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About
Andrew lectures in Sociology. His interests lie broadly in political sociology, especially the theory and practice of democracy, although he also teaches research
methods. Andrew came to Birmingham as a research fellow in 2000, and was appointed as a lecturer in 2002.

Qualifications
BA Law (Cantab); D/Phil Social Policy (York)

Biography
Andrew took a BA in law at Cambridge University and trained as a barrister. He then worked as a Welfare Rights Officer in Islington. During this time he was an active
member of the Child Poverty Action Group and the anti-Poll Tax campaign. Andrew subsequently studied for an MA which he 'rolled over' into a D/Phil at the University of
York. While completing his D/Phil Andrew did a stint as a part-time researcher with the Scottish Poverty Information Unit at Glasgow Caledonian University, where he
contributed to developing Scottish deprivation data to inform the new Scottish Executive. Andrew came to Birmingham in 2000 as a research fellow on the ESRC-funded
project, 'Power, Participation and Democratic Renewal.' He was appointed to a lectureship in Sociology in 2002, and, along with colleagues from that Department, moved
to POLSIS in 2010.

Teaching
Andrew convenes the third year undergraduate module Public Domain, and the second year Data Analysis and Research Design module. He also oversees the third year
undergraduate dissertation module for Sociology programmes.

Postgraduate supervision
Andrew is keen to supervise students on the following areas: the theory and / or practice of deliberative democracy (in specific contexts or more generally), active
citizenship, political participation and open government. He is particularly keen to supervise research in these areas that focuses on groups that are seen as oppressed or
marginalised.

Research
Andrew is currently working on theories of democracy. Within this he focuses on deliberative approaches. He has worked on their relation to agonistic versions of
democracy; the potential of pragma-dialectical models of argument to develop normative and empirical aspects of deliberation, and the relation between debates on
structure and agency in social theory and deliberative principles. An important dimension in all these concerns is the role that theories of language - especially pragmatic
theories - can play in sharpening our conception of deliberation.
Andrew spent the academic year 2005-6 as a visiting fellow on the Political Science Program at the Research School of Social Sciences at the Australian National
University in Canberra.
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