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News in the departments
Keep up to date with the latest news and events (/schools/government-society/events/index.aspx) from around the school and the wide-ranging
projects our staff and students get involved with.
Greece votes No: experts respond (http://theconversation.com/greece-votes-no-experts-respond-44231)
Written by Costas Milas, University of Liverpool; George Kyris, University of Birmingham; James Arvanitakis, University of Western Sydney; Nikos
Papastergiadis, University of Melbourne; Remy Davison, Monash University; Richard Holden, UNSW Australia; Ross Buckley, UNSW Australia, and
Sofia Vasilopoulou, University of York. Academic experts respond to the No vote in Greece's referendum on whether or not to accept a bailout offer from
their international creditors.
Monday 6th July 2015

Syriza risks an EU exit in a referendum wracked with problems (http://theconversation.com/syriza-risks-an-eu-exit-in-a-referendumwracked-with-problems-44118)
Written by Dr Sotirios Zartaloudis. Greeks face a big dilemma in the July 5 referendum. It's been badly organised, democratically questionable and
there's a great deal at stake.
Monday 6th July 2015

The dangerous gamble that could spark full-scale conflict in Ukraine (http://theconversation.com/the-dangerous-gamble-that-could-sparkfull-scale-conflict-in-ukraine-44115)
Written by Professor Stefan Wolff and Professor Tatyana Malyarenko (Professor of Public Administration at Donetsk State Management University).
Ukraine is giving Russia two options – and neither is likely to end well.
Friday 3rd July 2015

Europe is heading towards constitutional crisis, with or without Greece (http://theconversation.com/europe-is-heading-towardsconstitutional-crisis-with-or-without-greece-44151)
Written by Dr Nicole Scicluna. Five years of turmoil shows the union rests on shaky legal foundations.
Friday 3rd July 2015

Blog: Do 'sticky' institutions always survive? The demise of the Audit Commission (http://inlogov.com/2015/06/24/do-sticky-institutionsalways-survive-the-demise-of-the-audit-commission/)
Written by Katherine Tonkiss. "The Audit Commission played a central role in the audit, inspection, performance improvement and regulation of local
authorities (and other public service providers) in England for over thirty years. Operating at arm's length from government, it thrived under the efficiency
and performance improvement agendas of successive Conservative and Labour governments, growing into a large and powerful public body."
Wednesday 24th June 2015

Blog: Prizes for local government: Latin America or England? (https://iddbirmingham.wordpress.com/2015/06/19/prizes-for-localgovernment-latin-america-or-england/)
Written by Dr Andrew Nickson. Last week I was in Panama City to deliver the inaugural address at the 2nd Latin American seminar on good practices in
municipal management. My topic was the challenges of sub-national governance in the region, after thirty years during which local political democracy
has gradually become the norm, accompanied by a growing share of fiscal revenue devolved to local government.
Monday 22nd June 2015

Syria's opposition is trapped in a life-threatening fuel crisis (http://theconversation.com/syrias-opposition-is-trapped-in-a-life-threateningfuel-crisis-43501)
Written by Professor Scott Lucas. With both Islamic State and Assad cutting off its fuel supplies, the Syrian opposition is struggling to survive.
Monday 22nd June 2015

Birmingham academics present research findings in Parliament (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/research/activity/conflict-cooperationsecurity/news/2015/06/birmingham-academics-present-research-findings-in-parliament.aspx)
Leading academics from the Institute for Conflict, Cooperation and Security presented findings from their research project on 'The Political Effects of
UAVs' to the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Drones.
Friday 19th June 2015

Why the UK doesn't mind if aid boosts military spending (http://theconversation.com/why-the-uk-doesnt-mind-if-aid-boosts-militaryspending-43073)
Written by Dr Jonathan Fisher. It's not a surprise that development aid frees up money for countries to spend on defence budgets. Why is the UK so
shocked by its own policies?
Friday 19th June 2015

Rogue bankers join the welfare cheats on Osborne hit list (http://theconversation.com/rogue-bankers-join-the-welfare-cheats-on-osbornehit-list-43191)
Written by Dr Huw Macartney. More than just a piece of clever rhetoric, the government is making genuine changes to regulating the financial services
industry.
Friday 19th June 2015

Students Win the Annual Staff-Student Football Match (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2015/06/students-win-the-annual-staff-student-football-match.aspx)
In one of the highlights of football calendar staff and students battled it out in the annual POLSIS staff-student game last week.
Thursday 18th June 2015

Reforming FIFA: what can we learn from experience with (other) corrupt autocrats? (http://oxfamblogs.org/fp2p/reforming-fifa-what-can-welearn-from-experience-with-other-corrupt-autocrats/)
Written by Paul Jackson and Heather Marquette. Acres (how many football pitches-worth, we wonder) have been written about the footballing earthquake
that followed the arrest of several FIFA officials and the melodramatic end of Sepp Blatter's reign. But here's another angle.
Friday 12th June 2015

Blog: Recall – right for councillors, right for mayors (http://inlogov.com/2015/06/11/recall-right-for-councillors-right-for-mayors/)
Written by Chris Game. "The topical, and certainly most agreeable, purpose of this blog is to applaud the appointment of illustrator, cartoonist and
writer, Chris Riddell, as the ninth Children's Laureate. The enviably talented Riddell has been The Observer's political cartoonist for 20 years and is also a
writer and multi-award-winning illustrator of children's books. But before any of that fame and fortune, he generously provided easily the most eyecatching half-page in an INLOGOV undergraduate degree recruitment brochure.
Friday 12th June 2015

POLSIS doctoral researcher wins prestigious Li Siguang Scholarship (/schools/government-society/departments/political-scienceinternational-studies/news/2015/06/dr-wins-li-siguang-scholarship.aspx)
Ran Yan, a doctoral researcher starting in September 2015, has been awarded a highly competitive funded studentship offered by the university in
partnership with the China Scholarship Council.
Friday 12th June 2015

Blog: Metro mayors: this time at least feels different from 2012 (http://inlogov.com/2015/06/04/metro-mayors-this-time-at-least-feels-differentfrom-2012/)
Written by Chris Game. "Despite what service users doubtless feel on occasions, things can move quite fast in local government."
Friday 5th June 2015

Central African Republic takes a small step towards peace – but a leap is what's needed (http://theconversation.com/central-africanrepublic-takes-a-small-step-towards-peace-but-a-leap-is-whats-needed-41640)
Written by Professor Paul Jackson. The CAR is a phantom state that has barely existed for years. Even with a ten-way peace deal now signed, what
future does it have?
Wednesday 3rd June 2015

Jason Rezaian trial: journalists cannot expect justice in Iran (http://theconversation.com/jason-rezaian-trial-journalists-cannot-expectjustice-in-iran-42379)
Written by Professor Scott Lucas. The trial of an American journalist in Iran was a craven farce – and a reminder of the brutality with which Tehran still
treats journalists.
Wednesday 3rd June 2015

IGS podcast: Is Germany to blame? Perceptions of Germany during the Eurocrisis (/schools/government-society/departments/politicalscience-international-studies/news/2015/05/is-germany-to-blame.aspx)
As part of its research project, '(Not) Made in Germany? Imagining Germany from the Outside', the Institute for German Studies will be welcoming
Joachim Schild and Dieter Berckvens (University of Trier), presented their work.
Friday 29th May 2015

400 heads are better than one: Tales from a public management conference (http://inlogov.com/2015/05/29/400-heads-are-better-than-onetales-from-a-public-management-conference/)
Written by Sue Olney. In this post, Sue Olney (@olney_sue) gives us an overview of the International Research Society of Public Management
Conference (IRSPM) hosted by INLOGOV, and provides some highlights as well as links to interesting sessions.
Friday 29th May 2015

Securing Sierra Leone, 1997-2013: Defence, Diplomacy and Development in Action (/schools/government-society/news/schoolwide/2015/05/securing-sierra-leone-1997-2013.aspx)
Professor Paul Jackson has recently co-authored a new book on Securing Sierra Leone, 1997–2013. Launched at RUSI in May 2015, the monograph
examines the development and impact of security-sector reform on the state-building process in Sierra Leone.
Thursday 28th May 2015
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