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My research integrates the ICCS’ Civil Wars, Intervention and State-building research cluster. It focuses on the dynamics of Political Violence, especially in Civil War
contexts, relating the conditions in which anarchy emerges in the subsystem with the outcomes of how violence outbreaks and is used. I further explore the typologies of
Political Violence and the mechanisms leading to it, from a rationalist IR theory perspective. While reviewing those issues, I intend to make contributions to the ongoing
debate on the validity of the application of IR theory to explain intra-state political violence, and to further develop the attempt to narrow the gap between inter and intrastate war, engaging on improving theoretical claims about the matter.
This argument develops into identifying settings in which there are incentives for offensive or defensive behaviour amongst the actors, suggesting that the current debate
regarding the application of the Security Dilemma to civil wars is not a binary issue, and that a civil war can see the operation of dynamics inherent to the defensive
realism and offensive realism, depending on a handful of issues, which mainly stem from the distribution of powers and the technologies of warfare that emerge with
Anarchy.
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