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Welcome to
the CMR1900
Newsletter
Welcome to issue 1 of the
CMR1900 newsletter.
This
newsletter aims to keep you up
to date on events relating to the
CMR1900 and associated or
similar projects and events.
One main event this summer
was the publication of CMR600
volume 5, the final volume in
the CMR600 project. At present
we are focusing on compiling
volume 6, covering the 16th
c e n t u r y, w h i c h w i l l b e
published in mid 2014.
We would like this newsletter to
be as comprehensive as
possible, and to include any
events, books or other issues
that you feel are relevant to the
CMR1900 project and ChristianMuslim relations in general. We
would welcome your input
here: please send any news you
would like included to
e.g.loghin@bham.ac.uk.

OUT NOW

Aya Sophia, Istanbul:
former church, former
mosque, current museum:
a reminder of the
interplay between world
events and faith.

News
CMR1900 conference, 9-11
September 2013
The CMR1900 conference, held at
Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre, brought
together 23 people involved in the project,
including team and section editors, a
representative from Brill, the Birmingham
team, and our copy editor. The main focus of
the meeting was to familiarize editors in the
use of Brill’s Content Management System
and finalize entries for volume 6.

David Thomas interview on
BBC4
On 14 October 2013, David Thomas was
interviewed by BBC4’s Philippa Thomas on
the topic of the ban by a Malaysian court on
the use of the word Allah to refer to God by
non-Muslims.

Mingana conference
The Seventh Mingana Symposium was held

at Woodbrooke Quaker Study Centre 17-20
September 2013, to discuss issues relating to
the theme of “The Qur ’an and Arab
Christianity.” For more information about the
Mingana collection, go to http://
vmr.bham.ac.uk/Collections/Mingana/.
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Recent and forthcoming publications by project
members

From the world
of art

John A.
Chesworth and
Franz Kogelmann
(eds) Brill 2013

David Cheetham,
Douglas Pratt and
David Thomas (eds)
OUP 2013

John Azumah and
Lamin Sanneh
(eds) Langham
Partnership
International 2013

Who’s who in CMR1900: The Birmingham Team

Gentile
Bellini,
“Madonna and Child
Enthroned”, late 15th
century. The throne is
placed upon a carpet
from Anatolia, which
strongly resembles a
Muslim prayer mat.

!

!

Project Director: Professor David Thomas (Nadir Dinshaw Professor of
Interreligious Relations at the University of Birmingham). Professor
Thomas’s interest in Islam was first kindled when he was working in
northern Sudan. After an MA in theology from the University of
Cambridge and a PhD in Islamic Studies and Culture at Lancaster
University, he worked on relations between the churches and Muslim
communities in the UK, before being appointed Lecturer at the
University of Birmingham in 1993. Professor Thomas is Islam editor of
The Encyclopaedia of the Bible and its Reception (De Gruyter, Berlin), and
senior editor of the journal Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations.

Research Officer: Dr John Chesworth. Dr Chesworth has a
particular expertise and has published extensively on topics relating
to Islam and Christian-Muslim relations in Africa. He gained deep
knowledge of this field from lecturing in Islam, Islamic theology, and
Christian-Muslim relations in Tanzania and Kenya. He is Honorary
Research Fellow at St. Stephen’s House, Oxford, and joint editor of
the online publication series Muslim-Christian Relations in Africa and
Muslims and Islam in Africa.
B e l l i n i ’s p o r t r a i t o f
Mehmet II, ca. 1480.
This style of European
portrait had an
influence on some
Tu r k i s h m i n i a t u r e
painting.

!
!

Project Secretary: Dr Emma Gaze Loghin. Dr Loghin deepened her
knowledge of Islam during a BA in Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies
and a DPhil in Modern Arabic Literature. After a one-year lectureship at
CMEIS, University of Durham, she worked for several years on the
publication team at Airbus in Toulouse, France, and then as a freelance
book editor and translator, combined with teaching German on the
Open Access course at the University of Birmingham. Dr Loghin is
editorial assistant for the journal Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations.
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Christian-Muslim Relations.

Who’s who in CMR1900: The Team Leaders

A Bibliographical
History 1500-1900
A UK AHRC-funded four-year
research project commencing
October 2012
Christian-Muslim relations
1500-1900 (CMR1900) traces the
h i s t o r y o f re l a t i o n s b e t w e e n
followers of the world’s two most
populous religions in the early
modern and modern period. In a
series of entries, it gives
biographical details of the authors,
full descriptive accounts of the
contents of their works,
explanations of their significance,
and exhaustive lists of manuscripts,
editions, translations and studies.
CMR1900 further seeks to explore
the questions of what happened to
Christian-Muslim relations in the
period 1500-1900, and how
Christians and Muslims deployed
inherited depictions, and how far they
moved beyond them.
CMR1900 builds on the successful
AHRC-funded project ChristianMuslim

relations,

a

bibliographical history (CMR600),
published by E.J.Brill, Leiden in five
volumes.
If you have any questions about the
project, or would like to be
involved, contact John Chesworth
(j.a.chesworth@bham.ac.uk)
or Emma Loghin
(e.g.loghin@bham.ac.uk).

Team Leader Africa and the Americas: Dr John Azumah.
Dr Azumah is Associate Professor for World Christianity and
Islam at Columbia Theological Seminary, USA. Dr Azumah’s
research interests include World Christianity and Islam in the
Global South, Islam and Christian-Muslim Relations, Islamics,
Christian Theology of Religions, Missions and Missiology. Dr
Azumah is an ordained minister of the Presbyterian Church of
Ghana who comes from a Muslim background. He has been
involved in many interfaith initiatives, including serving as IDD for
Anglophone Africa, on the Interfaith Advisory Council of the WCC
the founding director of the Interfaith Research and Resource
Center of the Presbyterian Church of Ghana.
Team Leader East, South, South-East Asia & Oceania: Professor
Douglas Pratt. Professor Pratt is professor of Religious Studies in
the School of Social Sciences, University of Waikato, New Zealand,
and adjunct professor of Theology and Interreligious Studies at the
University of Bern, Switzerland. Professor Pratt holds doctorates in
theology from the University of St Andrews, Scotland, and the
Melbourne College of Divinity. He has specialist teaching and
research interests in Islam, Christianity, and contemporary issues of
religious extremism, fundamentalism, and diversity. Professor Pratt
is widely published in the areas of contemporary Christian-Muslim
relations and interreligious dialogue.
Team Leader Europe: Dr Stanislaw Grodz. Dr Grodz is reader in
the History and Ethnology of Religion at the Catholic University of
Lublin. He holds degrees from the University of Birmingham and
the Catholic University of Lublin. His research interests include the
history and contemporary situation of contacts between Christians
and Muslims, trends of African Christian theology and
interreligious dialogue, in particular among adherents of various
religions in West Africa, inspired and informed by several years
spent in Ghana.
Team Leader Middle East & North Africa: Dr Andrew J Newman.
Dr Newman is Reader in Islamic Studies and Persian, Islamic and
Middle Eastern Studies, University of Edinburgh. Dr Newman
researches and publishes on a broad range of topics, including
Twelver Shi'ism, the history of Islamic law, hadith studies, the
history of Islamic medicine and the evolution of the legal bases of
Islamic medical theory, the history of Iran and Persian language
and literature, and modern Arabic literature. Dr Newman is the
founder and moderator of the e-mail list ‘Shii News’ and is
Chercheur Associé (Associate Scholar) at the CNRS, UMR 7528
Mondes Iranien et Indien, Paris.

In the next issue: meet the AFAM and ASOC teams
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