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About
Tarsem is a Social Work Lecturer and Associate Director at the Centre of Excellence in Interdisciplinary Mental Health (CEIMH). (http://www.ceimh.bham.ac.uk) In
2011 Tarsem was awarded a Birmingham University Teaching Fellowship in recognition of his wide ranging and significant interventions in learning and teaching across the
institution. In his work across the institution he serves on the Board of the Valuing Teaching at Birmingham initiative, the University Learning Environment Group and the
University Massive Online Open Courses (MOOC) Steering Group.
Tarsem has been instrumental in developing innovative learning approaches such as his mobile phone/tablet app (https://sites.google.com/site/socialworksocialmedia/)
to help social workers explore how to navigate the ethical issues of using social media in social work. Also, this short film outlines a learning design he developed
using Facebook (http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ioqBHnmC-44) to help students develop the skills and knowledge required to use social media as social work
practitioners (click here to get open access to the related article in the British Journal of Social Work and related resources
(http://storify.com/Akali65/combining-facebook-and-enquiry-based-blended-learn) ). As part of his responsibilities at the Centre of Excellence in Interdisciplinary Mental
Health Tarsem has also been instrumental in developing the Designing for Enquiry-based Blended Learning (DiBL) for cross University staff development training
programmes (http://www.ceimh.bham.ac.uk/newsandevents/DIBL.shtml) .

Qualifications
AdCertPT
MSocSc
CQSW
BA (Hons)

Biography
Before joining the University Tarsem was a Senior Social Work Practitioner and Accredited Practice Teacher working in a Children and Families team. Tarsem is an Apple
accredited Final Cut Pro film editor and experienced multimedia developer. He is also a published mobile app developer and has been a West Bromwich Albion season
ticket holder for a number of years.

Teaching
Tarsem teaches on the post and undergraduate Social Work programmes as well as being an academic tutor. He currently teaches on the Child Protection, Readiness
for Practice Learning and Mental Health Collaborative Learning Initiative. As part of the DiBL Management and Development Group, he also works with the University's
Centre for Academic and Learning Development (CLAD). He is jointly responsible for delivering the DiBL training programmes that aim to equip academic staff with the
technical and pedagogic knowledge and skills required to promote the University's vision for flexible, blended, enquiry-based learning.
The following film illustrates how he has used Facebook and Enquiry-based Blended Learning to help students explore personal and professional boundary issues in social
work.

The Adobe Flash Player or QuickTime is required for video playback.
Get the latest Flash Player
Get the latest version of QuickTime

Research
Tarsem's research interests include the exploring potential of enquiry-based blended learning for interdisciplinary professional education, the impact of mobile technologies
on the development of professional practice and the use of asynchronous learning technologies in encouraging professional reflection.

Other activities
Tarsem represents the College of Social Sciences on the University's Learning Environment Group and the Information and Technology Infrastructure Group. He has also
been responsible for co-writing the College of Medical and Dental Sciences e-Learning strategy. Tarsem is a member of the Social Care Institute for Excellence's eLearning Materials Advisory Group; a member of the Steering Group as well as CEIMH co-investigator for the JISC funded SWAPBox Social Work and Social Policy
Open Educational Resources Project. (http://www.swapboxproject.co.uk/) Tarsem has also been a member of the steering panel for the Community Justice National
Training Research into Open, Distance and e-Enabled Learning and Assessment, and a member of the e-Learning Sub-group for the Reform of Social Work Education and
Training Practice Learning Project Group. Until recently he was also a member of Social Work Education Journal's Editorial Board. He has also recently contributed to the
Open University's Enhancing Learning and Teaching through Technology podcast series (http://podcast.open.ac.uk/oulearn/education/educational-technology-andpractice/podcast-elttt) .
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