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News in the departments
Keep up to date with the latest news and events (/schools/government-society/events/index.aspx) from around the school and the wide-ranging
projects our staff and students get involved with.
Blog: A day for devolution (http://inlogov.com/2015/05/14/a-day-for-devolution/)
Written by Daniel Goodwin. "The Cities Devolution Bill, with careful attention to principle as well as expediency and in the context of wider constitutional
renewal, could just be the way to start to make that happen and help to address the wider devolution challenges which the UK faces following the
General Election".
Friday 15th May 2015

Blog: The emergence of city regions (http://inlogov.com/2015/05/14/the-emergence-of-city-regions/)
Written by Jon Bloomfield. The structures of sub-national government in the UK are about to undergo major change not just in Scotland but across the
major conurbations. As George Osborne has said "In a modern, knowledge-based economy city size matters like never before."
Thursday 14th May 2015

Blog: The other 1215 Charter: 800 years of elected mayors (http://inlogov.com/2015/05/11/the-forgotten-local-elections-conservativesdefied-predictions-here-too/)
Written by Chris Game. "You'd not have known it from the national media, either before Election Day or since, but the 650 parliamentary contests
weren't the only ones taking place in the UK last Thursday. It was the year in local government's four-year election cycle that almost all English district
and unitary councils – 279 of 293 – had elections, and there were votes too for six mayors, for many parish and town councils, plus the odd local
referendum."
Tuesday 12th May 2015

The forgotten local elections – Conservatives defy predictions in council votes too (http://theconversation.com/the-forgotten-localelections-conservatives-defy-predictions-in-council-votes-too-41627)
Written by Chris Game, Honorary Senior Lecturer, INLOGOV. Gains for the Tories and obliteration for the Lib Dems as councils are selected — sound
familiar?
Tuesday 12th May 2015

Blog: The Ties that Bind: War, History and Power in and around Today's Russia (http://creesbham.blogspot.co.uk/2015/05/the-ties-that-bindwar-history-and.html)
By Dr. Kevork Oskanian. It is difficult indeed to overstate the importance of victory day in Russia. In its solemnity, it is as close to a religious festival as
any secular event could be. The Soviet Union was adept at filling the void left by its Marxist atheism with ritual and symbolism, and, more than on other
days of the contemporary calendar, its imprint was still palpable on May 9th, 2015.
Tuesday 12th May 2015

Blog: The other 1215 Charter: 800 years of elected mayors (http://inlogov.com/2015/05/06/the-other-1215-charter-800-years-of-electedmayors/)
Written by Chris Game. "The LGA's Magna Carta web pages have recently featured a delightful homophone – sounds the same as another word, but
different spelling and meaning. Among this summer's many MC commemorative events will reportedly be "a programme of inciteful lectures and talks"
(my emphasis)."
Thursday 7th May 2015

Blog: Why the zero-carbon homes policy hasn't gone to plan (http://polsis.org/2015/05/05/why-the-zero-carbon-homes-policy-hasnt-gone-toplan/)
In this post, Max Lempriere, PhD Researcher at The Department of Political Science and International Studies discusses why the zero-carbon home
policy has not gone to plan. First Published on The Conversation 15th April 2015
Thursday 7th May 2015

Blog: A marriage made in heaven? (http://inlogov.com/2015/05/05/a-marriage-made-in-heaven/)
Written by Catherine Staite, Director of INLOGOV. The ESRC, LGA and SOLACE have created a new role – that of Research Facilitator for local
government – with the aim of supporting strong and productive relationships between researchers, policy makers and practitioners. I'm very pleased to
take on that role, with the active support of the INLOGOV team of academics and expert practitioners.
Thursday 7th May 2015

DevoManc: a shrewd political move that keeps Treasury control without the responsibility (http://theconversation.com/devomanc-a-shrewdpolitical-move-that-keeps-treasury-control-without-the-responsibility-41375)

Written by Max Lempriere and Sam Warner, PhD Researchers in Political Science. Signed by the chancellor, George Osborne, and the leaders of the
Greater Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA), the latest twist in the DevoManc agenda was the unique agreement that purported to grant residents
"more control over the decisions that affect their lives". Yet closer inspection suggests a more nuanced picture.
Thursday 7th May 2015

Blog: Preparing future leaders: The Total Leadership Programme (http://inlogov.com/2015/05/05/preparing-future-leaders-the-totalleadership-programme/)
Written by Daniel Goodwin – Senior Associate Fellow. The Total Leadership Programme is an exciting new venture which is designed to help senior
local government managers prepare themselves for a chief executive role. It's a partnership between INLOGOV and SOLACE, which fills a serious gap in
provision nationally. It is open not only to directors in councils but also to people at a similar level within private sector firms who work in the public
sector and who might be considering such a move too.
Thursday 7th May 2015

POLSIS Spring Seminar Series Discusses Major Topical Issues (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2015/05/polsis-seminar-series.aspx)
The 2015 POLSIS spring seminar series focused on the crisis in Greece, the rise of populism, rhetoric and leadership, security, ethnic minority
representation and the impending British general election.
Friday 1st May 2015

Prestigious best article prize for Birmingham sociologist (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2015/05/best-article-prize-will-leggett.aspx)
Dr Will Leggett, Senior Lecturer in Sociology, has been awarded the Best Article 2014 prize by the leading journal Policy & Politics.
Friday 1st May 2015

Birmingham Pre-election debate on Immigration co-hosted by The Guardian (/schools/government-society/departments/political-scienceinternational-studies/news/2015/05/guardian-debate-immigration.aspx)
The Department of Political Science and International Studies/School of Government and Society co-host a pre-election debate on immigration with The
Guardian.
Friday 1st May 2015

Pollsters v bookies: who's on the money in election 2015? (http://theconversation.com/pollsters-v-bookies-whos-on-the-money-in-election2015-40933)
Written by Chris Game, Honorary Senior Lecturer, INLOGOV. "Polls Apart!" used to be the cliché newspaper headline whenever two opinion polls about
an impending election reported fractionally differing findings. For the 2015 election, they're rapidly running out of puns. The sense of frustration is
palpable. Those polls keep coming, and none gives a clear idea of who will win.
Friday 1st May 2015

Fiona Nunan co-author of new Climate Compatible Development article (/schools/government-society/departments/internationaldevelopment/news/2015/04/fiona-nunan-climate-compatible-development-article.aspx)
New article in the Journal of Environmental Management demonstrates the economic benefit of a climate compatible development future for mangrove
forests in Kenya.
Friday 24th April 2015

Blog: The West Midlands – a bellwether for the election? (http://polsis.org/2015/04/22/the-west-midlands-a-bellwether-for-the-election/)
In this post, Cherry Miller discusses the key battleground seats and issues in the West Midlands. The original version of this post was published as part
of the General Election 2015 series on the LSE British Politics and Policy Blog on 14th April 2015.
Friday 24th April 2015

Why the zero-carbon homes policy hasn't gone to plan (http://theconversation.com/why-the-zero-carbon-homes-policy-hasnt-gone-to-plan40650)
Written by Max Lempriere, PhD Researcher in Political Science. One of the UK's flagship sustainability policies is in big trouble. Less than a year from
now, the theory goes, all new homes will be "zero-carbon". The reality is rather different. Economic meltdown, a housing crisis, pressure from developers
and poorly designed legislation have all combined to leave the country way behind schedule.
Friday 24th April 2015

What Britain should learn from Syriza and Greek eurosceptics (http://theconversation.com/what-britain-should-learn-from-syriza-and-greekeurosceptics-40653)
Written by Dr George Kyris, Lecturer in International and European Politics. The last few years have been remarkable for Greece's relationship with the
EU. The bail-out agreements between the country and the EU-IMF, the interference of the latter two in domestic affairs and the imposition of austerity
have caused a sharp rise in euroscepticism.
Friday 24th April 2015

Blog: Deaths in the Mediterranean are a direct result of ongoing crisis in north Africa
(https://iddbirmingham.wordpress.com/2015/04/22/deaths-in-the-mediterranean-are-a-direct-result-of-ongoing-crisis-in-north-africa/)
Written by Professor Paul Jackson, a political economist working predominantly on conflict and post-conflict reconstruction. A core area of interest is
decentralisation and governance and it was his extensive experience in Sierra Leone immediately following the war that led him into the area of conflict
analysis and security sector reform.
Friday 24th April 2015

Blog: Make elections work for you: check the polls, but follow the money (http://inlogov.com/2015/04/22/make-elections-work-for-you-checkthe-polls-but-follow-the-money/)
Written by Chris Game. "Spoiler alert: this is a blog about elections, but not local elections – mainly because it's about election betting, and, with one
conspicuous exception, which will be mentioned, our modern-day local election contests and candidates are rarely of sufficiently general interest to
attract much serious fixed odds betting."
Friday 24th April 2015
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