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Politics is not only what political scientists study, but also an activity in which professional politicians, civil servants and ordinary citizens take part. The BA Political
Science degree couse at Birmingham enables all students to profit from a culture of learning that is aligned with our research ethos - based on critical enquiry, debate
and self-motivation.
The BA Political Science undergraduate degree is taught by the Department of Political Science and International Studies (POLSIS) (/schools/governmentsociety/departments/political-science-international-studies/index.aspx) - one of the largest and highly regarded departments of its kind in the UK.
We offer much more than a degree and your student experience (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-international-studies/teaching/enhancingstudent-experience/index.aspx) lies at the heart of everything we do in POLSIS. As a student here, whether undergraduate or postgraduate, you have the opportunity to
take part in a wide range of events - some of these are targeted to help you build skills and experience for your CV, others are more open events designed to expose you
to high-level speakers on current debates (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-international-studies/teaching/enhancing-studentexperience/high-profile-speaker-visits-polsis.aspx) relevant to all POLSIS students.
Our guest speakers are always topical and leaders in their field. Other opportunities include our popular Model Unitied Nations; Harvard National Model United Nations
Trip and our annual Undergraduate Conference (/schools/government-society/teaching/enhancing-student-experience/undergraduate-conference.aspx) - designed for,
and organised and run by fellow undergraduate students from our School of Government and Society. You will have the opportunity to choose speakers; organise panels;
to designing the marketing and promotion strategy - this is a conference by students and for students, supported and guided by staff.
POLSIS also works closely with a number of student societies including The Politics Society (POLSOC) (/schools/government-society/departments/political-scienceinternational-studies/teaching/enhancing-student-experience/politics-society.aspx) - the student-run society for all those interested in politics at the University of
Birmingham.
All this activity helps maintain our consistently high National Student Survey scores for example, 93% student satisfaction i.e. students satisfied with the overall
quality of the Political Science course at Birmingham and our course is ranked 1st out of the Russell Group of UK universities (The Russell Group is committed to
maintaining the very best research, an outstanding teaching and learning experience and unrivalled links with business and the public sector.
Our active research culture was evaluated as being internationally recognised in the 2008 Research Assessment Exercise (RAE) and the Department also scores
consistently well in the Guardian League Table for Politics - we have been consistently viewed as one of the best departments in the country since the Guardian started
publishing their League Tables in 2000.
In addition to our Single Honours programme, Political Science can also be studied as part of a range of Joint Honours options
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/political-science.aspx?OpenSection=JointHonourCombinations) including African Studies; Anthropology;
Economics; History; Philosophy; Russian Studies; and Sociology.
If you want to take advantage of a unique opportunity to be supported with a work placement opportunity as part of your final year, this course includes the opportunity to
undertake a 'Professional Development (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/professional-development.aspx) ' module as part of your optional module
choices.

View a larger version of this presentation (http://www.download.bham.ac.uk/studyhere/presenter/politics/)
You may also be interested in:
Political Science with Year Abroad BA (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/political-science-year-abroad.aspx)
Joint honours combinations (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/political-science.aspx?OpenSection=JointHonourCombinations)

Why study this course
The Department of Political Science and International Studies (POLSIS) is one of the largest and best of its type in the UK. It consistently scores high in the National
Student Survey and has consistently been viewed as one of the best departments in the country since the Guardian started publishing their League Tables in 2000.

Our expertise covers all areas of the discipline allowing you to learn from true specialists, with long-established strengths in the fields of political theory, European
politics, international relations theory, security studies, diplomatic studies, political sociology, political economy, environmental politics, Pacific Asian politics and British
politics.
As well as benefiting from our world-leading expertise, you’ll also get the chance to take part in a range of in-house activities that vary by year and are designed to
complement your curriculum and enrich your time at Birmingham. These have included:
Annual Student Conference
Research Assistance Scheme, where students are paired with a member of staff to help them in specific research tasks
Simulation exercises using real case examples
Simulation events and research visits to local and national places of interest
Learn more about our Student Experience activities (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-international-studies/teaching/enhancing-studentexperience/index.aspx) and the work of the Department.

Modules
Modules in the first year
You'll focus on building up the basic knowledge and skills you need to study politics by taking a number of core modules. You’ll also have the opportunity to take other
introductory social science courses.
Compulsory core modules
20 credits - Classical Political Thought (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-one/classical-political-thought.aspx)
20 credits - Foundations of Politics (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-one/foundations-politics.aspx)
20 credits - Introduction to International Relations (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-one/introduction-international-relations.aspx)
20 credits - Research Skills and literacy: Philosophy and Methods in Social Sciences (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-one/research-skillsliteracy-philosophy-methods-social-sciences.aspx)

20 credits - Introduction to Political Economy (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-one/introduction-political-economy.aspx)
Optional modules
Choose one of the following 20 credit lists of modules
20 credits - Twentieth Century Russian Politics
20 credits - Introduction to the European Union: History, Politics and Institutions (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-one/introduction-europeanunion-history-politics-institutions.aspx)

20 credits - Social Worlds and the Sociological Imagination (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-one/social-worlds-sociological-imagination.aspx)
20 credits - Introduction to Media, Culture and Society

Modules in the second year
You'll have the opportunity to develop specialised knowledge in areas that you find of greatest interest, such as political theory and analysis, European integration,
British politics, American politics, comparative European politics, and political economy.
Compulsory core modules
20 credits - British Politics (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-two/british-politics.aspx)
20 credits - Foundations of Modern Political and Social Theory (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-two/foundations-modern-political-socialtheory.aspx)

20 credits - Data Analysis and Research Design (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-two/data-analysis-research-design.aspx)
20 credits - Political Analysis (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-two/political-analysis.aspx)
Optional modules
Choose 40 credits from the following, or choose 20 credits from the following and 20 credits of Modules outside the main discipline:
20 credits - Comparative European Government (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-two/comparative-european-government.aspx)
20 credits - International Political Economy (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-two/international-political-economy.aspx)
20 credits - Institutions, Politics and Policies of the European Union (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-two/institutions-politics-policies-europeanunion.aspx)

20 credits - Modern Political Ideologies (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-two/modern-political-ideologies.aspx)
20 credits - The International Politics of East Asia (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-two/international-politics-east-asia.aspx)
20 credits - Introduction to American Politics (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-two/introduction-american-politics.aspx)
20 credits - International Security (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-two/international-security.aspx)
20 credits - Political Economy of European Union Enlargement (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-two/political-economy-european-unionenlargement.aspx)

20 credits - Politics and Policy (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-two/politics-policy.aspx)
20 credits - Public Choice Theory (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-two/introduction-public-choice-theory.aspx)
20 credits - International Politics and Security in Russia and Eurasia (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-two/international-politics-security-russiaeurasia.aspx)

20 credits - The Cultural Politics of Russia and Eastern Europe (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-two/cultural-politics-russia-eastern-europe.aspx)
20 credits - Contemporary Russian and East European Politics Russia: Russia in Revolution, 1900-1938 (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/yeartwo/contemporary-russian-east-european-politics.aspx)

Modules in the third year

Alongside studying your choice of modules from a wide range of options, you will undertake an independent research project (a dissertation), again on a topic of you own
choosing.
If you want to take advantage of a unique opportunity to be supported with a work placement opportunity as part of your final year, this course includes the opportunity to
undertake a 'Professional Development (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/professional-development.aspx) ' module as part of your optional module
choices.
Compulsory core modules
40 credits - Dissertation (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/dissertation-polsis.aspx)
Optional modules
Choose 80 credits from the following
Or choose 60 credits from the following and 20 credits of Modules outside the main discipline (http://www.as.bham.ac.uk/cdu/students/momd.shtml) . Any module not
listed below but is available in the Department or as an 'Modules outside the main discipline' will need approval from POLSIS.
20 credits - Professional Development Module (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/professional-development.aspx)
20 credits - Contemporary Political Theory (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/contemporary-political-theory.aspx)
20 credits - Power in Britain (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/power-britain.aspx)
20 credits - Contemporary US Foreign and Security Policy (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/contemporary-us-foreign-security-policy.aspx)
20 credits - International Ethics (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/international-ethics.aspx)
20 credits - Contemporary International Political Economy (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/contemporary-international-politicaleconomy.aspx)

20 credits - Topics in British Politics (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/topics-british-politics.aspx)
20 credits - Modern European Political Thought (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/modern-european-political-thought.aspx)
20 credits - Controversies in Contemporary Democracies: Comparative Perspectives (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/controversiescontemporary-democracies-comparative-perspectives.aspx)

20 credits - European Security (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/european-security.aspx)
20 credits - Democracy and Democratisation in Contemporary Europe (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/democracy-democratisationcontemporary-europe.aspx)

20 credits - Global Governance (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/global-governance.aspx)
20 credits - War Torn States and Post-Conflict Reconstruction in the South (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/war-torn-states-post-conflictreconstruction-south.aspx)

20 credits - Critical approaches to Security (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/critical-approaches-security.aspx)
20 credits - Advanced Modern Asia (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/advanced-modern-asia.aspx)
20 credits - Politics and the Media (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/politics-media.aspx)
20 credits - Immigration and Citizenship in Western Europe (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/immigration-citizenship-western-europe.aspx)
20 credits - Devolution and the Politics of Territory in Europe (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/devolution-politics-territory-europeanunion.aspx)

20 credits - Europe in a Globalised World (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/europe-globalised-world.aspx)
20 credits - Left Parties and Protest Movements (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/left-parties-protest-movements.aspx)
20 credits - Diplomatic History of Arab-Israeli Conflict (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/diplomatic-history-arab-israeli-conflict.aspx)
20 credits - Europe's Largest Economy - Germany in Comparative Perspective (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/europes-largesteconomy-germany-comparative-perspective.aspx)

20 credits - Gender in World Politics (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/gender-world-politics.aspx)
20 credits - Advanced Cultural Politics of Russia and Eastern Europe (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/advanced-cultural-politics-russiaeastern-europe.aspx)

10 credits - Political History of Central and Eastern Europe in the 20th Century (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/political-history-centraleastern-europe.aspx)

10 credits - 'Returning to Europe': Nation, State and Europe in Post-Communist Central and Eastern Europe
(/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/returning-to-europe.aspx)

20 credits - Politics and Prisons (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/politics-prisons.aspx)
20 credits - Issues in American Domestic Politics (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/modules/year-three/issues-american-domestic-politics.aspx)

Fees and funding
Standard fees (/undergraduate/fees/fees.aspx) apply
Learn more about fees and funding (/undergraduate/fees/loans.aspx)
Scholarships
Learn more about our scholarships and awards (/undergraduate/fees/funding/index.aspx)

Entry requirements
Number of A levels required: 3
Typical offer: ABB
General Studies: not accepted
Additional information:

Other qualifications are considered – learn more about entry requirements (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/requirements)
International students:
International Baccalaureate Diploma: 34 points
Standard English language requirements apply
Learn more about international entry requirements (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/requirements/international)
Depending on your chosen course of study, you may also be interested in the Birmingham Foundation Academy, a specially structured programme for international
students whose qualifications are not accepted for direct entry to UK universities. Further details can be found on the foundation academy web pages
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/foundation-academy/Pathways/index.aspx) .

How to apply
Apply through UCAS at www.ucas.com (http://www.ucas.com/) using code: L200.
Learn more about applying (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/courses/apply) .
University of Birmingham's UCAS code number is B32.

UCAS
The Universities and Colleges Admissions Service (UCAS) is a UK organisation responsible for managing applications to university and college.
UK, EU and international students applying for most undergraduate degree courses in the UK will need to apply through UCAS.
You submit an application via the UCAS website (http://www.ucas.co.uk/) with a list of up to five courses. All choices are confidential during the application process so
universities and colleges considering an application cannot see your other choices. Applications must be completed by mid-January of the year that you wish to start
university.
You can monitor the progress of your application using the UCAS Apply (http://www.ucas.com/students/apply) system.

Joint Honours combinations
You can study Political Science as part of a Joint Honours degree with the following subjects:
Anthropology and Political Science Joint Honours BA (/undergraduate/courses/jointhonours/anthropology-and-political-science.aspx) (UCAS code LL62)
Economics and Political Science Joint Honours BSc (/undergraduate/courses/econ/economics-and-political-science-bsc.aspx) (UCAS code LL12)
History and Political Science Joint Honours BA (/undergraduate/courses/jointhonours/history-and-political-science.aspx) (UCAS code LV21)
Political Science and Philosophy Joint Honours BA (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/political-science-and-philosophy.aspx) (UCAS code VL52)
Sociology and Political Science Joint Honours BA (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/sociology-and-political-science.aspx) (UCAS code LL32)
Social Policy and Political Science Joint Honours BA (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/social-policy-political-science.aspx) (UCAS code LL42)
Year abroad options:
Political Science and Philosophy with Year Abroad BA (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/political-science-philosophy-year-abroad.aspx) (UCAS code LV25)
Political Science and Social Policy with Year Abroad BA (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/political-science-social-policy-year-abroad.aspx) (UCAS code
LL24)
Political Science and Sociology with Year Abroad BA (/undergraduate/courses/govsoc/political-science-sociology-year-abroad.aspx) (UCAS code LL23)

Key Information Set (KIS)
Key Information Sets (KIS) are comparable sets of information about full- or part-time undergraduate courses and are designed to meet the information needs of
prospective students.
All KIS information has been published on the Unistats website and can also be accessed via the small advert, or ‘widget’, below. On the Unistats website
(http://unistats.direct.gov.uk) you are able to compare all the KIS data for each course with data for other courses.
The development of Key Information Sets (KIS) formed part of HEFCE’s work to enhance the information that is available about higher education. They give you access
to reliable and comparable information in order to help you make informed decisions about what and where to study.
The KIS contains information which prospective students have identified as useful, such as student satisfaction, graduate outcomes, learning and teaching activities,

assessment methods, tuition fees and student finance, accommodation and professional accreditation.

Related links
Political Science BA flyer (/Documents/college-social-sciences/government-society/polsis/degrees/ba-political-science.pdf)
POLSIS Undergraduate brochure (PDF 2MB) (/Documents/college-social-sciences/government-society/polsis/degrees/undergraduate-brochure.pdf)

Related news and events
Birmingham University Graduate Wins Top Law Student Award (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2012/01/graduate-wins-top-law-student-award.aspx)

Student report: Eleanor Johnston, Internship at the GUIDE Consultancy (2013) (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2013/07/eleanor-johnston-ba.aspx)

Birmingham, Delhi and Yale to establish global justice programme (/news/latest/2013/02/27FebBirmingham-and-Yale-to-establish-global-justice-programme-inIndia.aspx)

David Miliband visits the Department of Politics and International Studies (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2011/10/david-miliband-visits-polsis.aspx)

Legal, Legitimate, and Effective Drone Warfare: Grand Illusion or Future Reality? (/news/thebirminghambrief/items/2012/12/Legal,-Legitimate,-and-EffectiveDrone-Warfare-Grand-Illusion-or-Future-Reality.aspx)

Student review: Introduction to Law for Non-Law Students Event (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2012/11/introduction-to-law-for-non-law-students-event.aspx)

Students vote Birmingham as a top UK University for Politics (/schools/government-society/departments/political-science-internationalstudies/news/2013/11/which-university-guide.aspx)
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