hour news cameras, as they did in Ukraine in February with the overthrow by popular uprising of President Viktor Yanukovych.
Monday 28th April 2014

Blog: Should I stay or should I go? Why the UK should stay out of the Crimea issue (http://polsis.org/2014/04/17/should-i-stay-or-should-i-gowhy-the-uk-should-stay-out-of-the-crimea-issue/)
Iván Farías, Doctoral Researcher in the Department of Political Science and International Studies argues why the UK should stay out of the Crimea
issue.
Thursday 24th April 2014

Blog: Déjà Vu? Regionalism and Separatism in Ukraine in a Longer Term Perspective (http://creesbham.blogspot.co.uk/2014/04/deja-vuregionalism-and-separatism-in.html#more)
Written by Dr Kataryna Wolczuk. In 1991 Ukraine emerged as an independent country with strong regional differences. The reconciling of these
differences has since represented one of the most profound challenges that Ukraine has faced and failed to address. A lack of effective and systematic
efforts to tackle regional diversity has repeatedly presented grave ramifications for Ukraine's political cohesion and territorial integrity.
Monday 21st April 2014
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