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Dental Hygiene and Therapy BSc
Details
First year
In the first term the Professional Development module prepares you for studying at university. Clinical orientation in dental hygiene is a major component of this early part
of the course and prepares you for seeing your first patient at the beginning of the second term by teaching skills of scaling and polishing teeth. The Biomedical
Sciences and Oral Health Promotion modules prepare you for the study of disease, patient management and health education later on in the course. In the third term
you will begin to learn how to manage dental decay and to restore teeth using Phantom Heads in the state-of-the-art fully computerised laboratory.

Second year
During your second year you will be managing and meeting your own list of patients and gaining confidence and competence in clinical skills. Applied pharmacology,
general pathology and dental radiography are all taught in this year. In addition you learn the specialties of paediatric dentistry and the management of periodontal
disease.

Third year
In the final year you will spend time undertaking clinical teaching at outreach clinics to broaden your experience and prepare you for life after graduation. Integrated
clinical practice combines the dental hygiene and therapy skills into whole-patient care. Two terms will be spent undertaking a research project with relevance to your
studies.
Innovative clinical projects are structured to bring together undergraduate dental students and dental hygiene and therapy students in shared learning experiences.
Outreach clinical placements in the second and third years are located within the West Midlands and do not involve an overnight stay.

Why study this course
Birmingham offers a fully integrated course which links underpinning theory to clinical practice at all levels. It is delivered in a large teaching hospital with opportunities to
participate in primary, secondary and tertiary care of patients, and to train alongside other members of the dental team. The opportunity to undertake outreach clinical
training in the second and third years of study facilitates the smooth transition from student to qualified professional working within the community.

Modules
Year 1
Professional Development
Clinical Orientation
Biomedical Sciences
Dentistry in Society
Oral Health Promotion and Education
Dental Hygiene Clinical Practice
Introduction to Adult Restorative Dentistry

Year 2
Adult Restorative Dentistry Theory and Clinical Practice
Periodontal Diseases Theory and Clinical Practice
Applied Pharmacology
Pain and Anxiety Control
General Pathology, Dental Radiography
Paediatric Dentistry

Year 3
Oral Medicine
Research Project
Integrated Clinical Practice
This is the module list for 2012, but the programme continues to evolve and you should check the website regularly for any changes for next year.

Fees and funding
There are no academic fees payable by the student.
Learn more about fees and funding (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/feesandfinance/loans.aspx)
Learn more about our scholarships and awards (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/feesandfinance/funding/index.aspx)

Entry requirements
Number of A levels required: 3
Typical offer: ABB
Required subjects and grades: Biology at A level (grade B or above); GCSEs should include Chemistry and Biology or higher tier dual award Science, English and a
minimum of three other subjects at Grade C or above

General Studies: not accepted
Other qualifications are considered – learn more about entry requirements (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/requirements/requirements-ug/index.aspx)
Additional information:

Interviewees would be expected to be familiar with the role of the Dental Hygienist and Dental Therapist within the dental team in the United Kingdom
Satisfactory references, interview, health screening and criminal records searches are all part of the selection process. If the application is successful you will be
asked to provide satisfactory evidence of non infectivity and immunisation against Hepatitis B.
The School of Dental Hygiene & Therapy is committed to the promotion of equal opportunities for all, and welcomes applicants from all cultural and ethnic
backgrounds Individuals are selected on the basis of their relevant merits and abilities.
Birmingham School of Dental Hygiene & Therapy currently has no facility to offer places to overseas students from non-EU countries or students with overseas
qualifications seeking shortened courses
Selected applicants will be invited for interview.
A satisfactory health declaration, including evidence of appropriate immunisation, is required from accepted candidates before registration for the programme. Part
of this documentation is to produce evidence of having satisfactorily completed a full course of immunisation against Hepatitis B (and to be non-infectious for
Hepatitis B and C) before commencing clinical training. The immunisation process can take up to nine months and applicants are therefore advised to consult their
GP at the earliest opportunity. We will retest students on entry in order to obtain a validated blood sample which will be checked for Hepatitis B and C. Students
who are found to be infectious will be withdrawn from the course.
Students will be required to complete a successful Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check before admission to the programme.
All students will be required to sign the subject-specific Fitness to Practise Code of Conduct on entry, details of which will be forwarded with an offer letter.
Candidates are expected to show a range of skills including dexterity, communication and teamwork. Some work experience in dentistry, particularly shadowing a
dental hygienist or dental therapist, is required before completing the UCAS form.

Selection of students
The admissions panel looks for a commitment to working with people to improve their oral health and general well being. Communication and teamworking skills are
therefore very important, as is the ability to undertake intricate practical tasks.
Candidates should demonstrate work experience in dentistry in the UK and evidence of good dexterity (for example, through playing a musical instrument, modelmaking, DIY work or art). All applicants who have been offered a place at Birmingham will be offered the opportunity to attend the department for a day of familiarisation
with the programme.

International students:
Please note: This course is open to home/EU students only.
Applicants whose first language is not English must demonstrate competence in English by passing IELTS with a score of 7.0 or higher.
International Baccalaureate Diploma: 34 points including Biology and preferably Chemistry
Depending on your chosen course of study, you may also be interested in the Birmingham Foundation Academy, a specially structured programme for international
students whose qualifications are not accepted for direct entry to UK universities. Further details can be found on the foundation academy web pages
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/foundation-academy/Pathways/index.aspx) .

How to apply
Apply through UCAS at www.ucas.com (http://www.ucas.com/)
Learn more about applying (http://http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/courses/apply)

Related links
Dental Hygiene and Therapy Programme Brochure (/Documents/college-mds/course-flyers/dental-hygiene-therapy.pdf)

Related news and events
Fruit and vegetable compound offers hope against gum disease (/news/latest/2011/10/18-Oct-Fruit-and-vegetable-compound-offers-hope-against-gumdisease.aspx)

Fruit and vegetable compound offers hope in fight against gum disease (/research/our/news/items/fruit-gum.aspx)
Work to start on £50m Birmingham Dental Hospital & School of Dentistry (/news/latest/2013/08/-Work-to-start-on-50m-Birmingham-Dental-Hospital--School-ofDentistry.aspx)
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