University of Birmingham
Access to Birmingham (A2B)

The Access to Birmingham (A2B) scheme is designed to help students from families and communities in the West Midlands who have little or no
experience of Higher Education find out about what studying at university involves.
The University of Birmingham has a long history of welcoming students from a wide variety of social and cultural backgrounds. We were one of the first universities to set
up a fair access scheme for local students in 2000 and are proud to be able to offer prospective applicants the support of our A2B scheme if they are studying at one of
our partner institutions. As a result of the scheme's success, we are actively involved in supporting the development of such schemes in other UK universities.
Telephone enquiries: +44 (0)121 414 6722
Email: a2b@contacts.bham.ac.uk (mailto:a2b@contacts.bham.ac.uk)
(Please write your home postcode and your current school/college in the subject line of your email enquiry)

Application criteria

Open all sections

To apply, your application must be supported by a member of staff at your current school or college which is a partner in the A2B scheme. You also need to meet the
following criteria:
Your parents have no experience of Higher Education in the UK or abroad.
The main income earners in your household are not in professional occupations, e.g., not teachers, doctors, solicitors or similar.
Your annual household income is £42,600 or less.
Your home postcode shows that you live in an area with low levels of progression to Higher Education.
You attend a non-selective state school or college which is a partner in the A2B scheme. If you are in the sixth form at a selective state school (such as a grammar
school) we will take into account the context in which you achieved your GCSEs.
You must be classed as a Home/EU student for tuition fees.
If you have been a looked after child in local authority care for more than three months since the age of 14 you are welcome to apply through the scheme without meeting
the above criteria (as long as you are studying at a partner school or college).
We welcome applications from mature learners.
Do let us know in your application if any circumstances such as a disability or long-term illness has prevented you from achieving your full potential.
You can use the following tool to give you an idea of eligibility from your postcode: Neighbourhood Statistics (http://www.neighbourhood.statistics.gov.uk/dissemination/) .
Enter your full postcode in the 'Neighbourhood Summary' box and then click on the 'Deprivation' tab to get an overview of your local area.
If you wish to be a partner institution in the Access to Birmingham Scheme, please contact:
Anne Snell, Outreach Office, The University of Birmingham, Edgbaston B15 2TT Tel: +44 (0)121 414 7801 Email: a.m.snell@bham.ac.uk (mailto:a.m.snell@bham.ac.uk)

Benefits of applying through A2B
A successful A2B applicant will receive two offers from the University of Birmingham, the standard one and an alternative A2B offer. The A2B offer is typically a reduction
of up to two A level grades (eg BBB rather than AAB) or 40 UCAS tariff points.

Medicine and Dentistry Applicants
For students entering the University via A2B from September 2015 there is a new offer for both Medicine and Dentistry as follows:
Medicine
A level: grades ABB (including Chemistry and Biology)
International Baccalaureate: an overall score of 32 points (excluding core points) to include a minimum of 16 points at Higher Level (including Biology and Chemistry
at grade 5), with no grade lower than 4
GCSEs: a minimum of 8 GCSEs with at least 3 at grade A, including 2 As from Maths, English or Science, with a minimum of a grade B in these subjects
Dentistry
A level: minimum grades of ABB (including Chemistry and Biology with the A grade in either)

GCSEs: minimum grades of AABB (Chemistry, Biology, English Language and Maths in any order)

How students should apply for the scheme
We ask schools and colleges to complete the application form from the righthand menu above with students.
This form should be emailed to a2b@contacts.bham.ac.uk (mailto:a2b@contacts.bham.ac.uk) in the same week as submitting the UCAS application. This is
particularly important for Medicine and Dentistry applicants who will be invited for a mock interview before Christmas.
Access to HE student A2B applications will be considered until the closing UCAS deadline of 15 January.
For all other applicants we recommend applying for A2B as soon as the UCAS application is ready so that we can consider all your circumstances at the same time.
We will only accept application forms that have come from the A2B Coordinator directly.
Please note it is important to enter A2B in the Further Details section of the UCAS application form.
All A2B offers are provisional in the first instance and will be confirmed when students have firmly accepted our offer. A2B offers only apply when the student has made the
University of Birmingham their firm choice. If an A2B application is not successful, the applicant could still be offered a place through the standard UCAS process at the
University of Birmingham and/or at other higher education institutions.

A2B Module
In order to receive the A2B alternative offer, students must complete the A2B module which is designed to help students make the transition from school to university.
The A2B module consists of three elements:
An online study support module (http://www.skills4uni.bham.ac.uk) to help with academic writing
A Visit Day which will help you find out more about what it is really like here
An essay specific to the course applied for, set and marked by university tutors, completed after summer exams
Applicants applying for Medicine, Dentistry, Nursing and Physiotherapy will also be asked to attend an interview preparation session.
Induction
A2B students will also be invited to an enhanced induction day before starting university to offer information, advice and guidance to prepare them for their important first
term.

Scholarships
A2B Scholarship - If you successfully complete the A2B Module getting at least 75% in the skills4uni test and get the exam results needed for your standard offer (rather
than the alternative A2B offer), you will be eligible for a scholarship worth £1,200 for each successful year of study at the University. You will need to ensure that you and
your parents give consent for the household income to be assessed as part of your student finance application in order that our funding office can access these details
when awarding the scholarship.
View the A2B Scholarships terms and conditions (PDF - 136KB) (/Documents/students/a2b-scholarships-terms-conditions.pdf)
HSBC Scholarship – 5 scholarships will be awarded to the top performing A2B student in each of the University colleges to cover their full University tuition fee. To be
eligible for the HSBC scholarship you must have a household income of below £16,190. To be identified as a top performing A2B student you must achieve the standard
offer for the course and achieve the highest score in the A2B online module and assignment. Students in receipt of the HSBC scholarship must be prepared to support the
Outreach department in its work with the Development and Alumni Business Engagement Office and Alumni donors as well as its Outreach work with schools.
Lloyds Scholars Programme – You may also be interested in finding out more about the Lloyds Scholars Programme (/undergraduate/fees/funding/lloydsscholars.aspx) which provides a complete package of financial support, paid internships and the opportunity to develop your employability skills.
Aston Villa Scholarship - The football club will award a scholarship worth £1,200 to 9 A2B students. Applications are made via the student funding office at the
University, and successful students will need to be willing to undertake voluntary service with the club's community activities. See what the current students have been
involved with here (http://www.bbc.co.uk/sport/0/football/26913386) .

Frequently Asked Questions
Find the answers to some of the most commonly asked questions about A2B in the following document, including advice if you have received an unconditional offer:
Access to Birmingham FAQs (PDF - 225KB) (/Documents/students/outreach/a2b-faqs-updated-2015.pdf)
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