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About
Graeme is the deputy head of the Disability Inclusion and Special Needs (DISN) department (with a particular lead on research). DISN is the largest department of its kind
in the UK and comprises over 30 academics researching and studying in the field of inclusion, SEN and disability.
Graeme is the co-director of the Visual Impairment Centre for Teaching and Research (VICTAR), Department of Disability Inclusion and Special Needs (DISN), School of
Education. In that role he co-ordinates the research within the centre.

Qualifications
PhD
BSc.(Hons)

Biography
Graeme joined the School of Education as a researcher in 1993 having completed his PhD in the area of individual differences in learning and computer-based presentation
(also at Birmingham). Before that he completed a degree in human psychology and computer science at Aston University. Graeme has been principle investigator and
manager on many high-profile externally funded research projects in the area of visual impairment and SEN. He teaches research methods and supervises research
students.

Teaching
Graeme’s main teaching activities are in the area of research methods training for research students. He is the director of the College of Social Science (CoSS)
Postgraduate Research Training, and coordinates the research methods training for doctoral and MA Social Research students across the four schools in CoSS
(Business School, Education, Government and Society, and Social Policy). His teaching particularly focuses upon methods of data collection and analysis and research
design. He also supervises doctoral research students working in the area of visual impairment in particular and disability and SEN in general.

Postgraduate supervision
Graeme supervises and co-supervises ten research students. This includes Önder İŞLEK (/schools/education/courses/postgraduate-research/profiles/onder-islek.aspx)
who is investigating the balance of the school curriculum content for pupils with visual impairment in Turkey.
For more information on research degrees, you may visit the Postgraduate Research (/schools/education/courses/postgraduate-research/index.aspx) pages.
Graeme has the following research interests
Visual impairment;
Educational outcomes and SEN;
Transitions from school; Curriculum balance;
WHO ICF model of disability;
The views of disabled people;
Technology and SEN / disability

Research
He has broad research interests around the social and educational inclusion of visually impaired people, as well as educational outcomes and SEN generally. More
specifically his research includes: visually impaired people's views and circumstances, education and visual impairment, various aspects of reading / information access
and visual impairment, curriculum balance and VI/SEN, research methods. Central to Graeme’s work is a commitment to representing disabled people’s views and
opinions.

Recent and current research grants include:
Accessibility of public examination systems for blind and partially sight pupils (RNIB). Role: PI.
Measuring Educational Engagement, Progress and Outcomes for Children with Special Educational Needs: A Review (National Council for Special Education,
Ireland). Role: PI
ENABLER: employment needs amongst blind and partially sighted job seekers (BLF, RNIB). Role: PI.

Review of best practice in the education of visually impaired children and young people, and implications for Irish policy (National Council for Special Education,
Ireland). Role: PI
Braille in the 21st Century – opportunities, benefits, and challenges for adults with acquired sight loss (RNIB). Role: PI.
Network 1000 Phase 1 and Phase 2 – the circumstances and opinions of visually impaired people in Britain (Vision 2020 UK, BLF). Role: PI.
Post-14 transitions: longitudinal study of from age 14 of blind and partially young people in the UK (RNIB, Nuffield). Role: PI
The needs of people with acquired hearing and sight loss (Thomas Pocklington Trust). Role: Joint-PI.
Steps to Independence – the mobility and independence needs of visually impaired children and young people (DfES, RNIB, Opsis, GDBA). Role: PI.
Braille and pharmaceutical packaging (consortium through RNIB and European Standards Organisation). Role: PI.
Non-medical eye clinic support services (Thomas Pocklington Trust). Role: PI.
Educational inclusion of children with visual impairment in developing countries (Sightsavers International). Role: advisor.
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Many research reports are available on the VICTAR website (http://www.education.bham.ac.uk/research/victar/research.shtml
(http://www.education.bham.ac.uk/research/victar/research.shtml) ) Graeme was also the co-author of some specialist software including “Centre Touch Typing Tutor”, a
software programme which was designed to assist teaching touch typing skills to visually impaired children. It was first designed and written in the 1990s within VICTAR
at the University of Birmingham. Still popular, it is now available as freeware. http://epapers.bham.ac.uk/173 (http://epapers.bham.ac.uk/173/)
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