University of Birmingham
BA American and Canadian Studies
Details
The American and Canadian Studies BA begins by giving students a foundation in the core disciplines of American history, American literature and Canadian Studies, as
well as introducing crucial research skills through project-based learning. In subsequent years you’ll continue to study these core disciplines, at the same time as
developing your own individual programme of study by selecting from options in history, literature, film or visual studies.

First year
Your studies will revolve around foundation courses in American history and literature up to 1890, together with an introduction to Canadian studies. A group project
'skills' module provides you with key research and IT skills and you can also take additional subjects such as Film Studies.
detailed descriptions of first year modules (/undergraduate/courses/acs/american-canadian-modules-first.aspx)

Second year
You will continue to study history and culture from 1890 to the present but you’ll also develop your own interests - political, sociological, literary or multicultural - by
selecting specialist options modules.
detailed descriptions of second year modules (/undergraduate/courses/acs/american-canadian-modules-second.aspx)

Final year
Your final-year modules are drawn from a wide range of options which examine multiculturalism, cross-cultural themes, contemporary literature and film, American
international history and politics.
detailed descriptions of final year modules (/undergraduate/courses/acs/american-canadian-modules-final.aspx)

Meet our graduates

video transcript (/accessibility/transcripts/artsandlaw/acs/acs-graduates-2012.aspx)

Why study this course
American and Canadian Studies has a strong research profile (ranked joint second in the last national Research Assessment Exercise) and a real commitment to
bringing our research into the classroom. For example, Dr Danielle Fuller's final year module Reading and Popular Culture explores ideas developed in her Beyond
the Book research project, while Dr Steve Hewitt offers expert opinion for the BBC and other news organisations and continue their analysis of current events in
their foreign policy teaching.
Ranked 5th in the UK in Guardian League Tables 2013 and The Complete University Guide 2013, and consistently scoring highly on student satisfaction in the
National Student Survey, teaching emphasises discussion, group work and independent learning, and is led by enthusiastic, approachable lecturers. Our lecturers
have recommended websites, films and books for anyone considering choosing American and Canadian Studies here.
Alongside traditional written assignments we offer a range of learning and assessment methods that develop our students' communication skills and enhance
employability. These include the exciting opportunity to develop skills in media production using our state of the art editing suite to produce a documentary film
dissertation in the final year.
We also offer a limited number of student internships in the US or Canada (we currently have placements based in Chicago, San Francisco, and New York City).
Working with the British American Business Council (BABC), we provide academic mentoring and a structured programme that make our internships a unique
work experience and networking opportunity.
Our four year single and joint honours programmes provide the opportunity to spend a Year Abroad at one of our wide range of American and Canadian partner
universities that include University of Alabama, University of Virginia, Pitzer College, University of British Columbia (Vancouver) and University of Toronto. Your year
abroad will help you stand out in a competitive job market. Employers are likely to be impressed with the skills you have developed and you will also be able to
demonstrate your personal development and confidence through this experience.
American and Canadian Studies at Birmingham is one of the most respected of its kind in the world, consistently rated highly in the UK teaching and research rankings.
Part of the School of English, Drama and American & Canadian Studies, we offer exciting opportunities, first-class facilities and a commitment to excellence in teaching.
Study here and you?ll have the privilege of learning from academics who are at the forefront of interdisciplinary research into literature, culture, history, film and TV,
politics and international relations.
At Birmingham, you will benefit from an intellectually challenging and stimulating environment for your undergraduate studies, focused on ensuring you are a fully
supported and active learner. Our unique degrees are designed to provide both academic excellence and vocational development; a balance that is highly sought after by
employers in today's intellectual and creative industries. The courses are also very flexible, allowing you to specialise more and more as you progress, culminating in a
final-year dissertation that allows you to carry out in-depth, individually supervised research into topics of your choice.

Open day talk

The Adobe Flash Player or QuickTime is required for video playback.
Get the latest Flash Player
Get the latest version of QuickTime

Fees and funding
Standard fees (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/courses/fees/standard) apply
Learn more about fees and funding (/undergraduate/fees/loans.aspx)
Scholarships
Learn more about our scholarships and awards (/undergraduate/fees/funding/index.aspx)

Entry requirements
Number of A levels required: 3
Typical offer: AAB-ABB
Required subjects and grades: Preferably English Literature and/or History.
General Studies: not accepted
Additional information:
International Baccalaureate Diploma: 34-36 points
Other qualifications are considered – learn more about entry requirements (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/requirements)
You can also choose to take a four-year programme which includes a year abroad (/undergraduate/courses/acs/american-canadian-abroad.aspx) . The typical offer
for our four-year programme is AAB-ABB.
International students:
We welcome applications from international students and invite you to join our vibrant community of over 4500 international students who represent 150 different
countries. We accept a range of qualifications, our country pages (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/international/students/country/index.aspx) show you what qualifications
we accept from your country.
Depending on your chosen course of study, you may also be interested in the Birmingham Foundation Academy, a specially structured programme for international
students whose qualifications are not accepted for direct entry to UK universities. Further details can be found on the foundation academy web pages
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/foundation-academy/Pathways/index.aspx) .

How to apply
Apply through UCAS at www.ucas.com (http://www.ucas.com/)
Learn more about applying (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/courses/apply)

Joint Honours combinations
You can study American and Canadian Studies as part of a Joint Honours degree with the following subjects:

American and Canadian Studies and English Literature BA (/undergraduate/courses/jointhonours/american-and-canadian-and-english-lit.aspx)
American and Canadian Studies and English Literature with year abroad BA
American and Canadian Studies and History BA (/undergraduate/courses/jointhonours/american-and-canadian-and-history.aspx)
American and Canadian Studies and History with year abroad BA

Key Information Set (KIS)
Key Information Sets (KIS) are comparable sets of information about full- or part-time undergraduate courses and are designed to meet the information needs of
prospective students.
All KIS information has been published on the Unistats website and can also be accessed via the small advert, or ‘widget’, below. On the Unistats website
(http://unistats.direct.gov.uk) you are able to compare all the KIS data for each course with data for other courses.
The development of Key Information Sets (KIS) formed part of HEFCE’s work to enhance the information that is available about higher education. They give you access
to reliable and comparable information in order to help you make informed decisions about what and where to study.
The KIS contains information which prospective students have identified as useful, such as student satisfaction, graduate outcomes, learning and teaching activities,
assessment methods, tuition fees and student finance, accommodation and professional accreditation.

Related links
Alumni profiles - American and Canadian Studies (/research/activity/acs/undergraduate/acs-alumni-profiles.aspx)

Related news and events
ACS student internships in Chicago (/research/activity/acs/news/2011/chicago-internships.aspx)
Nobody won in the US midterm elections (/news/thebirminghambrief/items/2010/11/USmidterms.aspx)
Should the UK take a leaf out of Canada's book? (/news/thebirminghambrief/items/2011/05/26may-uk-america-canada.aspx)
The Complete University Guide 2012 (/research/activity/acs/news/2011/universityguide.aspx)
Tribeca Film Festival 2012 (/research/activity/acs/news/2012/willowbrook.aspx)
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