University of Birmingham
News in the departments
Keep up to date with the latest news and events (/schools/government-society/events/index.aspx) from around the school and the wide-ranging
projects our staff and students get involved with.
IDD Guest seminar podcast: Succeeding to failure: Hybrid organizations and institutional complexity (/schools/governmentsociety/departments/international-development/news/2015/03/hybrid-organizations-and-institutional-complexity.aspx)
Speaker: Professor Royston Greenwood, University of Alberta.
Friday 6th March 2015

IGS podcast: DEFA's Last Gasp: Melancholy and the End of East German Filmmaking (/schools/government-society/departments/politicalscience-international-studies/news/2015/03/melancholy-and-the-end-of-east-german-filmmaking.aspx)
Speaker: Nick Hodgin (University of Lancaster)
Friday 6th March 2015

Blog: International Women's Day and Britain's gender gap of shame (http://inlogov.com/2015/03/06/international-womens-day-and-britainsgender-gap-of-shame/)
Written by Chris Game. Sunday sees the 107th celebration of International Women's Day (IWD), and for the 102nd year on March 8. It's a longer history
than is often supposed and, reflected in its still occasionally used Leninist title – International Working Women's Day – a more socialist one.
Friday 6th March 2015

POLSIS MA Study tour visit Brussels, January 2015 (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2015/02/brussels.aspx)
Every year all MA students based within POLSIS have the opportunity to take part in an study trip to Brussels. This year, Dr Derek Averre led a party of
30 master's students on the Brussels study tour to visit EU institutions and NATO on 18-21 January 2015.
Friday 6th March 2015

New book on Paying Bribes for Public Services (http://www.dlprog.org/news/new-book-on-paying-bribes-for-public-services.php)
Extensive survey data based on interviews with 250,000 people in 119 countries underpin a new book on public service corruption co-authored by DLP
research fellow Caryn Peiffer.
Friday 6th March 2015

Training on fragility, statebuilding and peacebuilding (http://www.dlprog.org/news/training-on-fragility-statebuilding-and-peacebuilding.php)
Senior DLP Research Fellow Alina Rocha Menocal leads a day of training on fragility, statebuilding and peacebuilding at the Swisspeace Academy in
Basel this week. This is part of swisspeace's Certificate of Advanced Studies in Fragility, Conflict & Statebuilding.
Friday 6th March 2015

IGS podcast: The Germanification of European policy towards Russia: New German Power in the making? (/schools/governmentsociety/departments/political-science-international-studies/news/2015/03/the-germanification-of-european-policy-towards-russia.aspx)
Speaker: Liana Fix (Justus Liebig University, Giessen)
Friday 6th March 2015

Why Iran's Supreme Leader may yet swallow a bitter nuclear deal (http://theconversation.com/why-irans-supreme-leader-may-yet-swallow-abitter-nuclear-deal-38244)
Written by Professor Scott Lucas. Iran is being pushed to the edge by sanctions over its nuclear programme. Will its dying Supreme Leader cave to the
pressure?
Friday 6th March 2015

Blog: What is local government for? (http://inlogov.com/2015/03/04/what-is-local-government-for/)
Written by Howard Elcock. Do we know what local government is for? Is it just a device for providing services to people at the behest of the central
government, or does it provide local citizens with a means of making policy choices about what they want their councils to do?
Thursday 5th March 2015

Blog: Gender & the Research Excellence Framework: An Analysis of the Politics & International Studies Unit of Assessment (I)
(http://polsis.org/2015/03/03/gender-the-research-excellence-framework-an-analysis-of-the-politics-international-studies-unit-ofassessment-i/)
Written by Dr Fran Amery, Dr Stephen Bates and Professor Steve McKay . Ever wondered about the gendered dimensions of the REF returns and
rankings for the Politics & International Studies Unit of Assessment? Well wonder no longer.
Thursday 5th March 2015

Blog: Gender & the Research Excellence Framework: An Analysis of the Politics & International Studies Unit of Assessment (II)
(http://polsis.org/2015/03/05/gender-the-research-excellence-framework-an-analysis-of-the-politics-international-studies-unit-ofassessment-ii/)
Written by Dr Fran Amery, Dr Stephen Bates and Professor Steve McKay. This is the second of two posts on gender and the Research Excellence
Framework (you may also be interested in this post on what titles of outputs submitted to the Politics & International Studies Unit of Assessment tell us
about (sub-)disciplinary trends).
Thursday 5th March 2015

Blog: A Corpus-Based Analysis of REF Output Titles for Politics and International Studies* (http://polsis.org/2015/03/03/a-corpus-basedanalysis-of-ref-output-titles-for-politics-and-international-studies/)
Written by Dr Stephen Bates. Have you ever wondered what the titles of outputs submitted to the REF tell us about disciplinary trends, foci and
boundaries? Well, thanks to the wonder of corpus linguistics and Laurence Anthony's AntConc, wonder no longer.
Wednesday 4th March 2015

Russia has lost an opposition leader of substance (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/perspective/boris-nemtsov-murder.aspx)
Written by Dr David White. "The key challenge for Russia's broad opposition movement is to maintain consistently high levels of protest by mobilising
passive opponents of the regime – not just as a response to specific events and outside of election periods."
Wednesday 4th March 2015

Iraq government cuts threaten its brightest students abroad (http://theconversation.com/iraq-government-cuts-threaten-its-brighteststudents-abroad-38187)
Written by Professor Scott Lucas. Iraqis pursuing postgraduate study abroad face a difficult future, after the country's higher education minister signed
two measures cutting their stipends by up to 50% and limiting support to three years.
Wednesday 4th March 2015

Netanyahu's address to Congress was more about politics than Iran (http://theconversation.com/netanyahus-address-to-congress-wasmore-about-politics-than-iran-38145)
Written by Dr Asaf Siniver. Until Tuesday, Winston Churchill was the only foreign leader to have addressed the US Congress on three separate
occasions. Now Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has joined this very exclusive club.
Wednesday 4th March 2015

In death, Boris Nemtsov embodies the hope of a better Russia (http://theconversation.com/in-death-boris-nemtsov-embodies-the-hope-ofa-better-russia-38242)
Written by Dr Adrian Campbell. For Russia to make peace with its troubled post-Communist history, it needs a 1990s hero to remember. Boris Nemtsov
could be just that.
Monday 2nd March 2015

Blog: The expansion of arms-length government is not necessarily at odds with democratic accountability
(http://inlogov.com/2015/03/02/the-expansion-of-arms-length-government-is-not-necessarily-at-odds-with-democratic-accountability/)
How democratic is arms-length government? Catherine Durose, Jonathan B. Justice and Chris Skelcher argue that those who consider it to be an
undemocratic phenomenon over-simplify, and make the case for assessing the question in a more citizen and community focussed manner.
Monday 2nd March 2015

IDD Guest seminar podcast: Corporate influence on institutional development in an emerging economy: The case of China
(/schools/government-society/departments/international-development/news/2015/02/corporate-influence-on-institutional-development-inan-emerging-economy-china.aspx)
Speaker: Professor John Child, Birmingham Business School, University of Birmingham. This seminar examines the role of large corporations in shaping
institutional development, with particular reference to China. Although institutions are potentially powerful actors in the Chinese business environment,
reflecting considerable control by government and Party, there has been scope for non-Chinese corporations to influence the development of their
regulations and policies.
Friday 27th February 2015

New World Development article by Fiona Nunan (/schools/government-society/departments/international-development/news/2015/02/newworld-development-article.aspx)
Newly published article in World Development examines how different types of institutions impact on the co-management of fisheries, drawing on
research on inland fisheries in East Africa and Malawi.
Thursday 26th February 2015

IDD Guest seminar podcast: Programming the poor for the global market (/schools/government-society/departments/internationaldevelopment/news/2015/02/programming-the-poor-for-the-global-market.aspx)
Speaker: Paul Cammack, Professor of Global Political Economy, City University of Hong Kong.
Thursday 26th February 2015
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