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Political Science and Social Policy with Year Abroad BA
Details
Politics is not only what political scientists study, but also an activity in which professional politicians, civil servants and ordinary citizens take part. The BA Political
Science and Social Policy with Year Abroad degree couse at Birmingham enables all students to profit from a culture of learning that is aligned with our research ethos based on critical enquiry, debate and self-motivation.
The BA Political Science and Social Policy with Year Abroad undergraduate degree is taught by the Department of Political Science and International Studies
(POLSIS) (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-international-studies/index.aspx) - one of the largest and highly regarded departments of its kind in
the UK.
We offer much more than a degree and your student experience (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-international-studies/teaching/enhancingstudent-experience/index.aspx) lies at the heart of everything we do in POLSIS. As a student here, whether undergraduate or postgraduate, you have the opportunity to
take part in a wide range of events - some of these are targeted to help you build skills and experience for your CV, others are more open events designed to expose you
to high-level speakers on current debates (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-international-studies/teaching/enhancing-studentexperience/high-profile-speaker-visits-polsis.aspx) relevant to all POLSIS students.
Our guest speakers are always topical and leaders in their field. Other opportunities include our popular Model Unitied Nations; Harvard National Model United Nations
Trip and our annual Undergraduate Conference (/schools/government-society/teaching/enhancing-student-experience/undergraduate-conference.aspx) - designed for,
and organised and run by fellow undergraduate students from our School of Government and Society. You will have the opportunity to choose speakers; organise panels;
to designing the marketing and promotion strategy - this is a conference by students and for students, supported and guided by staff.
POLSIS also works closely with a number of student societies including The Politics Society (POLSOC) (/schools/government-society/departments/political-scienceinternational-studies/teaching/enhancing-student-experience/politics-society.aspx) - the student-run society for all those interested in politics at the University of
Birmingham.
Our active research culture was evaluated as being internationally recognised in the 2008 Research Assessment Exercise (RAE) and the Department also scores
consistently well in the Guardian League Table for Politics - we have been consistently viewed as one of the best departments in the country since the Guardian started
publishing their League Tables in 2000.

View a larger version of this presentation (http://www.download.bham.ac.uk/studyhere/presenter/politics/)

Why study this course
The Department of Political Science and International Studies (POLSIS) is one of the largest and best of its type in the UK. It consistently scores high in the National
Student Survey and has consistently been viewed as one of the best departments in the country since the Guardian started publishing their League Tables in 2000.
Our expertise covers all areas of the discipline allowing you to learn from true specialists, with long-established strengths in the fields of political theory, European
politics, international relations theory, security studies, diplomatic studies, political sociology, political economy, environmental politics, Pacific Asian politics and British
politics.
As well as benefiting from our world-leading expertise, you’ll also get the chance to take part in a range of in-house activities that vary by year and are designed to
complement your curriculum and enrich your time at Birmingham. These have included:
Annual Student Conference
Research Assistance Scheme, where students are paired with a member of staff to help them in specific research tasks
Simulation exercises using real case examples
Simulation events and research visits to local and national places of interest
Learn more about our Student Experience activities (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-international-studies/teaching/enhancing-studentexperience/index.aspx) and the work of the Department.

Modules
Year Abroad (Third year)
In your third year you will register for the equivalent of 120 credits at the host institution. You will have to undertake and pass the assessment for 60 credits of the
modules for which you are registered at the host institution. A Pass is required for progression to the 4th year of the programme. These credits will not contribute to the
overall degree classification.

60 credits - POLSIS Year Abroad

Fees and funding
Standard fees (/undergraduate/fees/fees.aspx) apply.
Learn more about fees and funding (/undergraduate/fees/loans.aspx) .
Scholarships
Learn more about our scholarships and awards (/undergraduate/fees/funding/index.aspx) .

Entry requirements
Number of A levels required: 3
Typical offer: ABB
General Studies: not accepted
Additional information:
Other qualifications are considered – learn more about entry requirements (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/requirements)
International students:
International Baccalaureate Diploma: 34 points
Standard English language requirements apply
Learn more about international entry requirements (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/requirements/international)
Depending on your chosen course of study, you may also be interested in the Birmingham Foundation Academy, a specially structured programme for international
students whose qualifications are not accepted for direct entry to UK universities. Further details can be found on the foundation academy web pages
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/foundation-academy/Pathways/index.aspx) .

How to apply
Apply through UCAS at www.ucas.com (http://www.ucas.com/) using code: LL24.
Learn more about applying (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/courses/apply) .
University of Birmingham's UCAS code number is B32.

UCAS
The Universities and Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS) is a UK organisation responsible for managing applications to university and college.
UK, EU and international students applying for most undergraduate degree courses in the UK will need to apply through UCAS.
You submit an application via the UCAS website (http://www.ucas.co.uk/) with a list of up to five courses. All choices are confidential during the application process so
universities and colleges considering an application cannot see your other choices. Applications must be completed by mid-January of the year that you wish to start
university.
You can monitor the progress of your application using the UCAS Apply (http://www.ucas.com/students/apply) system.

The Adobe Flash Player or QuickTime is required for video playback.
Get the latest Flash Player
Get the latest version of QuickTime

Key Information Set (KIS)
Key Information Sets (KIS) are comparable sets of information about full- or part-time undergraduate courses and are designed to meet the information needs of
prospective students.
All KIS information has been published on the Unistats website and can also be accessed via the small advert, or ‘widget’, below. On the Unistats website
(http://unistats.direct.gov.uk) you are able to compare all the KIS data for each course with data for other courses.
The development of Key Information Sets (KIS) formed part of HEFCE’s work to enhance the information that is available about higher education. They give you access
to reliable and comparable information in order to help you make informed decisions about what and where to study.

The KIS contains information which prospective students have identified as useful, such as student satisfaction, graduate outcomes, learning and teaching activities,
assessment methods, tuition fees and student finance, accommodation and professional accreditation.

Related links
Political Science BA flyer (/Documents/college-social-sciences/government-society/polsis/degrees/ba-political-science.pdf)
POLSIS Undergraduate brochure (PDF 2MB) (/Documents/college-social-sciences/government-society/polsis/degrees/undergraduate-brochure.pdf)
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