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BA English with Creative Writing
Details

This specialist programme is aimed at students who have obtained A-level English Literature or the combined Literature and Language A-level and who wish to study
Creative Writing as a substantial part of an English Literature degree. Each year you will take 60 credits of English Literature and 60 credits of Creative Writing.

First year
Our first-year modules in BA English will introduce you to all the key genres of English Literature across a wide historical span, and train you in new ways of thinking
about literature. By studying core modules on ‘Poetry’, ‘Prose’ and ‘Plays and Performance’, you will develop the close reading skills needed to analyse all kinds of
texts, from medieval plays and early modern poetry to contemporary drama. You will also develop new understanding of how the historical and cultural contexts in which
literature is produced and read can shape its meaning.
In your Creative Writing studies, the main focus will be on exploring the practice of authorship and gaining new insights into writing as art and craft, supported by tutors
who are practising writers and genre specialists. You will develop competence in basic Creative Writing skills in the traditional genres of prose, poetry and dramatic
writing, as relevant to each stage of the writing process; and explore purpose and method in writing through practical writing exercises, both individually and in groups.
You will also explore the professional aspects of contemporary writing. Writing successfully involves knowing the field. Which are the best publishers (small-press and
mainstream)? Which novels, poetry collections and plays are winning awards? This module combines creative and critical work to assess your own work’s place in the
contemporary literary scene.
Detailed descriptions of English with Creative Writing first year modules (/undergraduate/courses/english/english-creative-year-one-modules.aspx)

Second year
The second year of your degree is an excellent opportunity to build on the new interests and passions that you discovered in your first-year modules.
In the second year you will have the opportunity to encounter Shakespeare’s work through two exciting modules taught in collaboration with Birmingham’s world-leading
Shakespeare Institute, based in Stratford-upon-Avon, and working closely with the Royal Shakespeare Company. Alternatively you will also have the option of exploring
our ‘Themes in Literature’, from ‘Gothic Fiction’ to ‘Tragedy’.
Having built your confidence in Creative Writing in year one, you will now specialise in three core modules: Prose and Poetry Writing, Drama and Media Writing, and
Editing. Each module is designed to introduce you to new perspectives on the writing and publishing process. In your Editing module you will be given the opportunity to
hone your ability to make editorial judgments, and gain specific editing skill; which in turn will make you a better editor of your own writing. The project will involve the
collaborative selection, text-editing/proof-reading, and in-house publication of an Anthology of work by fellow students.
Detailed descriptions of English with Creative Writing second year modules (/undergraduate/courses/english/english-creative-year-two-modules.aspx)

Final year
In your final year, you will choose from an impressive range of Special Subjects, working closely with specialists in each field. Special Subjects include Creative Writing
options in Genre Fiction, Creative Non-Fiction and Writing a Short Film.
By your final year as a Creative Writing student you’ll have found your ‘voice’ and ‘genre’, and so you will be ready to complete a substantial individual project, chosen
and structured according to your own writing interests. You will also choose from an impressive range of Special Subjects, working closely with specialists in each field.
Detailed descriptions of English with Creative Writing final year modules (/undergraduate/courses/english/english-creative-year-final-modules.aspx)

Year abroad
You will have the option to take a year abroad between your second and final year at one of a wide range of carefully selected partner institutions from around the world.

Why study this course
Consistently rated highly in the UK teaching and research rankings, the Department of English (/schools/edacs/departments/english/about/index.aspx) at Birmingham
is widely respected and attracts a high calibre of undergraduate talent. You will find we offer exciting opportunities, first-class facilities and a commitment to excellence
in teaching.
Study here and you will have the privilege of learning from academics at the forefront of research. Your lecturers and tutors for Creative Writing will be practising writers:
Elsa Braekkan Payne (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/staff/profiles/english/braekkan-payne-elsa.aspx) , an expert in the short story who also has particular interests in
editing; Luke Kennard (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/staff/profiles/english/kennard-luke.aspx) , a poet, dramatist and editor whose criticism appears in Poetry London
and the Times Literary Supplement; and Richard House (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/staff/profiles/english/house-richard.aspx) , fiction and screenwriter. Visiting
writers and industry professionals also contribute to the student experience. Recent visitors have included Simon Armitage and Marina Warner.
We boast enviable research resources available to students, including the substantial holdings of the university library (http://www.is.bham.ac.uk/) , as well as the
collections in the new Library of Birmingham (http://www.libraryofbirmingham.com) , including its world-ranking Shakespeare collection.

Our affiliation with the Shakespeare Institute (/schools/edacs/departments/shakespeare/index.aspx) in nearby Stratford, which oversees your year-long, third-year
Shakespeare module, means that you will have access to unparalleled resources for the study of Shakespeare and his times. The Institute is an internationally renowned
research institution established in 1951 to push the boundaries of knowledge about Shakespeare studies and Renaissance drama.
You will also be able to enjoy events as part of the School's new Writers and Artists Distinguished Speaker Series. The predecessor to this series, the Birmingham
Visiting Writers’ Programme, featured readings and lectures from poet and writer Jackie Kay, novelist David Lodge, TV and film screenwriter Stewart Harcourt and the
acclaimed author Catherine O'Flynn, whose novel What Was Lost won the 2007 Costa First Novel Award.
At Birmingham, you will benefit from an intellectually challenging and stimulating environment for your undergraduate studies. The Department of English works hard to
ensure that you are a fully supported and active learner. Our unique degrees are designed to provide both academic excellence and vocational development; a balance
that is highly sought after by today's employers. The course is also very flexible, allowing you to specialise more and more as you progress, culminating in a final-year
creative writing project that allows you to develop an original piece of writing in the genre of your choice.

Meet our students

Undergraduate open day
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Dr Luke Kennard introduces the BA English with Creative Writing course at the University of Birmingham undergraduate open day 2013.

Fees and funding
Standard fees (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/courses/fees/standard) apply
Learn more about fees and funding (/undergraduate/fees/loans.aspx)
Scholarships
Learn more about our scholarships and awards (/undergraduate/fees/funding/index.aspx)

Entry requirements
Number of A levels required: 3
Typical offer: AAA
Required subjects and grades: A level English Literature or English Language and Literature at grade A.
General Studies: not accepted
Additional information:
International Baccalaureate Diploma: 36 points to include English at Higher Level with a minimum of 6 points.
We do not ask applicants for English with Creative Writing to submit portfolios of their work: instead we ask that you give evidence in your application of your interest in
and experience of creative writing, as well as your reasons for wishing to pursue the subject at university-level.
Other qualifications are considered – learn more about entry requirements (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/requirements) .

International students:
We welcome applications from international students and invite you to join our vibrant community of over 4500 international students who represent 150 different
countries. We accept a range of qualifications, our country pages (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/international/students/country/index.aspx) show you what qualifications
we accept from your country.
Depending on your chosen course of study, you may also be interested in the Birmingham Foundation Academy, a specially structured programme for international
students whose qualifications are not accepted for direct entry to UK universities. Further details can be found on the foundation academy web pages
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/foundation-academy/Pathways/index.aspx) .

How to apply
Apply through UCAS at www.ucas.com (http://www.ucas.com/)
Learn more about applying (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/courses/apply)
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Joint Honours combinations
Other ways to study English
The School of English, Drama and American and Canadian Studies also has other single honours programmes:
English BA (/undergraduate/courses/english/english.aspx)
English Language BA (/undergraduate/courses/english/english-lang.aspx)
English and American Literature BA

English Language combinations
English Language and English Literature BA (/undergraduate/courses/jointhonours/english-language-and-english-literature.aspx)
Drama and English Language BA (/undergraduate/courses/jointhonours/drama-and-english-language.aspx)
English Language and Classical Literature & Civilisation BA (/undergraduate/courses/jointhonours/english-language-and-classical-literature-andcivilisation.aspx)

English Language and French Studies BA (/undergraduate/courses/jointhonours/english-language-and-french-studies.aspx)
English Language and Philosophy BA (/undergraduate/courses/jointhonours/english-language-and-philosophy.aspx)

English Literature combinations
English Language and English Literature BA (/undergraduate/courses/jointhonours/english-language-and-english-literature.aspx)
American and Canadian Studies and English Literature BA (/undergraduate/courses/jointhonours/american-and-canadian-and-english-lit.aspx)
American and Canadian Studies and English Literature with year abroad BA
Drama and English Literature BA (/undergraduate/courses/jointhonours/drama-and-english-literature.aspx)
English Literature and Classical Literature & Civilisation BA (/undergraduate/courses/jointhonours/english-literature-and-classical-literature-andcivilisation.aspx)

English Literature and History BA (/undergraduate/courses/jointhonours/english-literature-and-history.aspx)
English Literature and History of Art BA (/undergraduate/courses/jointhonours/english-literature-and-history-of-art.aspx)
English Literature and Philosophy BA (/undergraduate/courses/jointhonours/english-literature-and-philosophy.aspx)
Modern Languages and English Literature BA (/undergraduate/courses/jointhonours/modern-languages-and-english-literature.aspx)

Key Information Set (KIS)
Key Information Sets (KIS) are comparable sets of information about full- or part-time undergraduate courses and are designed to meet the information needs of
prospective students.
All KIS information has been published on the Unistats website and can also be accessed via the small advert, or ‘widget’, below. On the Unistats website
(http://unistats.direct.gov.uk) you are able to compare all the KIS data for each course with data for other courses.
The development of Key Information Sets (KIS) formed part of HEFCE’s work to enhance the information that is available about higher education. They give you access
to reliable and comparable information in order to help you make informed decisions about what and where to study.
The KIS contains information which prospective students have identified as useful, such as student satisfaction, graduate outcomes, learning and teaching activities,
assessment methods, tuition fees and student finance, accommodation and professional accreditation.

Related news and events
A Christmas Carol Celebration (/news/latest/2012/12/20-Dec-A-Christmas-Carol-Celebration.aspx)
Researchers to unlock distinctive West Midlands accent (/research/our/news/items/vernon-manuscript.aspx)
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