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News in the departments
Keep up to date with the latest news and events (/schools/government-society/events/index.aspx) from around the school and the wide-ranging
projects our staff and students get involved with.
The Conversation: As Russia votes with Security Council, could MH17 be providing a wake-up call? (http://theconversation.com/as-russiavotes-with-security-council-could-mh17-be-providing-a-wake-up-call-29522)
Written by Professor Stefan Wolff. The unanimous vote in the UN Security Council on the shooting down of Malaysia Airlines flight MH17 over rebelcontrolled territory in eastern Ukraine is a welcome step. The resolution, drafted by Australia which lost 37 people in the tragedy, condemns the downing
of the aircraft and calls for all states to co-operate with the investigation and demands that armed groups allow open access to the crash site.
Wednesday 23rd July 2014

New book series: Global Political Economies of Gender and Sexuality (/schools/government-society/departments/political-scienceinternational-studies/news/2014/03/global-political-economies-gender-sexuality.aspx)
Dr Nicola Smith, Senior Lecturer in POLSIS, has recently signed a book series. The book series is called 'Global Political Economies of Gender and
Sexuality', is being published by Rowman & Littlefield International and is edited by Nicola Smith, Adrienne Roberts (University of Manchester) and
Juanita Elias (University of Birmingham). The series has just started and they will have a big launch once the first books have been commissioned.
Monday 21st July 2014

Blog: From repression to co-production with citizens: Why we need behaviour change in healthcare (http://inlogov.com/2014/07/21/fromrepression-to-co-production/)
Written by Jörgen Tholstrup. What's the mission of health care? I've been working as a physician and gastroenterologist both in Denmark and Sweden
for more than 30 years. Over time, I've become more and more puzzled about our healthcare system and how otherwise responsible human beings can
tolerate the way that common behaviourial rules are suspended when you access healthcare.
Monday 21st July 2014

The Conversation: How far were Russia's 'little green men' involved in the downing of Malaysia Airlines flight MH17?
(http://theconversation.com/how-far-were-russias-little-green-men-involved-in-the-downing-of-malaysia-airlines-flight-mh17-29422)
Written by Dr Kataryna Wolczuk. The shooting down of the Malaysia Airlines Boeing 777 in Eastern Ukraine on 17th June has placed the conflict which
has engulfed that part of Ukraine into an entirely new context. It has transformed the event from a localised, regional rebellion into a crisis that brings
Russia's role into the open.
Monday 21st July 2014

Blog: Masters students on Kenya study tour 2014 (http://iddbirmingham.wordpress.com/2014/07/18/masters-students-on-kenya-study-tour2014/)
Written by Freyja Oddsdottir. For the past couple of years, the IDD has organised a field research trip to assist IDD Masters students with the logistics
of field research, which is an optional component of their MSc degree. Last year, the destination was Kerala in South India. In June this year, a group of
16 students travelled to Nairobi, Kenya, along with Dr Jonathan Fisher and Freyja Oddsdottir, where they stayed for three weeks to conduct field
research for their dissertation.
Monday 21st July 2014

The Israeli-Palestinian crisis: A distressing déjà vu (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/news/thebirminghambrief/items/2014/07/israeli-palestiniancrisis.aspx)
Written by Dr Asaf Siniver. The most depressing aspect of the current round of violence between Israelis and Palestinians, beyond the death toll and the
human suffering, is the sheer predictability of this crisis. As far as contemporary armed conflicts go, few could match the intensity, inevitability and
perpetuity of the ongoing struggle between the militant group Hamas and the Israeli government.
Thursday 17th July 2014

The Conversation: Thaw in UK-Iran relations will depend on Rouhani's actions, not his words, say MPs (http://theconversation.com/thaw-inuk-iran-relations-will-depend-on-rouhanis-actions-not-his-words-say-mps-29111)
Written by Dr Adam Quinn. The House of Commons Foreign Affairs Committee's new report on policy towards Iran contains no surprises – startling new
departures aren't in the nature of such documents – but does help crystallise a couple of important features of the present posture of the Western
coalition's posture towards Iran.
Thursday 17th July 2014

The Conversation: The BRICS plan for a new world order begins with a bank (http://theconversation.com/the-brics-plan-for-a-new-worldorder-begins-with-a-bank-29251)
Written by Dr Marco Vieira. Could history one day judge the latest BRICS summit as significant as the Bretton Woods conference of 1944? That is the
hope of leaders from Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa as they meet in the city of Fortaleza, Brazil to establish a new institutional
architecture to counter (or maybe complement) the Western-controlled finacial system.
Thursday 17th July 2014

INLOGOV MSc brochure 2014 (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/Documents/college-social-sciences/governmentsociety/inlogov/degrees/inlogov-pg-courses.pdf)
Read the latest MSc brochure from INLOGOV. At INLOGOV, we recognise that everyone's needs are different. To ensure that your course is right for
you, we have designed our programmes with this mind and have created flexible and adaptable programmes to meet the needs of both you and your
organisation.
Tuesday 15th July 2014

Blog: A view from Barnet's Chris Naylor: how the class of 2014 are responding to perma-austerity (http://inlogov.com/2014/07/15/a-view-frombarnets-chris-naylor-how-the-class-of-2014-are-responding-to-perma-austerity/)
Written by Chris Naylor. Two weeks ago I gave the lunchtime pep talk to a dozen young hopeful students each vying for a coveted place on Barnet's
graduate programme. Furiously clever, ambitious for Barnet and public services more generally – I didn't envy those with the task of making a final
selection. Like the alumni who have come through the Council's programme before them, many of whom a decade on, as senior managers, continue to
make a profound contribution to the success of the borough, the Class of '14 will truly be the 21st Century Public Servants.
Tuesday 15th July 2014

Blog: How can the 21st century public servant survive an era of perma-austerity? (http://inlogov.com/2014/07/09/how-can-the-21st-centurypublic-servant-survive-an-era-of-perma-austerity/)
Written by Catherine Mangan. We are launching the first theme from our 21st Century Public Servant project – the need to survive a seemingly unending
period of austerity – to coincide with the Local Government Association conference, where austerity is a central theme. Our research with local
government and other public service delivery organisations found that 'perma-austerity' is both inhibiting and catalysing change, as organisations struggle
to balance short-term cost-cutting and redundancies with a strategic vision for change.
Monday 14th July 2014

Blog: 21st century public servant: the discussion phase (http://inlogov.com/2014/07/08/21st-century-public-servant-the-discussion-phase/)
Written by Catherine Needham. This post is based on a provocation which I posed at INLOGOV's recent Summer Symposium. It is an attempt to move
on the conversation about engagement between local government, other public institutions, citizens and communities.
Tuesday 8th July 2014

INLOGOV briefing paper: What happened to the NOC councils after May 2014? (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/Documents/college-socialsciences/government-society/inlogov/briefing-papers/2014/2014-local-election-results.pdf)
Written by Chris Game, Honorary Senior Lecturer at INLOGOV. Most of the results – and effectively the outcomes – of May's local elections were in the
media the following day. For a fifth of councils, though – the black holes in this Briefing Paper's cover map – while the results, in terms of seat numbers,
were available, the all-important outcomes – who will actually run the authority – weren't, often for weeks. The Briefing Paper's main purpose is to fill in
those black holes, detailing who's now running what and how.
Friday 4th July 2014

A rigorous review of the role and impact of private schools in developing countries (/schools/governmentsociety/departments/international-development/news/2014/07/private-schools-developing-countries.aspx)
A new review analyses recent evidence on the role and impact of private schools on education for children in developing countries, focusing on the
delivery of education for the poor.
Friday 4th July 2014

Blog: What happened to the NOC councils after the May elections: a moan and a puff (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/06/30/whathappened-to-the-noc-councils-after-the-may-elections-a-moan-and-a-puf/)
Written by Chris Game. 'Five Days in May': the time it took in 1940 for Churchill to manoeuvre the War Cabinet into a five-year World War, in 2010 to
form Britain's first post-war peacetime coalition – and in 2014 for Tower Hamlets LBC to announce its local election results. OK, I've exaggerated – it
was actually 119 hours after the polls closed, so only 4.96 days, but still not good, even discounting the malpractice allegations.
Monday 30th June 2014

Field Study to Istanbul: Turkish delight for IDD students (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/government-society/teaching/studentprofiles/postgraduate/idd/2013-14/tomislav-korman-field-study-mpa.aspx)
This April more than 30 IDD masters students flew to Istanbul, Turkey, to participate in a field study organised with the help of IDD alumnus Dr Ali Ercan
Ozgur, founder of IDEMA consulting. During this five-day study programme, more than fourteen speakers and nine host organizations shared their
experience of government systems, business and public administration with the group.
Friday 27th June 2014

INLOGOV briefing paper: Reflections on 'Bridging the gap' (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/Documents/college-social-sciences/governmentsociety/inlogov/briefing-papers/2014/reflections-on-bridging-the-gap.pdf)
Written by Daniel Goodwin, June 2014. The Inlogov Symposium, Bridging the Gap, was designed to encourage the sharing of new ideas,creativity,
evidence and experience on some of the key challenges for local government. This post expands on an earlier blog piece, reflects on the discussions
and suggests points and questions for the future.
Thursday 26th June 2014

Blog: Politics shape services; and services shape politics (http://iddbirmingham.wordpress.com/2014/06/24/politics-shape-services-andservices-shape-politics/)
Written by Professor Richard Batley. In governance circles, service delivery is often discussed as if it raised common issues across service sectors as
diverse as health, education, water and sanitation. Yet within sectors, debates about governance issues are quite distinct.
Wednesday 25th June 2014

Blog: Strengthening democracy and participation: routes to re-connection and engagement - a provocation
(http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/06/20/strengthening-democracy-and-participation-routes-to-re-connection-and-engagement-aprovocation/)
Written by Catherine Durose. This post is based on a provocation which I posed at INLOGOV's recent Summer Symposium. It is an attempt to move on
the conversation about engagement between local government, other public institutions, citizens and communities.
Friday 20th June 2014

Blog: Re-valuing The Public (http://inlogov.wordpress.com/2014/06/20/re-valuing-the-public/)
Written by Teresa L. Córdova. When we are on the ground getting the policies implemented, or perhaps even making the policies, we focus on doing
what we can get done. One of our first questions is, "what are the constraints, the limits of what is possible (or probable), given current fiscal conditions,
regulatory structures, or political dynamics."
Friday 20th June 2014
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