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Biography
Born: Genk (Belgium)
UG/PG: University of Antwerp & University of Leuven (Belgium)
PhD: University of Antwerp. For my PhD, I spent 3 years as a fellow of the Belgian Science Foundation at the University of Glasgow, under the guidance of Martin
Pickering.
Postdocs: As a fellow of the BSF, I spent 2 years at Umass, working with Keith Rayner, Lyn Frazier, Sandy Pollatsek, and Chuck Clifton. I then moved to New York
City (NYU), where I worked in Brian McElree’s lab.
I moved to Birmingham in 2005.

Postgraduate supervision
Chloé Corcoran (PhD candidate): Reading & Stuttering
Helena Conde (PhD candidate): Figurative Language in People with Psychosis
In addition, I supervise several MRes students every year on projects that involve eye-tracking. Students can either choose a topic or propose one themselves and, if
possible, we will design an experiment around one’s own preferences. For example, at present I’m supervising a project on reading span in Arabic adults learning English
as a foreign language, which was proposed by a student.

Research
My main area of interest is semantic processing. In particular, I'm interested in finding out how language users arrive at an interpretation of a word in context. While this
seems like a very straightforward thing to do, especially since most of us do not experience much difficulty in comprehending natural language, it is in fact a remarkably
complex process that involves decisions and interactions at many different levels.
For example, most words have many different interpretations (e.g., school can refer to a place or to an institution; Dickens can refer to a person or to his writings). How do
we pick out the right one upon encountering these words? How and when do we integrate a word's meaning in the larger syntactic and semantic context? How do we get
to a novel interpretation of a word? Is processing influenced by statistical properties between words? In order to investigate these, and related, questions, I mainly use the
eye-tracking methodology as it allows us to detect what portions in a text require more cognitive effort to understand.
I also use eye-tracking to investigate a whole host of different questions. For example:
orthographic and phonological overlap effects in reading, in collaboration with Keith Rayner & Nathalie Béranger (UCSD) and Linda Wheeldon (Birmingham)
Theory of Mind processing, in collaboration with Ian Apperly (Birmingham) and Elisa Back (Kingston)
semantic processing in ASD children, in collaboration with Joe McCleery (Birmingham)
figurative language processing in people with psychosis, in collaboration with Helena Conde (PhD candidate, Birmingham)
reading processes in people who stutter, in collaboration with Chloé Corcoran (PhD candidate, Birmingham)
coercion processes in reading, in collaboration with Brian McElree (NYU) and Martin Pickering (Edinburgh)
predictability in sentence processing, in collaboration with Denis Drieghe (Southampton) and Adran Staub (Umass)
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