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Giovanni Valentini (b. c.1582/83 probably in Venice; d. Vienna, 29/30 April, 1649)
Secondo libro de madrigali a 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, & 11, concertati con voci, et istromenti (Venice, 1616), ed. Pyrros Bamichas
Giovanni Valentini’s first appointment was as organist of the Polish court chapel, in 1604 or 1605. In 1614 he joined the court establishment of Archduke Ferdinand of
Austria as chamber organist, and he followed Ferdinand to Vienna when the latter became Holy Roman Emperor in 1619 as Ferdinand II. In December 1619 he was
recorded as ‘first imperial court organist’. On 15 June 1626 he succeeded Giovanni Priuli as Hofkapellmeister. He continued in this post under Ferdinand III until his death.
Monteverdi, who dedicated his last two publications to members of the imperial family, must have been well acquainted with Valentini’s vocal music, all of which was
published at Venice, and it may have been Valentini’s madrigal publications (particularly those of 1616 and 1619) that introduced Monteverdi to the Viennese predilection
for battle music, reflected in his own Madrigali guerrieri et amorosi, dedicated to Emperor Ferdinand III and published in 1638.
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