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About
I am currently a Research Fellow on Lisa Bortolotti’s ERC funded project PERFECT (http://www.projectperfect.eu/) . My research interests are in the philosophy of mind
and psychology, specifically belief and its connection to truth, self-deception, and delusion. I am also interested in biological approaches to what are characteristically
thought to be normative questions in philosophy of mind, epistemology, and ethics.
You can learn more about me from my personal webpage (http://www.emasullivan-bissett.com) .

Qualifications
B.A. in Philosophy (York, 2009)
M.A. in Philosophy (York, 2010)
PhD in Philosophy (York, 2014)

Research
My PhD concerned the connection between belief and truth, which I take to be indicated by three features: transparency to truth considerations in doxastic deliberation,
our inability to believe at will, and epistemic normativity. I claim that these three features of belief are explained by my biological function account of belief. On this
account, these features come out as contingent (as opposed to constitutive) features of belief, grounded in the biological histories of our mechanisms for belief-production.
More broadly, and arising out of my PhD research on belief, I have interests in self-deception and delusion, and the proper characterization of these phenomena.
With regard to project PERFECT, I am currently thinking about how much work the functional account of belief I developed in my doctoral work can do when we look to
pathological belief in the clinical population, specifically, delusional belief. I am also interested in developing and defending a one-factor account of delusional belief
formation.
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