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About
I am a historian of medieval religious cultures (c.1000–c.1300), with particular interests in crusading, pilgrimage and monasticism.

Feedback and office hours
During the Autumn Term 2015 I will be available to meet with students on Mondays, 10am–11am, and on Thursdays, 4pm–5pm. If you wish to see me outside these times, please email me to arrange an appointment.

Qualifications
BA (Hons.) in History (Lancaster University)
MA in Historical Research (Lancaster University)
PhD in History (Emmanuel College, University of Cambridge)
Postgraduate Certificate in Skills of Teaching to Inspire Learning (Royal Holloway, University of London)

Biography

I developed an enthusiasm for the Middle Ages as an undergraduate student at Lancaster University, where I completed a BA (Hons.) in History in 1999 and an MA in Historical Research in 2000. In October 2001 I began doctoral research at
Emmanuel College, Cambridge, where I worked under the supervision of Jonathan Riley-Smith (http://www.crusaderstudies.org.uk/resources/historians/profiles/riley_smith/index.html) . Upon completion of my PhD in September 2005, I taught
for two years at Royal Holloway, University of London, and Queen Mary, University of London. I was appointed to a lectureship in medieval history at Birmingham in September 2007 and promoted to a senior lectureship in September 2012.

Teaching
First year
Discovering the Middle Ages
Living in the Middle Ages
Practising History B - The Crusaders’ Kingdom: European Colonialism in the Middle Ages?

Second year
Group Research - The First Crusade as Seen by Contemporaries
Option - Crusading and Crusader Kingdoms
Research Methods

Third year
Dissertation Supervision
Special Subject - Bearers of the Cross: Violence and Devotion in the Crusading World

MA teaching
Approaches to Medieval Studies
Research Skills for Medieval Studies
Option - Crusade, Jihad and Cross-Cultural Encounters on the Medieval Iberian Frontier, c.1031-c.1212

Postgraduate supervision
I am currently supervising the following postgraduate research students and topics:
Michael Alley (https://birmingham.academia.edu/MikeAlley) , ‘The “Proto-Crusading” Status of the Norman Conquest of Sicily’
Frances Durkin (https://bham.academia.edu/FrancesDurkin) , ‘Crusade Preachers: Identities and Impact, 1095–c.1215’
Georgina Fitzgibbon (https://bham.academia.edu/GeorginaFitzgibbon) , ‘Comparisons, Connections and Contexts: Cistercian Monasticism and the Cult of Saints’ Relics, c.1100-c.1250’ (AHRC funded, co-supervised with Dr Simon
Yarrow)
Moayad Hanoush, ‘Devotional Practice in the “Counter-Crusades”’ (co-supervised with Dr Arezou Azad)
John Seasholtz, ‘The Economic Impact of the Camino de Santiago on Local Communities in Medieval Spain’
Beth Spacey (/schools/historycultures/departments/history/research/postgraduateresearch/profiles/spacey-beth.aspx) , 'Crusading and the Miraculous, 1095-c.1300' (AHRC funded)
Ian Styler (https://bham.academia.edu/IanStyler) , ‘Establishing and Analysing the Sphere of Influence of Saints’ Cults in Medieval England’ (College of Arts and Law funded, co-supervised with Dr Simon Yarrow)
Recently completed postgraduate research students:
Ian Styler, ‘Establishing and Analysing the Sphere of Influence of Saints Oswald and Wulfstan of Worcester, c.950 to c.1400’ (http://findit.bham.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/display.do?

tabs=detailsTab&ct=display&fn=search&doc=44BIR_ALEPH_DS003298885&indx=1&recIds=44BIR_ALEPH_DS003298885&recIdxs=0&elementId=0&renderMode=poppedOut&displayMode=full&frbrVersion=&dscnt=0&frbg=&scp.scps=scope
(44BIR_LGUI_DS),scope:(44BIR_PDA1_DS),scope:(44BIR_ETH1_DS),scope:(44BIR_DR2_DS),scope:(44BIR_DR1_DS),scope:(44BIR_SFX_DS),scope:(44BIR_ML_DS),scope:(44BIR_RLIST_DS),scope:(44BIR_MIM_DS+),scope:
(44BIR_ALEPH_DS),scope:(44BIR_PURE_FT),44BIR_Ebsco_1,primo_central_multiple_fe&tab=local&dstmp=1440151166234&srt=rank&mode=Basic&&dum=true&vl(freeText0)=ian%20styler&vid=44BIR_VU1) - MPhil(B) Medieval History

(2014)
I would be pleased to discuss the possibility of supervising dissertations on any aspect of the religious cultures of the central Middle Ages (particularly the history of crusading, pilgrimage and monasticism) and/or the social and cultural history
of Iberia or the Latin East.

Research
I am currently working on the following research projects:

Bearers of the Cross: Material Religion in the Crusading World, 1095–c.1300

I have been awarded an AHRC Leadership Fellows (http://www.ahrc.ac.uk/funding/opportunities/current/leadershipfellows/) grant for this project, which will run from 2015 until 2017.The project is studying the lived, material religion of crusader
through a wide-ranging analysis of the texts, art, architecture and material culture associated with crusader belief. It explores the devotional worlds that those who ‘took the cross’ inhabited, examining the ritual practices crusaders observed, the
religious objects and images they treasured, and the sacred spaces they shaped and were shaped by. The principal output of the project will be a monograph, to be published by Yale University Press. The project also involves collaboration with
a post-doctoral research assistant and a partnership with the Museum of the Order of St John (http://www.museumstjohn.org.uk/) (MOSJ) - ‘a hidden jewel in the City of London’. With a direct connection to a religious order founded in
Jerusalem in the early twelfth century, MOSJ has an important but little-known collection of crusader material culture. The project team are studying and raising awareness of this collection through the development of an open access database
for use by scholars, MOSJ staff, volunteers and visitors, heritage professionals and a wider public. As part of the project there will also be a series of public lectures (2016–17), a conference on medieval material religion (June 2016), and
a workshop on best practice in collaborations between academics and heritage professionals (December 2017).
In my past research I have worked on monastic influences on the religious ideas and devotional practices of the eleventh- and twelfth-century laity, with a focus on the spiritual ideals associated with crusading and pilgrimage in the Iberian
peninsula and the eastern Mediterranean. In my first book, Crusading Spirituality in the Holy Land and Iberia, c.1095-c.1187 (http://www.boydellandbrewer.com/store/viewItem.asp?idProduct=8074) , I placed the origins and evolution of
crusading ideology within a broader context of ideas more normally associated with monastic reform; in particular, I considered how ideas of the imitation of Christ and the pursuit of an apostolic life influenced early crusader piety. I have also
worked on the relationship between ideas of crusading and reconquest in eleventh- and twelfth-century Iberia and assessed the impact of crusading ideas on peninsular perceptions of the past. My most recent publications have examined the

relationship between the Cistercian Order and the crusading movement, with a specific focus on the way that the Cistercians integrated their involvement in crusading into the Order’s sense of institutional memory and its traditions of
storytelling.
I have also worked in collaboration with Dr Thomas Asbridge (http://www.history.qmul.ac.uk/staff/asbridget.html) and Dr Nicholas Morton on the construction of an on-line historiographical database of scholars working in the field of crusader
studies. The project’s website (http://www.crusaderstudies.org.uk/resources/historians/index.html) contains profiles of a range of individuals who have made significant contributions to the history of the crusades and the Latin East from the
early nineteenth century to the present day

Other activities
Member of the management group for Birmingham’s Centre for the Study of the Middle Ages (CeSMA) (/research/activity/cesma/index.aspx)
Convenor of the Institute of Historical Research’s seminar series on the Crusades and the Latin East (http://www.history.ac.uk/events/seminars/111)
Member of the Charlemagne: A European Icon (http://research-information.bristol.ac.uk/en/projects/charlemagne-a-european-icon(788b4456-3160-4a98-a571-0b2b83a79cae).html) International Research Network, funded by the
Leverhulme Trust
Member of the academic advisory board for History Lab (http://www.history.ac.uk/historylab) and History Lab Plus (http://www.history.ac.uk/historylab/plus)

Publications
Books
Bearers of the Cross: Violence and Devotion in the Crusading World (In progress, for Yale University Press)
The Many Latin Lives of Charlemagne, ed. with Matthew Gabriele (Under consideration).
Crusading Spirituality in the Holy Land and Iberia, c.1095-c.1187 (http://www.boydellandbrewer.com/store/viewItem.asp?idProduct=8074) (Woodbridge, 2008).

Articles
‘The Crusaders and their Relics’, in The Cambridge History of the Crusades, ed. M. Bull, A. Jotischky, T.F. Madden and J. Phillips (In progress).

'Memories of the Preaching for the Fifth Crusade in Caesarius of Heisterbach’s Dialogus miraculorum' (http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/03044181.2014.916505#.VdcH_vlVhHw) , Journal of Medieval History 40.3 (2014),
pp. 329–45.
'Rewriting the History Books: The First Crusade and the Past', in Writing the Early Crusades: Text, Transmission and Memory (http://www.boydellandbrewer.com/store/viewItem.asp?idProduct=14492) , ed. M. Bull and D. Kempf
(Woodbridge, 2014), pp. 140-54.
'Crusading and Crusade Memory in Caesarius of Heisterbach's Dialogus miraculorum' (http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03044181.2012.751551#.VdrsppiFO71) , Journal of Medieval History 39.1 (2013), pp. 100–127.
'Eleventh- and Twelfth-Century Perspectives on State-Building in the Iberian Peninsula', in Reading Medieval Studies (http://www.reading.ac.uk/GCMS/GCMSReadingMedievalStudies.aspx) 36 (2010), pp. 57–75.
'The Past as a Precedent: Crusade, Reconquest and Twelfth-Century Memories of a Christian Iberia', in The Making of Memory in the Middle Ages (http://www.brill.nl/default.aspx?partid=210&pid=34709) , ed. L. Doležalová (Leiden,
2009), pp. 441–61.
'Religious Symbols and Practices: Monastic Spirituality, Pilgrimage and Crusade', in European Religious Cultures: Essays offered to Christopher Brooke on the Occasion of his Eightieth Birthday
(http://www.history.ac.uk/bookshop/general-publications/european-religious-cultures) , ed. M. Rubin (London, 2008), pp. 69–88.
'Elite and Popular Perceptions of imitatio Christi in Twelfth-Century Crusade Spirituality', inElite and Popular Religion (http://www.boydellandbrewer.com/store/viewItem.asp?idProduct=8417) , ed. K. Cooper and J. Gregory, Studies in
Church History 42 (Woodbridge, 2006), pp. 54-64.
'Stigmata on the First Crusade', in Signs, Wonders, Miracles: Representations of Divine Power in the Life of the Church (http://www.boydellandbrewer.com/store/viewItem.asp?idProduct=11907) , ed. K. Cooper and J. Gregory,
Studies in Church History 41 (Woodbridge, 2005), pp. 99-108.

Encyclopaedia entries
‘Miracles as Propaganda’, ‘Miracles of Protection’, ‘Miracles of Rescue’, entries in the Encyclopaedia of Medieval Pilgrimage (https://www.brill.nl/default.aspx?partid=210&pid=22408) (Leiden, 2010), pp. 432–4, 443–5, 445–8.

Journal editing
Crusades (http://ashgate.com/default.aspx?page=637&calctitle=1&pageSubject=1088&sort=pubdate&forthcoming=1&title_id=11838&edition_id=12209) 11 (2012), edited with B. Z. Kedar, J. Riley-Smith and J. Phillips.
Crusades (http://www.ashgate.com/isbn/9781409428138) 10 (2011), edited with B. Z. Kedar, J. Riley-Smith and J. Phillips.
Crusades (http://www.ashgate.com/isbn/9781409402862) 9 (2010), edited with B. Z. Kedar, J. Riley-Smith and J. Phillips.
Crusades (http://www.ashgate.com/default.aspx?page=637&title_id=9028&edition_id=12110&promotion_id=edbb265b-4972-4349-a9e0-6322531388b8&calcTitle=1) 8 (2009), edited with B. Z. Kedar, J. Riley-Smith and J. Phillips.

Contributions to websites
Ten profiles of nineteenth- and twentieth-century historians of the crusades for an on-line educational resource created by the Department of History, Queen Mary, University of London
(http://www.crusaderstudies.org.uk/resources/historians/index.html) (2008)

Reviews
Reviews for The English Historical Review, History, Journal of Ecclesiastical History, Journal of Islamic Studies, Women’s History Review and http://www.h-net.org/ (http://www.h-net.org/)
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