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News in the departments
Keep up to date with the latest news and events (/schools/government-society/events/index.aspx) from around the school and the wide-ranging
projects our staff and students get involved with.
IGS podcast: Ethics and the Holocaust (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2014/07/ethics-holocaust.aspx)
Speakers: Professor Marc Silberman, University of Wisconsin - Madison "The Ethics of Teaching Holocaust Violence". Justin Court, University of
Wisconsin – Madison "The Ethics of Viewing Holocaust Violence".
Wednesday 23rd July 2014

IGS podcast: From Wars of Liberation to Star Wars: Friedrich Schiller's Pop Culture Legacy (/schools/governmentsociety/departments/political-science-international-studies/news/2014/07/from-wars-liberation-to-star-wars.aspx)
Speaker: Professor Jeffrey L. High (California State University Long Beach), "From Wars of Liberation to Star Wars: Friedrich Schiller's Pop Culture
Legacy"
Wednesday 23rd July 2014

CREES renamed the Centre for Russian, European and Eurasian Studies (/schools/government-society/departments/russian-easteuropean-studies/news/2014/07/crees-renamed.aspx)
The Centre for Russian and East European Studies has been renamed the Centre for Russian, European and Eurasian Studies.
Wednesday 23rd July 2014

Flight MH17 and Russia's 'little green men' (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/impact/perspective/russia-mh17.aspx)
Written by Dr Kataryna Wolczuk. "The shooting down of the Malaysia Airlines Boeing 777 in Eastern Ukraine on 17 July has placed the conflict which
has engulfed that part of Ukraine into an entirely new context. It has transformed the event from a localised, regional rebellion into a crisis that brings
Russia's role into the open, writes Kataryna Wolczuk, of the Centre for Russian and European Studies."
Wednesday 23rd July 2014

The Conversation: As Russia votes with Security Council, could MH17 be providing a wake-up call? (http://theconversation.com/as-russiavotes-with-security-council-could-mh17-be-providing-a-wake-up-call-29522)
Written by Professor Stefan Wolff. The unanimous vote in the UN Security Council on the shooting down of Malaysia Airlines flight MH17 over rebelcontrolled territory in eastern Ukraine is a welcome step. The resolution, drafted by Australia which lost 37 people in the tragedy, condemns the downing
of the aircraft and calls for all states to co-operate with the investigation and demands that armed groups allow open access to the crash site.
Wednesday 23rd July 2014

New book series: Global Political Economies of Gender and Sexuality (/schools/government-society/departments/political-scienceinternational-studies/news/2014/03/global-political-economies-gender-sexuality.aspx)
Dr Nicola Smith, Senior Lecturer in POLSIS, has recently signed a book series. The book series is called 'Global Political Economies of Gender and
Sexuality', is being published by Rowman & Littlefield International and is edited by Nicola Smith, Adrienne Roberts (University of Manchester) and
Juanita Elias (University of Birmingham). The series has just started and they will have a big launch once the first books have been commissioned.
Monday 21st July 2014

The Conversation: How far were Russia's 'little green men' involved in the downing of Malaysia Airlines flight MH17?
(http://theconversation.com/how-far-were-russias-little-green-men-involved-in-the-downing-of-malaysia-airlines-flight-mh17-29422)
Written by Dr Kataryna Wolczuk. The shooting down of the Malaysia Airlines Boeing 777 in Eastern Ukraine on 17th June has placed the conflict which
has engulfed that part of Ukraine into an entirely new context. It has transformed the event from a localised, regional rebellion into a crisis that brings
Russia's role into the open.
Monday 21st July 2014

The Israeli-Palestinian crisis: A distressing déjà vu (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/news/thebirminghambrief/items/2014/07/israeli-palestiniancrisis.aspx)
Written by Dr Asaf Siniver. The most depressing aspect of the current round of violence between Israelis and Palestinians, beyond the death toll and the
human suffering, is the sheer predictability of this crisis. As far as contemporary armed conflicts go, few could match the intensity, inevitability and
perpetuity of the ongoing struggle between the militant group Hamas and the Israeli government.
Thursday 17th July 2014

The Conversation: Thaw in UK-Iran relations will depend on Rouhani's actions, not his words, say MPs (http://theconversation.com/thaw-inuk-iran-relations-will-depend-on-rouhanis-actions-not-his-words-say-mps-29111)
Written by Dr Adam Quinn. The House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee's new report on policy towards Iran contains no surprises – startling new
departures aren't in the nature of such documents – but does help crystallise a couple of important features of the present posture of the Western
coalition's posture towards Iran.
Thursday 17th July 2014

The Conversation: The BRICS plan for a new world order begins with a bank (http://theconversation.com/the-brics-plan-for-a-new-worldorder-begins-with-a-bank-29251)
Written by Dr Marco Vieira. Could history one day judge the latest BRICS summit as significant as the Bretton Woods conference of 1944? That is the
hope of leaders from Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa as they meet in the city of Fortaleza, Brazil to establish a new institutional
architecture to counter (or maybe complement) the Western-controlled finacial system.
Thursday 17th July 2014

INLOGOV MSc brochure 2014 (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/Documents/college-social-sciences/governmentsociety/inlogov/degrees/inlogov-pg-courses.pdf)
Read the latest MSc brochure from INLOGOV. At INLOGOV, we recognise that everyone's needs are different. To ensure that your course is right for
you, we have designed our programmes with this mind and have created flexible and adaptable programmes to meet the needs of both you and your
organisation.
Tuesday 15th July 2014

INLOGOV briefing paper: What happened to the NOC councils after May 2014? (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/Documents/college-socialsciences/government-society/inlogov/briefing-papers/2014/2014-local-election-results.pdf)
Written by Chris Game, Honorary Senior Lecturer at INLOGOV. Most of the results – and effectively the outcomes – of May's local elections were in the
media the following day. For a fifth of councils, though – the black holes in this Briefing Paper's cover map – while the results, in terms of seat numbers,
were available, the all-important outcomes – who will actually run the authority – weren't, often for weeks. The Briefing Paper's main purpose is to fill in
those black holes, detailing who's now running what and how.
Friday 4th July 2014

A rigorous review of the role and impact of private schools in developing countries (/schools/governmentsociety/departments/international-development/news/2014/07/private-schools-developing-countries.aspx)
A new review analyses recent evidence on the role and impact of private schools on education for children in developing countries, focusing on the
delivery of education for the poor.
Friday 4th July 2014

Field Study to Istanbul: Turkish delight for IDD students (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/government-society/teaching/studentprofiles/postgraduate/idd/2013-14/tomislav-korman-field-study-mpa.aspx)
This April more than 30 IDD masters students flew to Istanbul, Turkey, to participate in a field study organised with the help of IDD alumnus Dr Ali Ercan
Ozgur, founder of IDEMA consulting. During this five-day study programme, more than fourteen speakers and nine host organizations shared their
experience of government systems, business and public administration with the group.
Friday 27th June 2014

INLOGOV briefing paper: Reflections on 'Bridging the gap' (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/Documents/college-social-sciences/governmentsociety/inlogov/briefing-papers/2014/reflections-on-bridging-the-gap.pdf)
Written by Daniel Goodwin, June 2014. The Inlogov Symposium, Bridging the Gap, was designed to encourage the sharing of new ideas,creativity,
evidence and experience on some of the key challenges for local government. This post expands on an earlier blog piece, reflects on the discussions
and suggests points and questions for the future.
Thursday 26th June 2014

Podcast: Challenges to emerging and established powers: Brazil and the United Kingdom in the contemporary global order
(/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-international-studies/news/2014/06/brazil-united-kingdom-contemporary-globalorder.aspx)
This workshop organised by Dr Marco Vieira and Dr Jonathan Grix (30-31 May 2014) and hosted by the University of Birmingham aimed to critically
examine the prospects of either cooperation or competition between Brazil and the United Kingdom in several dimensions of contemporary global order.
Friday 20th June 2014

3-year PhD Studentships available in the ICCS (/schools/government-society/news/school-wide/2014/06/iccs-funded-phd-studentship.aspx)
The Institute for Conflict, Cooperation and Security (ICCS) was recently awarded a major grant to develop a new research stream in social neuroscience
and international security, building on its vibrant research culture in the fields of trust and cooperation. As part of this project, the ICCS is seeking to
appoint a series of new posts, including two new PhD studentships in the areas of Cybersecurity and Social Neuroscience and Security.
Thursday 19th June 2014

Research profile: Dr Huw Macartney (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2014/06/research-video-huw-macartney.aspx)
Dr Huw Macartney is a political economist whose work is broadly concerned with the politics of banking and financial services. Huw's current research
focuses on two big themes: UK and European banking reform following the global financial crisis; and depoliticisation and its relationship to the
Eurozone debt crisis.
Thursday 19th June 2014

Research profile: Professor Nicholas J. Wheeler (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2014/06/research-video-nicholas-wheeler.aspx)
Professor Nicholas J. Wheeler is Professor of International Relations and Director of the Institute for Conflict, Cooperation, and Security at the University
of Birmingham.
Thursday 19th June 2014

Video: Dr Christalla Yakinthou at TEDxUniversityofBirmingham (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2014/06/christalla-yakinthou-tedx-uob.aspx)
Dr Christalla Yakinthou, Birmingham Fellow in the POLSIS gave a talk on "Reaching out to enemy communities after conflict" at the recent TEDx
University of Birmingham based around the theme of Throwing Caution to the Wind -- or in other words, risk taking.
Thursday 19th June 2014
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