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Geography with International Year MSci
Details
The Geography degree course at Birmingham combines a sound academic training with an insight into practical, social, economic and environmental issues. You will
refine your perspectives and develop skills in a degree programme that encourages the use of imagination and observation to resolve real problems affecting people and
environments.

First year
The modular structure allows you maximum flexibility in developing your own interests without channeling you into decisive choices too early. In the first year you will be
exposed to the main principles of human and physical geography, to global environmental issues, and various practical skills. You will also explore contemporary urban
issues using Birmingham as a real-world laboratory. The first semester includes residential fieldwork in human and physical geography.

Second year
During the second year you will be introduced to specialist techniques such as computer cartography and the use of databases and spreadsheets. You learn how to
develop a research proposal, which may be the starting point for your dissertation in the final year. Training in more advanced fieldwork skills is provided by courses held
in European centres. You also choose from optional modules in many different branches of Geography.

Third year
In the third year of the course overseas following the degree programme of one of our partner institutions. In contrast with the BA/BSc with international year, this year
counts towards your degree, hence the award of a masters upon conclusion of the programme.

Fourth year
The MSci provides a natural continuation to your first 3 years of study and allows you further your studies in human geography (city & modernity, geopolitics &
globalisation, local economic development), physical geography (meteorological applications, hydrological & biogeochemical processes, river restoration) and
environmental assessment or indeed a mixture of the disciplines.

Why study this course

Hannah Fitzpan, Geography graduate
"I have applied my degree course to work in an area that is stimulating, challenging, and varied. Furthermore, it is rewarding to know I play a major role in
sustaining and protecting environments all over the world." Read more from Hannah... (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/gees/ourstudents/undergraduate/geography-profile-fiszpan.aspx)

Geography at Birmingham features high-quality programmes in a stimulating and friendly environment. Established in 1924, the
Geography programme at Birmingham has a long and renowned history. Graduates from the School are to be found teaching in
universities and schools across the world, as well as in government departments, finance, commerce and industry, the media and the
caring professions. Our Geography staff have a reputation for high-quality teaching and research of an international standard, and we are
one of the largest Geography departments in the country.
Our innovative research significantly contributes to understanding, explaining and solving the nature and problems of our human and
physical environments. You will study and work with experts who will equip you with the first-class training required in this modern age.
Indeed we have strong evidence that a Geography degree from Birmingham will ?open many doors? for you. Employers value a good
degree, and over 70% of our students achieve either a 1st or 2.1 at graduation. Employers also value the additional skills you will acquire
? computing and presentation skills, experience of team-based projects and collaborative working and leadership qualities. This may be
why each year, within six months after graduation over 92% of our students are either enjoying postgraduate study or are already
employed.

Modules
Year 1
Compulsory core modules (100 credits):

Contemporary Human Geography
Earth and Ecological Systems
Global Environmental Issues
Tutorials, IT Skills and Field Course
Mapping the Midlands and Physical Environments of Birmingham
Physical Environment of Birmingham
Optional modules (20 credits):

Natural Hazards
MOMD 1 Module Outside the Main Discipline
MOMD 2 Module Outside the Main Discipline
See Year 1 module descriptions (PDF 529KB) (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/Documents/college-les/gees/Courses/Geographymodulesyear1.pdf)

Year 2
Compulsory core modules (60 credits):

Geomatics for Geographers
Research Methods for Dissertations
Techniques and Fieldwork
You will take three optional 20 credit modules from the following list:

Ecological Systems
Geomorphological Processes
Hydroclimatology: Climate and Water
Cultural Geography
Enviromental Transfer Processes
Environmental Assessment and Management
Understanding Neighbourhood Poverty
Reconstructing Quaternary Environments
Social & Political Geography
The Urban and Regional Economies, Problems and Policies
See Year 2 module descriptions (PDF 522KB) (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/Documents/college-les/gees/Courses/Geographymodulesyear2.pdf)

Year 3
For the international year, you will spend the third year of the course overseas following the degree programme of one of our partner institutions. In contrast with the
BA/BSc with international year, this year counts towards your degree, hence the award of a masters upon conclusion of the programme.

Year 4
Compulsory core modules (40 credits):

Geography Dissertation
You will take four optional 20 credit modules from the following list:

Applied Micrometeorology
Contemporary Issues in Urban Development and Planning (for Geographers)
Environmental Risk + Society
Gender, body & performance
Geographies of Incarceration
Global Quaternary Climatic Change
Applied Hydrology
Environment and Landscape Change
Environmental Governance
Environmental Protection
War, Peace and the Middle East
Environmental Justice
Geographies of Migration
Landscape and Urban Ecology
Post-Socialist Transformation: Moscow
Professional Placements for Geographers
Regenerating Urban Communities (for Geographers)
Restoration of Freshwater Systems
River Processes, Deposits and Environments
Urban Life, Urban Communities
Weather, Climate and Society
Welfare, Work and Wealth

See Year 3 module descriptions (PDF 226KB) (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/Documents/college-les/gees/Courses/Geographymodulesyear3.pdf)

Fees and funding
Standard fees (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/courses/fees/standard) apply
Learn more about fees and funding (/undergraduate/fees/loans.aspx)
Scholarships
Learn more about our scholarships and awards (/undergraduate/fees/funding/index.aspx)

Entry requirements
Number of A levels required: 3
Typical offer: AAA
Required subjects and grades: Geography at grade A. Grade C in each of GCSE English and Maths.
General Studies: We do not accept General Studies, Critical Thinking, Citizenship Studies, and World Development.
Additional information:
Other qualifications are considered – learn more about entry requirements (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/requirements)
International students:
International Baccalaureate Diploma: 36 points including 6,6,6 at HL including Geography. Minimum of 5 in SL English and Maths if not offered at GCSE or equivalent.
Standard English language requirements apply
Learn more about international entry requirements (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/requirements/international)
Depending on your chosen course of study, you may also be interested in the Birmingham Foundation Academy, a specially structured programme for international
students whose qualifications are not accepted for direct entry to UK universities. Further details can be found on the foundation academy web pages
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/foundation-academy/Pathways/index.aspx) .

How to apply
Apply through UCAS at www.ucas.com (http://www.ucas.com/)
Learn more about applying (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/courses/apply)

Key Information Set (KIS)
Key Information Sets (KIS) are comparable sets of information about full- or part-time undergraduate courses and are designed to meet the information needs of
prospective students.
All KIS information has been published on the Unistats website and can also be accessed via the small advert, or ‘widget’, below. On the Unistats website
(http://unistats.direct.gov.uk) you are able to compare all the KIS data for each course with data for other courses.
The development of Key Information Sets (KIS) formed part of HEFCE’s work to enhance the information that is available about higher education. They give you access
to reliable and comparable information in order to help you make informed decisions about what and where to study.
The KIS contains information which prospective students have identified as useful, such as student satisfaction, graduate outcomes, learning and teaching activities,
assessment methods, tuition fees and student finance, accommodation and professional accreditation.

Related links
Undergraduate opportunities in Geography - Download PDF brochure (/Documents/college-les/gees/Courses/UGGeographybrochure.pdf)
Undergraduate courses - School of Geography, Earth and Environmental Sciences (/schools/gees/courses/undergraduate/index.aspx)
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