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About
Title of PhD: Investigating the cognitive processes that underlie deviant sexual interests and fantasies
Supervisors: Professor Anthony Beech (/staff/profiles/psychology/beech-anthony.aspx) , Dr Leigh Harkins
I am interested in the distorted cognition and interests of both sex offenders and non-offenders, with a particular emphasis on sexual fantasies. Drawing upon concepts
and research from cognitive and social psychology, my research aims to understand some of the processes that underlie sex offenders’ (implicit and explicit) cognition
and sexual fantasies, with the hope of informing future research, theory, and practice.

Qualifications
BSc (Hons) Psychology
MSc Forensic Psychology

Biography
I have a first class BSc in Psychology from Staffordshire University, including a dissertation that involved the qualitative analysis of a serial killer’s discourse in the
courtroom (supervised by Dr. Ceri Parsons). I also have a Masters in Forensic Psychology obtained from the University of Kent, where my dissertation looked into the
sexual fantasies and cognitive distortions of rape-prone men (supervised by Dr. Theresa Gannon). Following this I worked as a research assistant at the University of Kent,
aiding in research related to: 1) rape-related cognition and; 2) the evaluation of ‘Ex-Offenders Discharged Under Supervision’ (Exodus) – a project focused on providing
employment, education, and training to Prolific and Priority Offenders (PPOs) within Kent.

Research
Research interests
Sex offender cognition; Sexual Fantasies; Implicit cognition; Deviant sexual interests; Mental imagery

Other activities
I am currently a committee member for Psychology Postgraduate Affairs Group (psyPAG) (http://www.psypag.co.uk/committee/committee-members/forensic/) where I
act as the representative for the Division of Forensic Psychology (DFP) within the BPS.
I am also a volunteer for the Circles of Support and Accountability – an organization aimed at reducing sex offending, working in close partnership with criminal justice
agencies.
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