University of Birmingham
Latest research news
The latest research news from around the School of Government and Society.

Huge Russian rate hike plays roulette with the economy (http://theconversation.com/huge-russian-rate-hike-plays-roulette-with-theeconomy-35568)
Written by Dr Richard Connolly. Russia's Central Bank has raised its key interest rate from 10.5% to 17% in an emergency move that is designed to
halt the ongoing collapse of the rouble, which has accelerated in recent weeks. The dramatic intervention comes after the rouble suffered its worst oneday fall since the August 1998 financial crisis.
Tuesday 16th December 2014

CREES staff member delivers talk at The National Defence Academy of Latvia (/schools/government-society/departments/russian-easteuropean-studies/news/2014/12/derek-averre-delivers-talk-national-defence-academy-of-latvia.aspx)
Dr Derek Averre of CREES/POLSIS spoke about Europe and the Ukraine crisis at the National Defence Academy of Latvia, Riga, on 03 December 2014.
Monday 15th December 2014

Blog: The journey to the common: what is the role of the voluntary sector? (http://inlogov.com/2014/12/12/journey-to-the-common-what-isthe-role-of-the-voluntary-sector/)
Written by Anna Coleman and Julia Segar. A recent publication by the New Local Government Network (NLGN) looked at how local councils are
preparing for the future and suggests depressingly that "there is simply no way that local government can reach 2018 let alone 2020 while still delivering
the full range and quality of services currently on offer"(p6). Simply put, we have an ageing population, with associated increasing demand for care
services and draconian cuts in council budgets.
Friday 12th December 2014

IGS podcast: Disobeying Hitler: German Resistance in the last year of WWII (/schools/government-society/departments/political-scienceinternational-studies/news/2014/12/disobeying-hitler.aspx)
Speaker: Randall Hansen (University of Toronto).
Thursday 11th December 2014

Russia's economy is failing, but that gives it a chance to reform (http://theconversation.com/russias-economy-is-failing-but-that-gives-it-achance-to-reform-35215)
Written by Dr Richard Connolly. Since the summer, the global price of oil has plummeted. After hovering above the US$100 per barrel level since 2010,
prices have declined by around 40% in the space of just a few months. Brent crude has fallen below the $70 a barrel mark, with OPEC's recent decision
to leave production levels unchanged raising the possibility that oil prices may have further to fall.
Tuesday 9th December 2014

Blog: The LGC100: what it does and doesn't measure (http://inlogov.com/2014/12/05/the-lgc100-what-it-does-and-doesnt-measure/)
Written by Chris Game. I used, years ago, to have a whole Pol Sci 1 lecture about power and influence, their similarities and differences. By one of life's
synchronicities, I've been reminded of it twice in the past week. Don't go – I'm not about to disinter it, although I will share the six-word summary that I
could, if really pushed, get it down to: Power's a tool, Influence a skill.
Friday 5th December 2014

Podcast: The New Challenges and Choices of the South Caucasus: Between Political, Cultural and Economic Priorities
(/schools/government-society/departments/russian-east-european-studies/news/2014/11/challenges-and-choices-of-the-southcaucasus.aspx)
Dr Denis Dvornikov spoke on the current political situation in the South Caucasus region, focussing on the new challenges linked with geopolitical
integration projects such as the Eurasian Economic Union and the Iran factor as well as the situation with the region's non-recognised states (Abkhazia,
South Ossetia, and Nagorno-Karabakh). He will also address recent events in Russia – Georgia dialogue and perspectives for economic development.
Friday 5th December 2014

FIFA offers a surprise lesson on how to reform post-conflict Bosnia and Herzegovina (http://theconversation.com/fifa-offers-a-surpriselesson-on-how-to-reform-post-conflict-bosnia-and-herzegovina-34633)
Written by Dr Laurence Cooley. Bosnia and Herzegovina recently held its seventh general election since the end of the 1992-1995 war – a conflict that
left more than 100,000 dead. On the face of it, the obvious victors of these elections appear to be the country's dominant nationalist parties, which have
held power for almost two decades.
Friday 5th December 2014

Focus on the Caucasus (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-international-studies/news/2014/12/focus-on-thecaucasus.aspx)
A roundtable on the Nagorno-Karabakh Conflict, a presentation on the challenges and choices of the South Caucasus and participation at conferences in
Baku highlight research strengths and interest in the Caucasus.
Thursday 4th December 2014

Moldova's future in the balance after uncertain election result (http://theconversation.com/moldovas-future-in-the-balance-after-uncertainelection-result-34895)
Written by Professor Stefan Wolff. Moldova has gone to the polls in a vote seen as crucial for determining the country's future direction. Preliminary
results indicate that the pro-European parties together achieved about 44% of the vote, while those parties considered to be more pro-Russia came in
with just under 40% of the vote, on a turnout of around 56%. These headline figures, however, mask a more complicated picture.
Tuesday 2nd December 2014
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