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The BA (Hons) Education aims to equip students with the academic knowledge, as well as relevant practical skills and experiences,
which aid progression to professional training and to careers working with children and young people in a diverse range of settings and
geographical locations.
All our modules explore how people, and especially children, develop and learn in cultures around the world. We identify and evaluate
different ways of knowing about and understanding children and young people and their behaviour; with how educational policy can
promote, or frustrate, attempts to develop justice; and with the skills and competencies necessary to develop graduate careers in the
UK, Europe and beyond.

There are four curriculum strands.

History and Sociology
Psychology
Policy and Philosophy
Applied
Download a summary flier for the BA (Hons) Education programme (PDF, 158KB) (/Documents/college-social-sciences/education/courses/undergraduate/baeducation.pdf)

You may also be interested in our two joint honours programmes:
Education and History BA (Hons) (/undergraduate/courses/edu/education-history.aspx)
Education and Sociology BA (Hons) (/undergraduate/courses/edu/education-sociology.aspx)

International Study Abroad
In your second year of study, you will have the option of studying abroad at one of our partner institutions for the first term. The European Educational Exchange
Programme allows you to study at selected European institutions (There are currently four European Partner institutions, Oslo and Trondheim in Norway; Groningen in
the Netherlands and Dortmund in Germany) and the International Exchange Programme allows students to study at one of a number of worldwide institutions through our
International Office. There are plans to extend the Programme to other institutions. All courses are taught in English, at no additional cost to your study. All students
participating on the International Study Abroad Programme will receive an Erasmus grant. Further information on the Study Abroad Programme
(/undergraduate/courses/edu/ba-education-international.aspx)

Information for Schools and Colleges
Why study this course
Hannah Bevington talks about what it's like to be a student on the BA (Hons) Education programme

You can find out more about what students think of the BA (Hons) Education course by reading some of their profiles below.
You can also join the The Education Society (http://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/EdSoc/) facebook group where you can find out more about students within the School
of Education and educational issues in general. The group hopes to have regular meetings, trips and speakers, and of course, plenty of socials! If you simply want to find
out more about the Education Society or upcoming events, we also have a mailing list. Please email us on educationsoc@guild.bham.ac.uk
(mailto:educationsoc@guild.bham.ac.uk)

Jessica Whiting
Saadiyah Bhayat
Grace Harding
Zoe Edwards
Myra Samra
Modules
In Year 1, students can chose a MOMD. In years two and three you’ll take a mixture of core and optional modules. This will allow you to plan your own route through the
degree programme depending on your specific subject and career interests.

Year One
Young People and Social Change
20 Credit module
This module examines the sociological evidence for the claim that there is a contemporary crisis in childhood in the United Kingdom. Using comparative data from
around Europe and including a case study from China, you’ll explore topics ranging from parenting, through education and assessment to children’s emotional well
being.You’ll be asked to select and apply sociological concepts and theories that help us critically understand these topics. There will be an emphasis on developing the
skills necessary for successful study at levels 2 and 3 throughout.
Assessment
2000 word research report (67%); 1000 word essay (33%)
Teaching method
Lectures
Seminars Group
research projects

Introduction to Psychology
20 Credit module
This module is designed to provide students with an introduction to the academic knowledge underpinning further modules in developmental psychology and supplement
research skills which are a main component of their degree programme. The module introduces a range of theoretical perspectives central to studying the psychology of
development and these include: Behaviourist, Cognitive, Psychodynamic, Social Constructionist and Evolutionary.
Content covers theory and research into the ongoing ‘Heredity and Environment’ debate, Cognitive Constructivism, ‘Normality’ and a typical Development, Childhood in
the lifespan and considers how these issues and research programmes are applied to children’s development and education. Major research approaches in Psychology
are considered as are Ethics relating to psychological research particularly those centred on children.
Assessment
Group oral presentation of a research project (33%); 2 hour exam (67%)
Teaching method
Seminars
Lectures
Tutorials
Research workshops

Equality and Diversity: Children, Families and Society
20 Credit module
This module will explore relationships between cultural identity, social policy and issues of equality and diversity in Britain and beyond. The module will explore popular
and state responses, both national and local, to issues of equality, diversity and social justice. It will examine patterns of inequality in selected areas of social policy and
provision. The focus of the module will be on the British experience with international comparative data used to illuminate and critique domestic debates. Indicative
content:
Theories of equality
Patterns of inequality in relation to race and ethnicity; social class; gender; disability
Ethnographies of community and family life in multi-ethnic Britain

Children, families and education
Children, families and health
Interagency services
Assessment
1500 word critical review of an article/ document relating to equality and diversity in the UK. (50%); Exam (50%)
Teaching method
Lectures
Seminar groups & small groups
Research groups
student presentations and a reflective learning journal

Schooling: history, policy and practice
20 Credit module
This module examines the development of compulsory schooling in England and Wales from 1870 until today. It is a social and political history, analysing both how the
development of schooling can be related to economic trends, political struggles and social problems, and exploring the symbolic dimensions - the meaning, experiences
and representations - of schooling. In undertaking exercises in critical reading and documentary analysis, students will also be encouraged to develop a range of study
skills required for higher education.
Assessment
2 hour exam (67%); 1,000 word seminar report (33%)
Teaching method
Lectures
Seminars

Contemporary Issues in Education
20 Credit module
The module examines current developments and issues in education, drawn from topical concerns and the research interests of staff. It focuses on the key role of
different kinds of research activity to develop and evaluate educational initiatives and to subject contemporary educational practice to critical scrutiny. As well as listening
to specialists talking about their own research, students have the opportunity in small groups to access and use a wide variety of source materials, to analyse reports
and articles and to develop their personal views on significant issues where opinion is divided. The module is designed to develop the students’ ability to critically
evaluate key pieces of educational research and communicate this critical thinking via a 3000 word assignment.
Assessment
3000 word assignment (100%)
Teaching method
Lectures
Seminars
Group tutorials
Assignment surgery
Independent research.

Philosophy of Education
20 credit module
The module provides an introduction to the discipline of philosophy of education. It is divided into three blocks:
1.

Key Concepts in Education examines the core concepts of education, learning, teaching, indoctrination, knowledge, rationality and intelligence;

2.

The Aims of Education asks what children should learn and why, exploring influential ideas about worthwhile activities, forms of knowledge, critical thinking,
vocational education, character education and child-centred education;

3.

Fairness, Freedom and Control considers key questions about the organisation, governance and distribution of education, opening up debates about selective,
private and faith-based education, access to higher education and equality of educational opportunity.

Assessment
Two 1500 word essays (50% each)
Teaching methods
Lectures
Seminars
Tutorials
Small group discussions
Independent study

Year Two
Year Three
Fees and funding
Standard fees (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/courses/fees/standard) apply

Learn more about fees and funding (/undergraduate/fees/loans.aspx)
Scholarships
Learn more about our scholarships and awards (/undergraduate/fees/funding/index.aspx)
The University of Birmingham Undergraduate Research Experience (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/generic/internships/funding/research/index.aspx) scheme offers
financial support for undergraduates to undertake work experience or a research placement in the summer vacation. The scheme is open to all first-, second- and
penultimate-year undergraduate students. It is also open to final-year undergraduate students who are in the process of applying for, or who have already applied for, a
place on a postgraduate programme at the University of Birmingham.

Entry requirements
Number of A levels required: 3
Typical offer: ABB
General Studies: not accepted

Cache Diploma Level 3: Grade A
BTEC Level 3 Extended Diploma: DDD overall
Additional information:
Maths and English at GCSE grade C. Please note, a GCSE Science at grade C is preferred but not essential. (For students wishing to pursue a career in Primary or
Early Years teaching, it is essential to hold a GCSE Science at grade C).
Other qualifications are considered – learn more about entry requirements (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/requirements)
We are keen to encourage applicants with a wide range of qualifications and prior learning experiences. These include the International Baccalaureate, international
foundation programmes and BTEC, CACHE and Access to HE diplomas. Please address any queries about qualifications, APL or mature entry to the Admissions
enquiry contact address: esjundergraduate@contacts.bham.ac.uk (mailto:esjundergraduate@contacts.bham.ac.uk)
A satisfactory Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check is required from accepted candidates before registration for the programme
International students:
International Baccalaureate Diploma: 34 points
Standard English language requirements apply
Learn more about international entry requirements (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/requirements/international)
We welcome applications from international students doing foundation courses. There are no particular subject requirements but evidence of essay writing is beneficial
and IELTS scores are required.
Depending on your chosen course of study, you may also be interested in the Birmingham Foundation Academy, a specially structured programme for international
students whose qualifications are not accepted for direct entry to UK universities. Further details can be found on the foundation academy web pages
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/foundation-academy/Pathways/index.aspx) .

How to apply
Apply through UCAS at www.ucas.com (http://www.ucas.com/)
Learn more about applying (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/courses/apply)
View the following video to learn more about the application process

Key Information Set (KIS)
Key Information Sets (KIS) are comparable sets of information about full- or part-time undergraduate courses and are designed to meet the information needs of
prospective students.
All KIS information has been published on the Unistats website and can also be accessed via the small advert, or ‘widget’, below. On the Unistats website
(http://unistats.direct.gov.uk) you are able to compare all the KIS data for each course with data for other courses.
The development of Key Information Sets (KIS) formed part of HEFCE’s work to enhance the information that is available about higher education. They give you access
to reliable and comparable information in order to help you make informed decisions about what and where to study.

The KIS contains information which prospective students have identified as useful, such as student satisfaction, graduate outcomes, learning and teaching activities,
assessment methods, tuition fees and student finance, accommodation and professional accreditation.
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