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About
Tom Sorahan has published more than 60 first-authored peer-reviewed papers on the identification and quantification of occupational cancer risks.

Qualifications
DSc 1998
PhD 1982

Biography
Tom Sorahan qualified with a BSc in Physics from the University of Birmingham in 1970. He went on to work as a research assistant in the (then) Department of Social
Medicine at Birmingham University and developed an interest in epidemiological methods for the identification of occupational cancer. Over the years Tom has developed
cohort studies of workers in a number of different industries including studies of rubber workers, steel foundry workers, chrome platers, semicionductor workers, nickel
platers, nickel-cadmium battery workers, oil refinery workers, electricity power station workers and polyurethane foam manufacturers.

Teaching
Teaching Programmes

MSc Occupational Health (/students/courses/postgraduate/taught/med/occupational-health.aspx)

Postgraduate supervision
Tom is interested in supervising doctoral research students in the following area:
The identification and quantification of occupational cancer risks by means of epidemiological approaches.
If you are interesting in studying in this subject area please contact Tom on the contact details above.
For a full list of available Doctoral Research opportunities, please visit our Doctoral Research programme listings (http://www.bham.findaphd.com/?
es=y&apl=y&aplt=&show) .

Research
RESEARCH THEMES
Occupational cancer epidemiology, childhood cancer epidemiology.
RESEARCH ACTIVITY
Occupational cancer
The main emphasis of Tom’s work over the last 30 years has been on the identification and quantification of occupational cancer risks by means of epidemiological cohort
studies. Recent work has focussed on studies of magnetic field exposure in 80,000 workers from the electricity supply industry (power stations sub-stations, transmission
workers) and studies of benzene exposure in 50,000 oil refinery and petroleum distribution workers. The electricity industry studies failed to find any relationship between
magnetic field exposures and risks of leukaemia or brain cancer (positive associations had been earlier reported in a similar, large US study. The oil industry studies failed
to identify any discernible excess risks of acute myeloid leukaemia although an earlier study Tom carried out into benzene exposed workers from various UK industries in
the 1950’s and 1960’s found a doubling of risk for this leukaemia. It seems likely that exposures in the oil industry were not high enough to cause a discernible problem.
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