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Dental Hygiene and Therapy BSc

This is an integrated programme leading to a qualification in dental hygiene and dental therapy. It is a collaborative programme funded via the Birmingham Community
Healthcare NHS Trust and validated by the University. The course is delivered at Birmingham Dental Hospital located in the city centre.
Study here and find out why the University of Birmingham has been awarded The Times and The Sunday Times University of the Year 2013-14
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/news/latest/2013/09/20-sep-Birmingham-announced-as-University-of-the-Year.aspx)

Course fact file
UCAS code: B750
Duration: 3 years
Places Available: 28
Applications in 2012: 366
Typical Offer: ABB (More detailed entry requirements and the international qualifications accepted can be found in the course details (?
OpenSection=EntryRequirements) )
Start date: September

Contact
Admissions Tutor: Elizabeth Bannister
Telephone enquiries: +44 (0)121 466 5125
Email: sodht@bhamcommunity.nhs.uk (mailto:sodht@bhamcommunity.nhs.uk)
School of Dentistry (/schools/dentistry/index.aspx)
Follow us on Twitter (http://twitter.com/unibirm_MDS)
Contact us on Facebook (http://facebook.com/collegemds)

Details
First year
In the first term the Professional Development module prepares you for studying at university. Clinical orientation in dental hygiene is a major component of this early part
of the course and prepares you for seeing your first patient at the beginning of the second term by teaching skills of scaling and polishing teeth. The Biomedical
Sciences and Oral Health Promotion modules prepare you for the study of disease, patient management and health education later on in the course. In the third term
you will begin to learn how to manage dental decay and to restore teeth using Phantom Heads in the state-of-the-art fully computerised laboratory.

Second year
During your second year you will be managing and meeting your own list of patients and gaining confidence and competence in clinical skills. Applied pharmacology,
general pathology and dental radiography are all taught in this year. In addition you learn the specialties of paediatric dentistry and the management of periodontal
disease.

Third year
In the final year you will spend time undertaking clinical teaching at outreach clinics to broaden your experience and prepare you for life after graduation. Integrated
clinical practice combines the dental hygiene and therapy skills into whole-patient care. Two terms will be spent undertaking a research project with relevance to your
studies.
Innovative clinical projects are structured to bring together undergraduate dental students and dental hygiene and therapy students in shared learning experiences.
Outreach clinical placements in the second and third years are located within the West Midlands and do not involve an overnight stay.

Why study this course
Birmingham offers a fully integrated course which links underpinning theory to clinical practice at all levels. It is delivered in a large teaching hospital with opportunities to
participate in primary, secondary and tertiary care of patients, and to train alongside other members of the dental team. The opportunity to undertake outreach clinical
training in the second and third years of study facilitates the smooth transition from student to qualified professional working within the community.

Modules
Year 1
Professional Development
Clinical Orientation
Biomedical Sciences
Dentistry in Society
Oral Health Promotion and Education
Dental Hygiene Clinical Practice
Introduction to Adult Restorative Dentistry

Year 2
Adult Restorative Dentistry Theory and Clinical Practice
Periodontal Diseases Theory and Clinical Practice
Applied Pharmacology
Pain and Anxiety Control
General Pathology, Dental Radiography
Paediatric Dentistry

Year 3
Oral Medicine
Research Project
Integrated Clinical Practice
This is the module list for 2012, but the programme continues to evolve and you should check the website regularly for any changes for next year.

Fees and funding
There are no academic fees payable by the student.
Learn more about fees and funding (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/feesandfinance/loans.aspx)
Learn more about our scholarships and awards (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/feesandfinance/funding/index.aspx)

Entry requirements
Number of A levels required: 3
Typical offer: ABB
Required subjects and grades: Biology at A level (grade B or above); GCSEs should include Chemistry and Biology or higher tier dual award Science, English and a
minimum of three other subjects at Grade C or above
General Studies: not accepted
Other qualifications are considered – learn more about entry requirements (http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/requirements/requirements-ug/index.aspx)
Additional information:

Interviewees would be expected to be familiar with the role of the Dental Hygienist and Dental Therapist within the dental team in the United Kingdom
Satisfactory references, interview, health screening and criminal records searches are all part of the selection process. If the application is successful you will be
asked to provide satisfactory evidence of non infectivity and immunisation against Hepatitis B.
The School of Dental Hygiene & Therapy is committed to the promotion of equal opportunities for all, and welcomes applicants from all cultural and ethnic
backgrounds Individuals are selected on the basis of their relevant merits and abilities.
Birmingham School of Dental Hygiene & Therapy currently has no facility to offer places to overseas students from non-EU countries or students with overseas
qualifications seeking shortened courses
Selected applicants will be invited for interview.
A satisfactory health declaration, including evidence of appropriate immunisation, is required from accepted candidates before registration for the programme. Part
of this documentation is to produce evidence of having satisfactorily completed a full course of immunisation against Hepatitis B (and to be non-infectious for
Hepatitis B and C) before commencing clinical training. The immunisation process can take up to nine months and applicants are therefore advised to consult their
GP at the earliest opportunity. We will retest students on entry in order to obtain a validated blood sample which will be checked for Hepatitis B and C. Students
who are found to be infectious will be withdrawn from the course.
Students will be required to complete a successful Disclosure and Barring Service (DBS) check before admission to the programme.
All students will be required to sign the subject-specific Fitness to Practise Code of Conduct on entry, details of which will be forwarded with an offer letter.
Candidates are expected to show a range of skills including dexterity, communication and teamwork. Some work experience in dentistry, particularly shadowing a
dental hygienist or dental therapist, is required before completing the UCAS form.

Selection of students
The admissions panel looks for a commitment to working with people to improve their oral health and general well being. Communication and teamworking skills are
therefore very important, as is the ability to undertake intricate practical tasks.
Candidates should demonstrate work experience in dentistry in the UK and evidence of good dexterity (for example, through playing a musical instrument, modelmaking, DIY work or art). All applicants who have been offered a place at Birmingham will be offered the opportunity to attend the department for a day of familiarisation
with the programme.

International students:
Please note: This course is open to home/EU students only.
Applicants whose first language is not English must demonstrate competence in English by passing IELTS with a score of 7.0 or higher.
International Baccalaureate Diploma: 34 points including Biology and preferably Chemistry
Depending on your chosen course of study, you may also be interested in the Birmingham Foundation Academy, a specially structured programme for international
students whose qualifications are not accepted for direct entry to UK universities. Further details can be found on the foundation academy web pages
(http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/foundation-academy/Pathways/index.aspx) .

How to apply
Apply through UCAS at www.ucas.com (http://www.ucas.com/)
Learn more about applying (http://http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/students/ug/courses/apply)

Related links
Dental Hygiene and Therapy Programme Brochure (/Documents/college-mds/course-flyers/dental-hygiene-therapy.pdf)

Related news and events
Fruit and vegetable compound offers hope against gum disease (/news/latest/2011/10/18-Oct-Fruit-and-vegetable-compound-offers-hope-against-gumdisease.aspx)

Fruit and vegetable compound offers hope in fight against gum disease (/research/our/news/items/fruit-gum.aspx)
Work to start on £50m Birmingham Dental Hospital & School of Dentistry (/news/latest/2013/08/-Work-to-start-on-50m-Birmingham-Dental-Hospital--School-ofDentistry.aspx)

Learning and teaching
As a Birmingham student you are part of an academic elite and will learn from world-leading experts. At Birmingham we advocate an enquiry based learning approach,
from the outset you will be encouraged to become an independent and self-motivated learner, qualities that are highly sought after by employers. We want you to be
challenged and will encourage you to think for yourself.
Your learning will take place in a range of different settings, from scheduled teaching in lectures and small group tutorials, to self-study and peer group learning (for
example preparing and delivering presentations with your classmates).
To begin with you may find this way of working challenging, but rest assured that we’ll enable you to make this transition. You will have access to a comprehensive
support system that will assist and encourage you, including personal tutors and welfare tutors who can help with both academic and welfare issues, and a formal
transition review (https://intranet.birmingham.ac.uk/student/transitionreview/index.aspx) during your first year to check on your progress and offer you help for any
particular areas where you need support.
Our Academic Skills Centre also offers you support with your learning. The centre is a place where you can develop your mathematical, academic writing and general
academic skills. It is the centre’s aim to help you to become a more effective and independent learner through the use of a range of high-quality and appropriate learning
support services. These range from drop-in sessions with support with mathematics and statistics based problems provided by experienced mathematicians, to
workshops on a range of topics including note talking, reading, writing and presentation skills.
From the beginning of the course teaching is fully integrated, combining basic clinical science topics with clinical and patient management skills. The course is delivered
in 16 modules. Competence in each must be demonstrated for progression.

Our facilities
The College of Medical and Dental Sciences houses state-of-the art facilities to support a range of teaching, learning and research activity.
Our facilities ensure that students receive the best possible learning experience by working in a modern environment. Among our most recent developments include a
refurbishment of the Medical School foyer, Barnes library and Wolfson Centre for Medical Education.
Explore our facilities and take a tour by moving around our 360-degree panoramas:
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Assessment methods
Studying at degree-level is likely to be very different from your previous experience of learning and teaching. You will be expected to think, discuss and engage critically
with the subject and find things out for yourself. We will enable you to make this transition (https://intranet.birmingham.ac.uk/student/transitionreview/index.aspx) to a
new style of learning, and the way that you are assessed during your studies will help you develop the essential skills you need to make a success of your time at
Birmingham.
You’ll be assessed in a variety of ways, and these may be different with each module that you take. You will be assessed through coursework which may take the form
of essays, group and individual presentations, laboratory-based work (depending on your chosen degree) and formal exams.
During your first year you will undergo a formal ‘transition’ review (https://intranet.birmingham.ac.uk/student/transitionreview/index.aspx) to see how you are getting on
and if there are particular areas where you need support. This is in addition to the personal tutor who is based in your school or department and can help with any
academic issues you encounter.
At the beginning of each module, you’ll be given information on how and when you’ll be assessed for that particular programme of study. You’ll receive feedback on each
assessment within four weeks, so that you can learn from and build on what you have done. You’ll be given feedback on any exams that you take; if you should fail an
exam we will ensure that particularly detailed feedback is made available to enable you to learn for the future.

Employability
Preparation for your career should be one of the first things you think about as you start university. Whether you have a clear idea of where your future aspirations lie or
want to consider the broad range of opportunities available once you have a Birmingham degree, our Careers Network (/undergraduate/careers/careers-network.aspx)
can help you achieve your goal.
Our Dental and Hygiene Therapy graduates work in general dental practice, salaried dental practice and in hospitals, where they form a vital part of the dental team
working under the prescription of a dentist providing primary dental care and advice. There are good opportunities for full-time, part-time and flexible working hours.
Your Birmingham degree is evidence of your ability to succeed in a demanding academic environment. Employers target Birmingham students for their drive, diversity,
communication and problem-solving skills, their team-working abilities and cultural awareness, and our graduate employment statistics have continued to climb at a rate
well above national trends. If you make the most of the wide range of services you will be able to develop your career from the moment you arrive.
Our unique careers guidance service is tailored to your academic subject area, offering a specialised team (in each of the five academic colleges) who can give you
expert advice. Our team source exclusive work experience opportunities (/undergraduate/careers/work-experience.aspx) to help you stand out amongst the
competition, with mentoring (/generic/internships/mentoring/index.aspx) , global internships (/generic/internships/index.aspx) and placements available to you. Once
you have a career in your sights, one-to-one support with CV’s and job applications will help give you the edge. In addition, our employer-endorsed award-winning
Personal Skills Award (PSA) (/undergraduate/careers/psa.aspx) recognises your extra-curricular activities, and provides an accredited employability programme
designed to improve your career prospects.
We also offer voluntary work which complements your studies by helping you gain practical experiences in occupational settings while contributing back to society. This
can bring new skills that will be useful throughout your future and can make a positive impact on your learning whilst at university. Volunteering enables you to develop
skills such as communication, interpersonal skills, teamwork, self-confidence and self-discipline all of which can be transferred into your studies.
Find out more about Careers Network (http://www.as.bham.ac.uk/careers) .

Professional accreditation
Qualified students are able to apply to register immediately with the General Dental Council.
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