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News in the departments
Keep up to date with the latest news and events (/schools/government-society/events/index.aspx) from around the school and the wide-ranging
projects our staff and students get involved with.
The Conversation: Inside Donetsk, a city at war, while the jaw-jaw over Ukraine continues (http://theconversation.com/inside-donetsk-a-cityat-war-while-the-jaw-jaw-over-ukraine-continues-30486)
Written by Professor Tatyana Malyarenko (Professor of Public Administration at Donetsk State Management University) and Professor Stefan Wolff. The
past few days have seen another round of the seemingly endless cycle of escalation and de-escalation that has characterised the crisis in Ukraine for
several months.
Tuesday 19th August 2014

Sino-Indian Relations in the 21st Century: Economic and Security Implications and Responses (/schools/governmentsociety/departments/political-science-international-studies/news/2014/08/sino-indian-relations-21st-century.aspx)
This conference hosted by the University of Birmingham took place on Thursday 10 July 2014. The conference brought together leading scholars from
China, India and the UK to address the following questions: what are the key drivers of Sino-Indian relations, particularly their economic and security
relations? What are the cooperative and competitive elements in their economic and security strategies towards their Asian neighbours and beyond?
What kind of regional and extra-regional responses are provoked by the increasing capabilities and expanding ambitions and activities of these rising
powers?
Monday 18th August 2014

Masters taught module: Theories of Global Cooperation - Professor Nicholas Wheeler
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/postgraduate/courses/taught/govsoc/modules/fear-cooperation-trust-world-politics.aspx)
This exciting taught module is offered as part of our new Global Cooperation and Security MSc. Taught by Professor Nicholas Wheeler this module
provides advanced theoretical training in how to think about the challenges of building security in an uncertain world characterised by multi-level
interactions and unprecedented levels of global interconnectedness.
Monday 18th August 2014

Masters taught module: Global Cooperation in Practice - Professor Mark Webber
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/postgraduate/courses/taught/govsoc/modules/global-cooperation-in-practice.aspx)
This exciting taught module is offered as part of our new Global Cooperation and Security MSc. Taught by Professor Mark Webber Global Cooperation in
Practice examines how academic debates on cooperation and policy-making stand up against the actual experience of implementation.
Monday 18th August 2014

Research video: Dr Stephen Jeffares - #Hashtag Politics (/schools/government-society/departments/local-governmentstudies/news/2014/02/stephen-jeffares-hashtag-politics.aspx)
Dr Stephen Jeffares talks about his current research on Hashtag Politics.
Monday 18th August 2014

Contemporary Violence: Postmodern War in Kosovo and Chechnya Paperback version of book released (/schools/governmentsociety/departments/political-science-international-studies/news/2014/08/contemporary-violence-postmodern-war-kosovo-chechnya.aspx)
The monograph by Cerwyn Moore, Contemporary Violence: Postmodern War in Kosovo and Chechnya (Manchester: MUP, 2014), is released in
paperback.
Monday 18th August 2014

The Conversation: Is Boris Johnson a sop to the Tories' UKIP tendency? (http://theconversation.com/is-boris-johnson-a-sop-to-the-toriesukip-tendency-30279)
Written by Dr Peter Kerr. There is a certain section of the Conservative Party – and not necessarily a minority – which has a penchant for selfdestruction. This is the same section which takes its leadership cues from Nigel Farage rather than David Cameron; that section which has repeatedly
frustrated the latter's attempts to modernise the party, while steadfastly drawing the leadership back towards the types of agenda, on Europe and
immigration and so on, which proved so electorally damaging for the party throughout the noughties.
Monday 11th August 2014

The Conversation: The secret economic slowdown behind Putin's strategy for Russia (http://theconversation.com/the-secret-economicslowdown-behind-putins-strategy-for-russia-30183)
Written by Dr Richard Connolly. If you want to understand the sometimes confounding moves played by Russian premier Vladimir Putin, then you could
do worse than look at the accounts. On the face of it the country has seen 14 years of growth in the past 15, but that hides a persistent slowdown in the
rate of growth. And although sanctions imposed over Ukraine have grabbed the headlines, the truth is that economic weakness in Russia is homegrown.
Monday 11th August 2014

The Conversation: Self-styled people's governor of Donetsk tells us: these areas have always been Russian
(http://theconversation.com/self-styled-peoples-governor-of-donetsk-tells-us-these-areas-have-always-been-russian-29708)
Written by Professor Tatyana Malyarenko (Professor of Public Administration at Donetsk State Management University) and Professor Stefan Wolff.
There are two competing and irreconcilable narratives about the crisis in eastern Ukraine that divide public opinion and media coverage in the region and
the country – as much as they divide Russia and the West.
Thursday 7th August 2014

New Head of College takes up post (/schools/government-society/news/school-wide/2014/08/new-head-coss-announced.aspx)
We are delighted to announce the appointment of Professor Saul Becker to the post of Pro-Vice-Chancellor and Head of the College of Social Sciences.
Saul will join us in August 2014.
Tuesday 5th August 2014

Podcast: ASPA Roundtable on US Political Science (/schools/government-society/departments/local-governmentstudies/news/2014/07/aspa-roundtable.aspx)
Roundtable with Professor Steven R. Smith, the American Political Science Association (APSA) Executive Director and a leading scholar on the nonprofit sector, 29 July 2014, Chaired by Professor Chris Skelcher, INLOGOV, University of Birmingham.
Friday 1st August 2014

INLOGOV Summer Symposium 2014 (/schools/government-society/departments/local-government-studies/news/2014/07/summersymposium.aspx)
This summer symposium brought together distinguished UK and international academics and leaders in the field of local government to share new ideas,
creativity, evidence and experience on some of the major challenges for local government.
Thursday 31st July 2014

IDD 50 faces #12 - Professor Paul Jackson (1993-) (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/government-society/departments/internationaldevelopment/50-anniversary/profiles/paul-jackson.aspx)
IDD, or DAG as it was then, was a very different place when I joined in 1993. Many of the members of the department had been there for a long time and
I was part of a drive to bring some youth in. I came in as a 'Teaching assistant' on a contract that funded a PhD and gave me a minimum number of
teaching hours.
Wednesday 30th July 2014

Lack of trust and tit-for-tat escalation brings Ukraine to the brink of all-out war with Russia
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/impact/perspective/ukraine-russia-conflict.aspx)
Written by Professor Stefan Wolff and Professor Tatyana Malyarenko (Professor of Public Administration at Donetsk State Management University). The
renewed escalation of the Ukrainian crisis, following the shooting down of Malaysia Airlines flight MH17, shows no sign of abating. Fighting in the east
has continued both in and around the rebel stronghold of Donetsk and at the Russian-Ukrainian border where, according to reports, Russia has now
started shelling Ukrainian military positions.
Tuesday 29th July 2014

Podcast: Israel is the only state taking the drone threat seriously – Professor David Dunn
(http://www.thebureauinvestigates.com/2014/07/17/podcast-israel-is-the-only-state-taking-the-drone-threat-seriously-professor-david-dunn/)
Professor David Dunn talks to The Bureau of Invesigative Journalism on a recent podcast saying that the biggest threat of drone technology is its
potential use by terrorists and other non-state actors with "malign intent".
Monday 28th July 2014

The Conversation: Lack of trust and tit-for-tat escalation brings Ukraine to the brink of all-out war with Russia
(http://theconversation.com/lack-of-trust-and-tit-for-tat-escalation-brings-ukraine-to-the-brink-of-all-out-war-with-russia-29707)
Written by Professor Stefan Wolff and Professor Tatyana Malyarenko (Professor of Public Administration at Donetsk State Management University). The
renewed escalation of the Ukrainian crisis, following the shooting down of Malaysia Airlines flight MH17, shows no sign of abating. Fighting in the east
has continued both in and around the rebel stronghold of Donetsk and at the Russian-Ukrainian border where, according to reports, Russia has now
started shelling Ukrainian military positions.
Monday 28th July 2014

School of Government and Society hosts Foreign Office Seminar on EU Enlargement (/schools/government-society/news/schoolwide/2014/07/fco-eu-enlargement.aspx)
The University of Birmingham organized a seminar with the Foreign and Commonwealth Office as part of the Balance of Competences Review in the field
of EU Enlargement.
Friday 25th July 2014

50 faces of CREES #53 - Dr Tim Haughton (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/government-society/departments/russian-east-europeanstudies/50-anniversary/profiles/tim-haughton.aspx)
I arrived in CREES in September 2003 initially on a three year contract to cover for Judy Batt, but have been here ever since, serving most recently as
Director of CREES from 2012-14. In that post, it was a pleasure and an honour to initiate and lead the 50th anniversary celebrations (including arranging
the 50+ faces of CREES!), particularly the special annual conference which so many CREESniki attended.
Friday 25th July 2014

Dr Tim Haughton hands over the Directorship of CREES to Dr Richard Connolly and Dr Jeremy Morris (/schools/governmentsociety/departments/russian-east-european-studies/news/2014/07/new-crees-directors.aspx)
After two years as the Director of CREES, Tim Haughton hands the Directorship of the Centre for Russian, European and Eurasian Studies to Richard
Connolly and Jeremy Morris.
Friday 25th July 2014

The Conversation: How harsher sanctions could help Putin turn Russia back into the Soviet Union (http://theconversation.com/howharsher-sanctions-could-help-putin-turn-russia-back-into-the-soviet-union-29615)
Written by Dr Richard Connolly. The downing of flight MH17 has caused attention to shift once again to the prospect of even harsher penalties being
imposed upon Russia by Western countries. Up to this point, sanctions have been limited to individuals within or close to Russia's ruling elite, as well as
a few associated companies.
Thursday 24th July 2014
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