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BA Economic and Social History
Details
BA History Open Day talk September 2013

Download the programme brochure (/Documents/college-artslaw/history/v300.pdf) for BA Economic and Social History to find out more about the course
structure
What makes economies grow? Why are wealth and income unequally distributed? Are market economies or controlled economies more successful? What is the
relationship between education, health and prosperity? How have ordinary people's lives been affected by changes in family size? Is it possible to maintain economic
progress without a manufacturing sector? Economic and Social History explores questions like these.
Economic and Social History is taught within the Department of History, which has an outstanding international reputation for excellence in teaching and research. The
size and quality of the department enables us to offer students on this programme a wide range of options across the medieval and modern periods. We also recognise
the value of social sciences to historical enquiry and encourage you to enhance your skills in this area to support your appreciation of the past.

First year
The first year represents a foundation year in which the core skills and the fundamental knowledge for the programme are established. 60 credits comprising Practising
History (A): Skills in History and Practising History (B): Approaches to History (/undergraduate/courses/history/History-modules.aspx#practising) (10 credits
each), The Economic History of Modern Britain (/undergraduate/courses/history/History-modules.aspx#economichistory) and The Social History of Modern Britain
(/undergraduate/courses/history/History-modules.aspx#socialhistory) (each 20 credits). Students also study either Discovering the Middle Ages
(/undergraduate/courses/history/History-modules.aspx#medieval500) and Living in the Middle Ages (/undergraduate/courses/history/Historymodules.aspx#medieval1050) , or, The Making of the Modern World 1500-1815 (/undergraduate/courses/history/History-modules.aspx#reformation) and The Making
of the Contemporary World 1815-2000 (/undergraduate/courses/history/History-modules.aspx#makingcontemporaryworld) (20 credits each) in order to establish a
strong foundation in historical enquiry and understanding.
In order to enhance awareness of social science concepts relevant to the study of economic and social history, students are encouraged to study their Themes and
Areas 1 (/undergraduate/courses/history/History-modules.aspx#themes1) module (20 credits) from a list of those on offer within the Social Sciences, although students
are free to choose from other approved modules from a University wide list if this is more appropriate to their interests and aptitudes. Students must pass at least 100
credits in order to proceed to the second year of the programme.

Second year
In the second year, the core module Foundations of Modern Britain (/undergraduate/courses/history/History-modules.aspx#foundationsmodernbritain) develops
students’ understanding of industrialisation and its social impact within Britain, it also enhances students’ facility with the analysis and interpretation of primary source
evidence, introduced in the first year. In addition, Group Research (/undergraduate/courses/history/History-modules.aspx#groupresearch) builds on collaborative and
presentational skills introduced during the first year skills programme, as well as reinforcing research skills being developed elsewhere in the second year, and provides
a further opportunity for students to engage directly with primary source evidence.
Research Methods (Dissertation Preparation) (/undergraduate/courses/history/History-modules.aspx#researchmethods) will give students first-hand experience of the
work of a historian as they learn to identify and frame a valid, intellectually coherent research question for their dissertation. History in Theory and Practice
(/undergraduate/courses/history/History-modules.aspx#theoryandpractice) addresses questions to do with the nature of history and historical knowledge. Its broad
scope is designed to aid independent thinking and reflection by students.
Students will also study one optional 20-credit module (/undergraduate/courses/history/History-modules.aspx#eshoptions) , chosen from a list of modules in economic
and social History for second year students within the Department of History and one from Themes and Areas 2 (/undergraduate/courses/history/Historymodules.aspx#themes2) . All modules studied in the second year contribute to final degree classification according to the regulations which apply throughout the
University (the average of marks achieved at year two being weighted at 25% for finals classification).

Third year
In the final year students must take a Special Subject (/undergraduate/courses/history/History-modules.aspx#specialsubject) in Economic and Social History (20 +
20 credits). This provides an opportunity to focus more narrowly on a specific area of the discipline and develop a deep understanding of issues and debates in the
secondary literature relevant to it; the Special Subject also requires students to work with primary sources at an advanced level.
It is also compulsory for students to complete an independent piece of research (the Dissertation (/undergraduate/courses/history/Historymodules.aspx#eshdissertation) ) within the field of Economic and Social History. This allows them to consolidate the skills gained throughout their programme and
deepen their knowledge of an area of interest which is precisely defined. Students will chose from a range of specialised historical topics dealing with a spectrum of

geographical, chronological, and thematic issues in Advanced Option A (/undergraduate/courses/history/History-modules.aspx#advancedautumn) (Autumn) and
Advanced Option B (/undergraduate/courses/history/History-modules.aspx#advancedspring) (Spring).

Year Abroad
This four year route offers you the additional educational benefit of a year of study in an approved University in Europe or in English speaking countries. Students with
grades of 2.1 or above in their first year will be asked to apply for the Year Abroad in the first term of their second year and if successful, will go abroad in their third year.
In addition to the tutor support given from the host University, students who choose to take a Year Abroad will be allocated a member of staff from the Department of
History who will monitor their progress while overseas through regular email and/or skype contact.

Why study this course
One of the largest departments in the country with 30+ full time academic staff operating on an international level.
A wide variety of options available including British, European and Global Modules.
Access to a wide variety of resources from the Main Library (which is situated next to the History department) and the Hilton and Styles Libraries in the Arts
Building itself.
The University Special Collections houses some 60,000 rare and early printed books and upwards of 2 million manuscript and archive items.

A day in the life of a History student
Current second year History undergraduate Hannah Witton takes you on a tour of a typical day in the life of a History student at the University of Birmingham.

Fees and funding
Standard fees (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/courses/fees/standard) apply
Learn more about fees and funding (/undergraduate/fees/loans.aspx)
Scholarships
Learn more about our scholarships and awards (/undergraduate/fees/funding/index.aspx)

Entry requirements
Number of A levels required: 3
Typical offer: ABB
General Studies: not accepted
Additional information:
International Baccalaureate Diploma: 34 points
Access programmes: 60 credits overall to include 45 credits at level 3, of which 30 must be at Distinction and 15 at Merit. All remaining credits must be at level 2 and
include 12 in Maths and 12 in English.
Other qualifications are considered – learn more about entry requirements (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/requirements)
A subject booklet is available – email: h.j.cullen@bham.ac.uk (mailto:h.j.cullen@bham.ac.uk) or tel: +44 (0)121 414 5752
International students:
We welcome applications from international students and invite you to join our vibrant community of over 4500 international students who represent 150 different
countries. We accept a range of qualifications, our country pages (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/international/students/country/index.aspx) show you what qualifications
we accept from your country.
Depending on your chosen course of study, you may also be interested in the Birmingham Foundation Academy, a specially structured programme for international
students whose qualifications are not accepted for direct entry to UK universities. Further details can be found on the foundation academy web pages
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/foundation-academy/Pathways/index.aspx) .

How to apply
Apply through UCAS at www.ucas.com (http://www.ucas.com/)

Learn more about applying (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/courses/apply)

Key Information Set (KIS)
Key Information Sets (KIS) are comparable sets of information about full- or part-time undergraduate courses and are designed to meet the information needs of
prospective students.
All KIS information has been published on the Unistats website and can also be accessed via the small advert, or ‘widget’, below. On the Unistats website
(http://unistats.direct.gov.uk) you are able to compare all the KIS data for each course with data for other courses.
The development of Key Information Sets (KIS) formed part of HEFCE’s work to enhance the information that is available about higher education. They give you access
to reliable and comparable information in order to help you make informed decisions about what and where to study.
The KIS contains information which prospective students have identified as useful, such as student satisfaction, graduate outcomes, learning and teaching activities,
assessment methods, tuition fees and student finance, accommodation and professional accreditation.

Related news and events
NGOs - the changing face of grassroots activism (/research/our/news/items/ngo.aspx)
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