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This course is a four-year degree involving a year abroad at a German university in either Berlin or Bayreuth. Students on this programme will familiarise themselves
with both Civil Law and Common Law, thereby gaining comparative experience of two of the world's major legal families. Any student hoping for a career in
international law, commerce or business will find their opportunities significantly enriched by this programme. Approximately two-thirds of your time will be spent on
English law and one-third on German and German Law.
Birmingham Law School is the most established law school in one of the largest legal communities in the country. For over 85 years we have made a major
contribution to teaching and scholarship, and you’ll learn from academics who are leaders in their fields and the authors of many key works used by practitioners
today.
Study here and find out why the University of Birmingham was awarded The Times and The Sunday Times University of the Year 2013-14
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/news/latest/2013/09/20-sep-Birmingham-announced-as-University-of-the-Year.aspx)

Course fact file
UCAS code: MR12
Duration: 4 years
Places Available: 7
Applications in 2014: 30
Typical Offer: AAA and a good LNAT score (More detailed entry requirements and the international qualifications accepted can be found in the
course details (?OpenSection=EntryRequirements) )
Start date: September

Contact
Admissions Tutor: Miss Katharina Moser
Telephone enquiries: +44 (0)121 414 6286
Email: law-llb@bham.ac.uk (mailto:law-llb@bham.ac.uk)
Birmingham Law School (/schools/law/index.aspx)
Follow us on Twitter (http://twitter.com/bhamlaw)

Details
The German legal system belongs to the continental European family of legal
systems known as Civil Law. The characteristic feature of Civil Law countries
is the importance they attach to codified abstract rules. The Civil Law tradition
has had a major influence on the design and development of the law of the
European Union. By contrast, England is the home of of one of the world's
other great legal families, that of the Common Law, a family which also
embraces many nations outside Europe including the USA. The special
characteristic of the Common Law is the importance it attaches to decisions
of the courts. During the course you will familiarise yourself with both legal
systems, thereby gaining comparative experience of two of the world's major
legal families. Any student hoping for a career in international law, commerce
or business will find their opportunities significantly enriched by this
programme.
Law modules are taught by Birmingham Law School, and the German
modules by the Department of German Studies – one of the very best in the UK. Approximately two-thirds of your time will be spent on English law and one-third on
German and German Law.

Why study this course

Transferable skills - A law degree prepares you for a wide range of careers
Employability - Birmingham is one of the top universities in the UK for graduate employment
Extensive opportunities - including mooting (/schools/law/life/mooting.aspx) , pro bono (/schools/law/life/pro-bono/index.aspx) and debating
Professional links - placement schemes, annual law fair (/schools/law/courses/llb/careers/law-careers-events.aspx) , visits to leading firms
Dedicated facilities - including the Harding Law Library (/schools/law/life/harding.aspx) and Law common room
Placement year abroad - spent at one of Germany's top Law Schools in Bayreuth or Berlin
Student Experience - see what our students have to say (/schools/law/courses/llb/profiles/profiles.aspx) about our degrees

Modules
First year
We assume that you have no prior knowledge of the law, so the programme starts with lectures and discussion groups on the legal system, legal sources and methods
of reasoning. You then study 80 credits of law modules (Public Law (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-public-law.aspx) , Law of Contract
(/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-law-of-contract.aspx) , Law of Torts (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-law-of-torts.aspx) ), together with an introduction to
German law and the German legal system, plus a German language module.

Second year
In this year you again study 80 credits of law modules (Legal Foundations of the European Union (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-legal-foundations-of-theEU.aspx) , Land Law (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-land-law.aspx) , Law of Trusts and Equity (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-law-of-trusts-andequity.aspx) ), as well as modules on German law and German language.

Third year
You spend this year living in Germany and studying at either Bayreuth University or Freie Universität in Berlin alongside German law students. You are given help to
select appropriate subjects and tailor tuition to your specific needs and interests. On successful completion of the year, you will be awarded a graded certificate by the
German university.

The year abroad pushed me academically, developing my ability in German and gaining an understanding of a significant European legal system. But most
importantly, studying Law with German allowed me to stand out from the rest when applying to law firms. (Joseph Kamyar, 2011 Graduate)

Fourth year
In your final year back in Birmingham, you study the compulsory Criminal Law (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-criminal-law.aspx) and German language modules.
You also choose 60 credits of options in the Law School and either one module from the Department of German Studies or write a dissertation on an aspect of German
Law.
Modules normally available include:
Advanced Constitutional Law (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-advanced-constitutional-law.aspx)
Advanced EU Law (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-advanced-eu-law.aspx)
Advanced Property Law (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-advanced-property-law.aspx)
Advocacy (Mooting) (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-mooting.aspx)
Bioethics (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-bioethics.aspx)
Bodies of Law (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-bodies-of-law.aspx)
Canadian Constitutional Law (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-canadian-constitutional-law.aspx)
Civil Procedure and Evidence (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-civil-procedure-and-evidence.aspx)
Company Law (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-company-law.aspx)
Counter Terrorism Law (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-counter-terrorism-law.aspx)
Criminology (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-criminology.aspx)
Domestic Sale of Goods (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-domestic-sale-of-goods.aspx)
Environmental Law (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-environmental-law.aspx)
Human Rights and Criminal Justice (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-human-rights-and-criminal-justice.aspx)
Intellectual Property (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-intellectual-property.aspx)
International Human Rights (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-international-human-rights.aspx)
International Sale of Goods (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-international-sale-of-goods.aspx)
Law and Policy of the WTO (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-law-and-policy-of-the-wto.aspx)
Law of Adult Relationships (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-law-of-adult-relationships.aspx)
Law of Health and Safety at Work (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-law-of-health-and-safety-at-work.aspx)
Legal Issues in Health Care (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-legal-issues-in-health-care.aspx)
Political and Legal Theory II (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-political-and-legal-theory-II.aspx)
Public International Law (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-public-international-law.aspx)
Regulation of the Legal Profession (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-regulation-of-the-legal-profession.aspx)
Tax Law (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-tax-law.aspx)
Women and the Criminal Justice System (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-women-and-the-criminal-justice-system.aspx)
Youth Crime and Youth Justice (/schools/law/courses/llb/modules/llb-youth-crime-and-youth-justice.aspx)
There is also an opportunity to research and write a dissertation on a legal topic of your own choice.

Fees and funding
The fees for 2015 entry are:
Home/EU students - £9,000 p.a
International students - £13,195 p.a
Learn more about fees and funding (/undergraduate/fees/index.aspx)
Scholarships
The Law School offers subject specific scholarships for international students of £3,000 p.a. Full details of how to apply can be found on our scholarships page
(/schools/law/courses/llb/scholarships.aspx)

Learn more about our University scholarships and awards (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/fees/undergraduate/funding/index.aspx)

Entry requirements
Typical offer: AAA and a good LNAT score
Required subjects and grades: German A level at grade A
Additional information:
General Studies is not accepted but a good performance may be taken into account if you fail to meet the conditions of the offer.
Applicants taking the International Baccalaureate Diploma require: 36 points (including 6, 6, 6 at Higher Level)
All applicants will be required to take the National Admissions Test for Law (/schools/law/courses/llb/lnat.aspx) (LNAT)
Other qualifications are considered – learn more about entry requirements (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/requirements) .
International students:
Birmingham Law School has a thriving community of over 200 international students across our LLB programmes. All international qualifications which are equivalent to
A-Level will be considered for entry. Learn more about international entry requirements (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/requirements/international) .
If your first language is not English you must provide an English language qualification. Recognised qualifications include:
IELTS: 7.0 with no less than 6.5 in any band
If you need to improve your level of English in order to meet the minimum entry-level requirement you may be able attend one of the full-time courses run by our English
for International Students Unit (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/courses/presessional/index.aspx) .
Depending on your chosen course of study, you may also be interested in the Birmingham Foundation Academy, a specially structured programme for international
students whose qualifications are not accepted for direct entry to UK universities. Further details can be found on the foundation academy web pages
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/foundation-academy/Pathways/index.aspx) .

How to apply
Apply through UCAS at www.ucas.com (http://www.ucas.com/) .
Learn more about applying (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/courses/apply) .

Key Information Set (KIS)
Key Information Sets (KIS) are comparable sets of information about full- or part-time undergraduate courses and are designed to meet the information needs of
prospective students.
All KIS information has been published on the Unistats website and can also be accessed via the small advert, or ‘widget’, below. On the Unistats website
(http://unistats.direct.gov.uk) you are able to compare all the KIS data for each course with data for other courses.
The development of Key Information Sets (KIS) formed part of HEFCE’s work to enhance the information that is available about higher education. They give you access
to reliable and comparable information in order to help you make informed decisions about what and where to study.
The KIS contains information which prospective students have identified as useful, such as student satisfaction, graduate outcomes, learning and teaching activities,
assessment methods, tuition fees and student finance, accommodation and professional accreditation.

Related links
Undergraduate Law programmes (/schools/law/courses/llb/index.aspx)
Careers with a Law Degree (/schools/law/courses/llb/careers/law-careers.aspx)

Learning and teaching
As a Birmingham student, you are joining the academic elite and have the
privilege of learning from world-leading experts in their fields. Learning here at
the Law School is research-led, drawing upon the expertise of staff to provide
excellent teaching. We regard teaching and research as inextricably linked
and mutually reinforcing. Our staff are frequent participants in legal debates

and contribute regularly to the policy-making process.
Our teaching reflects original thought and insight which has helped to shape
the contours of the discipline of law. Respondents to the National Student
Survey have acknowledged the enthusiasm of our staff and their ability to
explain things clearly and make material intellectually stimulating. We
encourage all our students to challenge us and draw their own conclusions.
Central to Learning and Teaching in the Law School at the University of
Birmingham is critical enquiry, debate and self-motivation, summed up by the
term enquiry-based learning.
Enquiry-based learning describes an environment in which learning is driven by the shared enquiry of students and tutors. This approach will enable you to take control of
your own learning as you progress through your degree. Moreover, it will encourage you to acquire essential skills that are highly valued in the competitive employment
sector: creativity, independence, team-working, goal-setting and problem-solving. Enquiry-based learning places you at the centre of your own learning process so that
you learn through involvement and ownership and not simply by listening.

What you can expect?
Throughout your Law degree you can expect about 13 hours of contact time per week made up of approximately ten hours of lectures and three hours of seminars.
During your first year you will undergo a formal transition review to see how you are getting on and offer you help for any particular areas where you need support.

Lectures
Lectures are an important method of teaching used in the School, intended to provide a structured framework for learning and dispensing essential knowledge. They
won't tell you all you need to know, but they should help you to navigate the reading you're expected to undertake to pursue your studies effectively. A good lecture can
be an eye-opening and mind-broadening experience.

Seminars
Seminars are smaller group classes, which involve the development and testing of ideas in discussion, with a high degree of student input. A successful class is one in
which the module teacher says very little, intervening only to comment, steer and occasionally inform or correct.
Seminars are not ‘mini-lectures’. In all seminars you are expected to be prepared and to participate. They provide a forum for discussion and exchange of ideas, and all
students are expected to be able to participate actively. This is tremendously important at university level and will help you to clarify and extend your understanding of
the topics you are studying, as well as develop confidence in expressing yourself orally.
Seminars in law also provide an opportunity to learn the difficult but vital skill of applying the law to factual situations. This is assessed in exams through ‘problem
questions’. For your seminars directed to this skill you will be given the facts of problem questions in advance, and you devote time to working out your own answers
beforehand, then testing those answers in argument during the seminar.

Assessment methods
Birmingham Law School uses a variety of methods to assess student performance, this includes exams, essays and dissertations. At the beginning of each module,
you'll be given information on how and when you'll be assessed for that particular programme of study.
Examinations take place in the summer term (May/June) and core modules are typically assessed by a 3-hour exam with optional modules assessed by a 2-hour
exam. There are no January exams at Birmingham Law School.
Essays vary in length (1000-4000 words) depending on whether the essay is only part of the assessment for the subject or whether the subject is assessed 100%
by essay.
Dissertations are individual research projects into a specific topic and vary in length (up to 10,000 words) depending on the credit value of the subject which is
being assessed by dissertation.
A number of prizes are available for outstanding performance in assessments at the end of each academic year. Many of these prizes are sponsored by law firms across
the UK.
Studying at degree-level is likely to be very different from your previous experience of learning and teaching. You will be expected to think, discuss and engage critically
with the subject and find things out for yourself. We will enable you to make this transition to a new style of learning, and the way that you are assessed during your
studies will help you develop the essential skills you need to make a success of your time at Birmingham.

Feedback
Developing skills and enhancing academic performance is a key part of a university education and the Law School provide feedback on your work throughout your
degree. You'll receive feedback on each assessment within four weeks, so that you can learn from and build on what you have done. To enhance the student learning
experience, the Law School provides the following:
Individual feedback on academic performance is provided during progress review meetings with your personal tutor throughout the year.
All academic members of staff will have feedback and office hours during which you can see them without prior appointment and speak to them on a 1-1 basis to
discuss feedback or other academic support you may require.
Individual feedback on both assessed and non-assessed essays within four weeks of submission. This feedback will cover
What was done well
What was not done well
How the above relate to the mark achieved and the marking criteria
What could be done to improve the next piece of work.

Generic feedback on examination papers will be offered to students following the publication of results in June each year.
In addition to generic feedback, individual feedback is offered to all students who have failed and are entitled to re-sit the examination.

Legal Skills Advisory Service (LSAS)
In addition to the feedback you will receive from academic staff, our Legal Skills Advisory Service will help you develop skills particular to studying law. We run daily
drop-in sessions and weekly workshops open to all undergraduate Law students. LSAS will help you to develop skills which are crucial to legal study. Workshops
include:
How to prepare for seminars and lectures

How to answer essay and problem questions
How to read cases and articles
How to learn from feedback and tackling common mistakes
How to manage your time effectively
How to prepare for exams

Employability

Birmingham Law School's Centre for Professional Legal Education and Research (CEPLER)provides a diverse range of opportunities and activities to
enhance knowledge, skills, confidence and employability - all the things that help graduates to stand out from the crowd in a competitive jobs market.
Our students can benefit from activities, opportunities, help and resources in areas including:
Careers
CEPLER's extensive provision of careers lectures and skills workshops offers advice and guidance on a range of specialist areas of law and legally-related careers.
In addition to practical skills sessions on how to present yourself and succeed at interview. View information on our careers lectures provision
(/schools/law/courses/llb/careers/careers-lectures.aspx) . Or to find out about other careers activities. (/schools/law/courses/llb/careers/law-careers-events.aspx)
We are forging links right across the legal community and beyond to public, third sector and non-law commercial organisations to provide valuable work
experience placements (/schools/law/courses/llb/careers/work-experience-placements.aspx) .

Pro Bono
CEPLER's Pro Bono Group began in 2009 and has grown from one Street Law Project to a diverse portfolio of opportunities to build your experience and serve the
community. Visit the Pro Bono Group (/schools/law/life/pro-bono/index.aspx) page for full details on the range of projects.

Mooting & Advocacy
Being able to evidence your experience of advocacy is a key advantage in the over-subscribed legal profession. CEPLER offers skills sessions and three Mooting
competitions (/schools/law/life/mooting.aspx) , as well as Debating and Negotiation.

Education
CEPLER is developing new and innovative approaches to teaching to give you experience of real world law. So far, we have introduced two new practice-based
modules: Regulation of the Legal Profession, which will encourage you to question assumptions about lawyers and their role in society; and Advocacy, which
covers a range of skills such as mooting, negotiation and mediation, along with court observations and presentation skills development.

Professional accreditation
This degree is a ‘qualifying’ degree; this means that it provides exemption from the first or academic stage of the examinations required by the Solicitors Regulation
Authority and Bar Standards Board before you can qualify as a solicitor or barrister.

Barristers
In order to practise in England and Wales the intending barrister must first join an Inn of Court. Many students do this while taking their degree. The School has its own
Inns of Court Students’ Association from which details can be obtained about joining an Inn. On successful completion of the degree intending barristers must take a
further one-year full-time course, the Bar Professional Training Course leading to the second part of the Bar examination. There then follows a one-year period of
Pupillage – a form of apprenticeship in a barrister’s chambers.

Solicitors
On completion of their degree intending solicitors take a one-year full-time course. This is called the Legal Practice Course (LPC). Thereafter, there is a two-year training
contract (apprenticeship in a firm of solicitors), all or most of which must be taken after completing the LPC. Fuller information on both the Bar and the Solicitors’
professions is given in the Law School Handbook. The official bodies, from which complete particulars should be sought, are as follows:
The Council of Legal Education
4 Gray’s Inn Place
London
WC1R 5DX
The Law Society Education and Training Department
Ipsley Court
Redditch
Worcestershire
B98 OTD
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