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‘African Newspaper Cultures’:  

Cadbury Conference 17
th

 and 18
th

 May 2013 

 
Convened by Department of African Studies and Anthropology (DASA), 
incorporating the Centre of West African Studies (CWAS), University of Birmingham 
 
There is no charge for attending the conference, however places are limited and so to register please 
email David Kerr d.kerr@bham.ac.uk 

 
Programme 
 
DAY 1 – Friday 17th May 2013 
 
 
11.00-11.30 – Welcome to the conference 
 
 
11.30-1.00: Panel 1 
 
Chair: Derek Peterson 
  
Duncan Omanga: Media Ecology in an African Context: Newspapers, Orality and Political Culture in 
Eldoret, Kenya 
 
Modestus Fosu: The Press, Political Participation and Newspaper Readability: The Issue of  
Linguistic Exclusion and Inclusion in Ghana. 
 
Adebayo Mosobalaje: Orality, Politics and the Nigerian Free Readers’ Association. 
 
 
13.00-14.00 - Lunch 
 
 
14.00-15.30 Panel 2  
 
Chair: Audrey Gadzekpo 
 
Nozomi Sawada: Construction of History by Visualising Charismatic Figures: Memorialisation in Lagos 
Newspapers (1880-1920). 
 
Katharine Oke:  The Colonial Public Sphere in Nigeria, 1920-1943. 
 
Oluwatoyin Oduntan: Newspapers beyond the colony: Osumare Egba and social change in Abeokuta 
1935-1937. 
 
 
 
16.00-18.00 Panel 3 
 
Chair: Diana Jeater 
 
Harri Englund: Government-Sponsored Vernacular Press and Emergent Possibilities in Late-Colonial 
Zambia. 
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Bruce Mutsvairo: Demystifying Democracy in the Digital Age Determining the democratic potential of 
participatory journalism in Zimbabwe. 
 
Emma Hunter: Kiongozi and the Swahili public sphere in 1960s Tanzania. 
 
Rotimi Fasan: Audience, Address and Newspaper Culture in Nigeria- the Example of Alaroye. 
 
 
 
18.0-19.00 - Welcome reception 
 
 
19.30 – Conference Dinner 
 
 

DAY 2 – Saturday 18th May 2013 

 
 
9.30-11.00 Panel 4 
 
Chair: Carli Coetzee 
 
Olubukola Gbadegesin: Paper Trails of Traveling Plays: Tracking the Theatrical and Political Legacies of 
Yoruba Photoplays.  
 
Anastasia Lyakhovich: Nishadi, Marubuciya and Bidiyo as an example of Hausa magazine culture in 
Northern Nigeria. 
 
Uta Reuster-Jahn: Swahili tabloids as nodal points of popular print culture in Tanzania. 
 
 
 
11.00-11.30 Tea and Coffee 
 
 
 
11.30-13.00 Panel 5 
 
Chair: Stephanie Newell  
 
Rouven Kunstman:  ‘Cassandra what should I do?’ Early 1950s ‘Everyday History’ of Moral Advice in the 
Southern Nigerian Defender. 
 
Bodil  Frederiksen: Advertisements in Indian Newspapers in Colonial Kenya: the Colonial Times and the 
Daily Chronicle, 1946-51. 
 
Grace Musila: The Julie Ward Murder and the Kenyan Press. 
 
 
 
13.00-14.00 Lunch 
 
 
 
14.00-15.30 Panel 6 
 
Chair: Keith Breckenridge 
 
Ermelinda Liberato: Dialogues between Culture and Journalism in Angola in the passage of the 20th 
Century to the 21st Century: a Study of Three Angolan Newspapers 
 
Oluwole Coker: Media Syndication and Creative Space Appropriation in Contemporary African Literature 
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Paulo Fernandes: Colonial Mozambique’s English Language Press: transnational newspapers, 
cosmopolitanism or the defense of local interests (1894-1912)? 
 
 
 
15.30-16.00 Tea and Coffee 
 
 
 
16.00-17.30 Panel 7 
 
Chair: Michel Doortmont   
 
Leslie James: Forging a transnational media agora: black identity construction in West African and West 
Indian newspapers, 1935-50. 
 
Holly Ellis: The Dream That Never Was: The Associated Negro Press in West Africa. 
 

Rebecca Jones: Iriri Aye – ‘experiences of the world’ in Yoruba newspapers. 
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- Conference 
The conference will take place in the rooms of the Department of African Studies and 
Anthropology (incorporating the Centre of West African Studies) in the Arts Building (2nd 
floor) on the Edgbaston Campus of the University of Birmingham. R16 on the map linked 
below. 
http://www.about.bham.ac.uk/maps/pdfs/edgbaston-map-09.pdf 
 
- Food:  
Lunch between 1-2pm will be provided on Friday and Saturday as well and a dinner on 
Friday.  
Dinner is reserved at Syrianna, 1 Constitution Hill Birmingham. 
 
Taxis  
 
Falcon Cars 
0121 603 6666 
 
TOA 
0121 427 8888 
 
Castle Cars 
0121 472 2222 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Arriving at the University of Birmingham 

(http://www.about.bham.ac.uk/maps/edgbaston.shtml) 
By car 

Approaching from the north west or south east along the M6: 

Leave at Junction 6 (signposted Birmingham Central) to join the A38(M).  At the end of the 
motorway, keep to the right, go over a flyover, then through some underpasses to join the 
A38 Bristol Road. The University is on your right, two and a half miles from the city centre  

http://www.about.bham.ac.uk/maps/pdfs/edgbaston-map-09.pdf
https://owa.bham.ac.uk/owa/redir.aspx?C=01eec1c025ac4dc0b4c4661394d4a27b&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.about.bham.ac.uk%2fmaps%2fedgbaston.shtml
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Approaching from the M42 north: 

Leave at Junction 8 to join the M6 northbound and follow the instructions above  

Approaching from the south west: 

Leave the M5 at Junction 4 signposted Birmingham SW) to join the A38. The University is 
approximately eight miles from the motorway  

Approaching from the M40: 

It is easier to turn south on the M42 and leave at Junction 1, heading north on the A38 
Bristol Road. The University is approximately eight miles from the motorway  

 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

 

 

 

By rail 

Most cross-country services to Birmingham arrive at New Street Station. Up to six trains an 
hour depart for the University on the cross-city line (ten minutes to University station, final 
destination Longbridge or Redditch). The centre of the main campus is a five-minute walk 
from University Station. 

By coach 

There are frequent express coach services to Birmingham from London, Heathrow and 
Gatwick Airports, and many UK cities. The long-distance coach station is in Digbeth in the 
city centre. 
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By bus 

Numbers 61, 62 and 63 travel to the University’s Edgbaston and Selly Oak campuses, while 
the 21 and 44 serve the Medical School and Queen Elizabeth Hospital. The services all run 
frequently from the city centre. There is a travel information office outside New Street 
Station, where you can obtain bus timetables and departure point information. Maps can be 
found throughout the city centre indicating bus stop locations. 

By taxi 

There are taxi ranks at New Street Station and throughout the city centre. The journey to 
the University takes about ten minutes. 

By air 

Birmingham International Airport has direct flights from locations in the UK, as well as from 
the USA, Canada, Europe and the Middle East. 
 
The journey by taxi from the airport to the University takes approximately half an hour. 
Alternatively, Air-Rail Link provides a free, fast connection between the airport terminals 
and Birmingham International railway station. Air-Rail Link operates every two minutes 
(journey time 90 seconds). Birmingham International railway station has frequent services 
to New Street Station in the city centre (journey time around 15 minutes). Up to six trains an 
hour depart for the University (train station on campus) on the cross-city line (ten minutes 
to University station, final destination Longbridge or Redditch). The centre of the main 
campus is a five-minute walk from University Station. 
 
If you are arriving at London, there is a frequent train service from London Euston railway 
station to New Street Station (journey time around 1 hour 30 minutes). 

From Heathrow Airport. Take the Heathrow Express train to Paddington Station and 
then the Underground or a taxi to Euston Station. Alternatively, an Airbus runs from 
Heathrow Airport direct to Euston Station  

From Gatwick Airport. Take the Airport Express train to Victoria Station and then the 
Underground or a taxi to Euston Station  

Visitor car parking 

Visitors to campus are requested to park in any of the 4 pay & display car parks, those are: 

South Car Park (access via Edgbaston Park Road)  

North Car Park (access via Pritchatts Rd)  

Vincent Drive Car Park (access via Vincent Drive)  

Pritchatts Rd Car Park (at the junction with Vincent Drive)  

http://www.bhx.co.uk/
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All of the above are peripheral car parks and can be accessed without entering the main 
campus. The current cost is £1.00 per day. Visitors who require access to the main campus 
should contact the department they are visiting to request a permit which should be hung 
from the rear view mirror of their vehicle. 
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Abstracts: 

 
Panel 1 
  
 
Duncan Omanga: Media Ecology in an African Context: Newspapers, Orality and Political Culture in Kenya 
 
This paper probes how media ecology might help us understand the nexus between the newspaper and 
orality in urban spaces. Thoughts on media as environments that classify, enlarge, reduce or colour our 
perceptions are not new (Postman, 1985). Postman was the first to explicitly call for an effort to study 
media as environments, arguing that environments structure what we can see, say and do. They also 
assign roles and pressure us to play them (Scolari, 2012).Using these ideas this paper attempts to shed 
more light on the relationship between newspaper consumption in the Kenyan town of Eldoret, orality and 
the constitution of publics. Specifically focusing on the Kamukunji, a kind of street parliament that convenes 
daily around a newspaper selling spot in the city of Eldoret, the paper reveals how the newspaper as a 
medium structures the environment of the Kamukunji.  
 
 
Modestus Fosu: The Press, Political Participation and Newspaper Readability: The Issue of  
Linguistic Exclusion and Inclusion in Ghana 
 
This paper presents a largely ignored perspective of the language of the press in journalism and media 
studies: whether audiences really understand what they read or listen to in the press. In Ghana and most 
other emerging democracies in Africa, the press continues to be regarded as a relevant institution that has 
a crucial role to play in the quest for democratic consolidation as enshrined in the dominant paradigm of 
normative theory of the press (McQuail 2005). The press is expected to provide information to society for 
informed decisions and participation in the socio-political ‘public sphere’ (Habermas 1962/89), a platform, 
the same press is expected to engender. This paper investigates the issue of linguistic accessibility as it 
relates to exclusion or inclusion of audiences in the messages of prominent newspapers (almost all of 
which are in English) in Ghana. Knowledge of the extent to which newspapers in Ghana are readable and 
understandable to their readers, I argue, is relevant in authenticating the effectiveness of the press in 
reaching its target and impacting on society. Therefore, as an ongoing research project at the University of 
Leeds and using a mixed method research approach, this paper would argue that newspapers in Ghana 
use complex language in presenting their messages. This has the potential of making news texts relatively 
difficult for many of the newspapers’ readers and thereby excluding them directly from the socio-political 
discourse initiated by the newspapers. Hence, the paper argues further for the press to use language that 
includes a broader readership than has been the case hitherto. 
 
 
Adebayo Mosobalaje: Orality, Politics and the Nigerian Free Readers’ Association 
 
Free Readers’ Association is an unregistered and unorganized association which comprises several groups 
of Nigerian youths who gather daily around the newsstands spread across the country in order to read 
newspapers for free or for a token and engage, more important, in endless debate and chatter on the news 
items of the day. The objectives of joint reading by these desultory groups of youths vary from search for 
jobs to analysis of the politics of the day along with current affairs and discussion of sport, especially the 
various premier leagues. However, there is yet to be a full-length scholarly publication on Free Readers’ 
youths in the country. This lack of attention may have been because the sub-cultural group was not 
considered worthy of analytical documentation. The study therefore aims to examine the agency of the 
Nigerian newspapers in the creation of a new public as an indigenous critical sector and social movement 
with a view to studying the dialectical agency of the new public in the recreation of the Nigerian Press and 
the Nigerian political power space. More important, it also studies the new public as new men and free 
reading as performance of alternative masculinity in contemporary Nigerian democratic dispensation. The 
theoretical approach for the study will be eclectic, a combination of agency, masculinity and reader-oriented 
theories. The theories are appropriate because they can elicit useful information on the reading strategies 
and political capacities of Nigerian Free Readers.   
 
 
Panel 2 (a) 
 
 
Nozomi Sawada: Construction of History by Visualising Charismatic Figures: Memorialisation in Lagos 
Newspapers (1880-1920) 
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The period between 1880 and 1920 was the initial stage of the history of the African press in Nigeria. It 
began with the launch of the first newspaper published by Africans in Lagos, and ended just before the 
expansion of readership resulting from the establishment of several Yoruba-English language newspapers 
in the 1920s. This was a time when all English language newspapers produced by Africans, except for the 
Aurora in Calabar, were published in Lagos, the centre of the literate community. By the 1880s, the idea of 
commemoration seems to have been widely accepted among the educated elite of Lagos. Newspapers 
recorded various campaigns to raise funds for the memorialisation of “worthy” people in society. This paper 
explores newspaper descriptions of memorial associations, which were organised for the purpose of 
perpetuating the memory of great men and women, such as N. T. King, John Hawley Glover, Anna Sophia 
Sapara Williams and James Johnson, through visualisation of these charismatic figures in the form of 
portraits and tablets. It also considers increasing popularity of memorial poems as a vehicle for expression 
of less-prominent individuals from the early twentieth century. Memorialisation—the act of recording their 
“own history”—was described in the Lagos press as the essence for society to progress, which the Lagos 
educated elite was aiming to achieve. This paper argues that Lagos newspapers could be identified as not 
only a medium of social memory but also as memorial objects, which were essential for formulating ideas 
of the future. 
 
 
Katharine Oke:  The Colonial Public Sphere in Nigeria, 1920-1943 
 
This study examines colonial and local debates about the purpose, substance, and form of a discursive 
arena shaped by Nigerian English-language newspapers. In particular, it investigates discussions about the 
public sphere’s capacity to convey “public choice”, that is, to communicate decisions and needs to the 
state. 
 
Whereas Nigerians regarded the newspapers and the criticisms they expressed as indispensable 
institutions for ensuring ‘good government’, the colonial state considered these utterances to be negligible 
and denied Nigerians the opportunity to determine the agenda for political discussion. In fact, the 
government sought to utilize the colonial public sphere, of which newspapers were a part, for the formation 
and dissemination of “sound public opinion”, that is to say, their idea of proper colonial conduct. Through 
newspapers, Nigerians contested the government’s self-declared expertise on the needs and aspirations of 
the governed. Therefore, they looked upon newspapers as a means to achieve a consensus of opinion 
which would promise an effective contestation of colonial power. Moreover, newspapers represented a site 
of negotiation as they featured various opinions which could constitute public choice. Several publics used 
this site to debate over their claims to legitimate representation with reference to mass support, popularity, 
and class status. 
 
By examining the ways and the framework in which Nigerians employed newspapers in their contestation 
of colonial power, the study seeks to provide a better understanding of the importance of public media, and 
to demonstrate approaches for the investigation of processes of forming cohesion, solidarity and a sense of 
belonging. 
 
 
Oluwatoyin Oduntan: Newspapers beyond the colony: Osumare Egba and social change in Abeokuta 
1935-1937. 
 
Newspapers have been treated in conventional historiography as symbols and means of African 
modernization and nationalism. As such, the focus has been on the leading metropolitan newspapers, 
especially those associated with colonial issues; and a comparative neglect of provincial newspapers. 
Provincial newspapers reflect a more complicated view of life and society in many African societies outside 
of colonial capitals. Here, colonial issues are of more secondary concern than local matters of politics, 
economy and social relations. They offer a better explanation of how modern African societies were 
constituted in the array of diverse local, colonial and global forces. This study uses the Osumare Egba 
(1936-1937) to argue for a better scope of understanding the colonial experience than the dominance of 
historical themes like nationalism, European modernity etc. and to uncover the many contested visions of 
life and society in Africa. 
 
 
Panel 3 
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Harri Englund: Government-Sponsored Vernacular Press and Emergent Possibilities in Late-Colonial 
Zambia 
 
Government-sponsored newspapers in Africa, particularly those published in African languages, are a 
severely under-studied field. Their complicity in maintaining the status quo has discouraged close 
investigation of the ways in which they have summoned their publics. This paper examines the variety of 
objectives expressed by Europeans (administrators, missionaries, mine officials) when they started to 
contemplate a government newspaper for Africans in the 1930s Zambia. Mutende, the newspaper that 
emerged from their deliberations, came to be replaced by provincial newspapers in the 1950s. The paper 
focuses on Nkhani za kum’mawa, a Chinyanja-language newspaper published under African editorship in 
Eastern Province between 1958 and 1965. Its modes of addressing African publics were neither nationalist 
nor colonial in any straightforward sense. The editors and readers of Nkhani za kum’mawa deliberated on 
what it meant to be from the province in an era of widespread migration, how African advancement and the 
dependence on Europeans were to be envisaged, and how the relationships between women and men 
were to be reconfigured. In order to have divergent views on a world in flux, they had to keep something 
constant. The order of governance itself was beyond dispute, but apart from government statements with 
an obvious propaganda purpose, permanence did not preclude emergent possibilities. The newspaper’s 
columns and letters from its readers reveal the kinds of claim-making that mainstream nationalist 
historiography has rendered invisible in the historical record. 
 
 
Bruce Mutsvairo: Demystifying Democracy in the Digital Age Determining the democratic potential of 
participatory journalism in Zimbabwe 
 
It has been repeatedly claimed that freedom of expression is the lifeblood of democracy (See Fog, 2004; 
Wahl-Jorgenson & Hanitzsch, 2009; Bhattacharyya & Hodler, 2012 ). We are made to believe that media 
and democracy are inseparable, which perhaps explains why the two words are often used 
interchangeably.  Contemporary media research has  moved to focus more on the democratic potentiality 
of participatory journalism (Carlson, 2007; Deuze et. al., 2007; De Zuniga, 2009; Kaufhold et. al., 2010)  
The emergence of new media platforms is thus expectedly rejuvenating long-standing debate on the role of 
media in democracy.  Better still, empirical research has credited participatory journalism for example with 
helping free up the democratic space in several countries including China (Reeze & Dai, 2009), the U.S. 
(Young, 2008) and Burma (Pidduck, 2010). Only a handful of studies have however documented the 
democratic potentiality of content wholly-produced and shared among untrained media professionals on the 
African continent.  This study uses Zimbabwe as a case study to investigate the democratic significance of 
participatory journalism. Traditionally, Zimbabwe has dominated headlines in the West for several reasons 
including the perceived repression on the part of the government towards free press. Journalists seen as 
critical to President Robert Mugabe’s government have allegedly been arrested while independent 
newspapers are said to have been closed down. But for some, the Internet has changed the rules of the 
game forcing previously authoritarian governments, including Zimbabwe’s, to open up. Critiquing Rheingold 
(1993)’s utopian view that the Internet has democratising potential, this study argues based on a three-
month ethnographical assessment of citizen comments appearing in the country’s two major publications 
(NewZimbabwean.com and The Zimbabwean.co.uk) that the major democratic contribution of citizen 
journalism is rather its ability to enable Zimbabweans to tell stories from their own perspectives, a chance 
never accorded to them by both the state and Western media in general. 
 
 
Emma Hunter: Kiongozi and the Swahili public sphere in 1960s Tanzania 
 
This paper takes 1964 as a snapshot from which to explore the Catholic newspaper Kiongozi and its 
evolving role in late colonial and post-colonial Tanzania. Founded in 1950, Kiongozi was published in 
Tabora and quickly came to constitute a meeting place in which Catholics from across Tanzania could ask 
questions of both a religious and secular nature, publicise and recruit members to new Catholic 
associations and publish letters reflecting on social, political and moral concerns. The editorial line in the 
1950s moved relatively early towards a position of supporting the nationalist party TANU. After 
independence Kiongozi remained a critical friend of TANU in an era when open political dissent was 
increasingly difficult, a stance that brought it into open conflict with the nationalist party newspaper Uhuru. 
The type of public which Kiongozi created had many similarities with older publics convened by mission 
periodicals, yet this paper will show that it was also an increasingly political public, as older arguments over 
morality and the state of society increasingly jostled for attention with sharply critical letters calling attention 
to the practices of TANU officials at the local level. 
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Rotimi Fasan: Audience, Address and Newspaper Culture in Nigeria- the Example of Alaroye 
 
Iwe Irohin, established in 1859, by Henry Townsend was part of the ideological superstructure of British 
imperialism. The adoption of Yoruba as the linguistic code for this newspaper was inevitable if the goal of 
transmission of the religious and political messages of the founders of the news organ was to be achieved, 
as the decision/choice of which language to use by the mass media is often the outcome of the interplay of 
political and economic forces within a given historical milieu (Oso 2006). In the conflictual configurations of 
Nigerian colonial and postcolonial administrations, the template provided by the founders of Iwe Irohin 
would stoke the flame of ethnic consciousness with its corollary of ‘ethnic’ or identity politics. Identity 
politics is therefore at the heart of newspaper culture in Nigeria: it speaks to the way and manner of genre 
formation in news media and the way news media convene their audience. Apart from the profit motive, 
Nigerian newspapers are set up as part of the apparatus for the capture of state power; to champion and 
defend ethnic interests in an increasingly ethnically-polarised polity. Alaroye is today the best known 
Yoruba-language newspaper in Nigeria and certainly one of the most successful indigenous-languages 
newspapers of all time. Approached from the conceptual frame of generative materialism (Barber 2000), 
this paper traces the emergence of Alaroye and its genre-blurring innovations within the wider context of 
Nigerian, especially Yoruba-language newspapering culture. 
 
 
Panel 4 
 
 
Olubukola Gbadegesin: Paper Trails of Traveling Plays: Tracking the Theatrical and Political Legacies of 
Yoruba Photoplays  
 
Recent scholarship has established that South African “look-reads” (photonovels or photocomics)—born 
out of the unlikely marriage between the graphic innovations of Italian fotoromanzi novels and the cliché 
hyper-heroic content of American Westerns, crime-buster, and mystery genres—were instrumental to the 
dispersal of the photo-novel format across the continent from Kenya to Nigeria where it was 
“vernacularized”. This paper examines one such instance when “look-reads” spawned a “vernacularized” 
heir that not only carried the legacy of its precursor but also innovated an ambitious break by incorporating 
local theatrical practices into the content of the texts. This paper contends that the photoplay format 
represented a unique blend of pan-ethnic propagative theatrical forms, an experimental mode of visual 
modernity, and local political inflections, that was arguably more than a just derivative of South African 
“look-reads” but rather, comprised a phenomenon onto itself. 
 
 
Anastasia Lyakhovich: Nishadi, Marubuciya and Bidiyo as an example of Hausa magazine culture in 
Northern Nigeria. 
 
Northern Nigeria generates wide range of Hausa language newspapers and magazines. As long as Hausa 
is widely used here as lingua franca these forms of print reach different ethnic audience. Hausa magazines 
reflect social and political life of the region and the country in general. However their strong cultural impact 
in form of religious discussions which often aim at preservation of traditional Moslem values seems to be 
even more significant.  
 
This paper offers a comparative analysis of three Hausa language magazines in the matter of form, 
contents and social impact. Hausa magazines are distinguished as an authentic, experimental in its 
substance, form of mass culture and communication which combines such features as entertainment, news 
and politics, enlightenment, religious discourse, health care etc. Another important question under 
consideration deals with the interaction between the magazines and other varieties of popular culture such 
as music, video films, popular literature and the internet. 
 
Uta Reuster-Jahn: Swahili tabloids as nodal points of popular print culture in Tanzania 
 
In Tanzania, private Swahili entertainment magazines only were registered in the late ujamaa (socialist) 
era. Under the label of entertainment, they were these print publications were also engaging in critical 
social commentary otherwise impossible because of the news monopoly of the state. Starting as simple 
booklets in A4 format in the late 1980s, over the years they have developed into the contemporary tabloid 
press; in particular since the political turn towards democracy and neoliberalism. Such tabloid papers are 
the only ones that address an urban “middle class and below” (as one publisher put it) Swahili speaking 
readership with whom they communicate and interact by letters, mobile phone and email. They concentrate 
on scandal, gossip and were instrumental in creating a star cult in Tanzania. Columns on health, sex and 
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relationship as well as various serial stories per issue are as much featured as cartoons and graphic 
stories.  
 
The paper based on ongoing field research outlines the history of the entertainment press in Tanzania as 
well as its recent condition. In particular, it will point out the relation between the popular press and other 
popular literary production in Tanzania. For example, most popular fiction books have previously been 
serialized in tabloid magazines and papers. Likewise, advice columns have been compiled to be published 
in the form of pamphlets. The writers, cartoonists and other staff of the popular Swahili press are usually 
part of larger networks, collaborating and cooperating in various ways in producing printed material but also 
video films. Thus, this press is containing and mediating a substantial area of popular culture in Tanzania. 
 
 
Panel 5 
 
 
Rouven Kunstman:  ‘Cassandra’ what should I do? Early 1950s ‘Everyday History’ of Moral Advice in the 
Southern Nigerian Defender 
 
Nigerian newspapers in the 1950s often contained the propagation of political opinions and nationalist 
rhetoric against colonial rule, yet they equally reveal a cultural ‘history of the everyday’. Newspaper 
columns were a participatory space for authors from different backgrounds and formed a microcosm of 
different social models. Hence, my paper focuses on the space beyond anti-colonial and nationalist politics. 
The Southern Nigerian Defender published a column called ‘Women’s Realm’, which discussed social and 
moral norms for women in urban societies. The conception of this column raises questions about audience, 
authorship and readership. Almost exclusively male voices contributed to the column on issues like dress, 
marriage, female smokers and prostitution, which was published under the pseudonym ‘Cassandra’. 
Unedited extracts of letters to ‘Cassandra’ were published, revealing the writers’ identities by their full 
name, location of residence or even battalion. The correspondents questioned the identity of ‘Cassandra’ 
and, as a consequence of criticism and debate, the pseudonym changed. 
 
Moreover, the letters expressed a dialogue between the columnist and the contributors, and also amongst 
the contributors. Since the ‘Women’s Realm’ was dominated by male voices expressing their opinions 
about women, it was a disguised space of male reader- and authorship; and thus a misnomer. Also female 
voices slowly began to contribute to the debates. Interactions between male and female voices were 
amplified in the newspapers and tell us stories about urban life in the 1950s and the struggle for identity 
within and outside of the newspaper. 
 
 
Bodil  Frederiksen: ’Advertisements in Indian Newspapers in Colonial Kenya: the Colonial Times and the 
Daily Chronicle, 1946-51’ 
 
If newspapers are studied as social and cultural history sources, providing insights into everyday domestic, 
commercial and political practices and the formation of new social identities, researchers should address 
what is usually seen as subordinate and ephemeral newspaper stuff, such as advertisements and 
announcements (of eg. political gatherings, film shows, lectures and festivals). Reportage, editorials, 
commentary, debate and background analysis are usually thought of as representing the essence of 
’newspaperness’. Examining the sponsored contents of papers in their interplay with the journalistic 
contents will add to our understanding of how newspapers convene audiences and their role in the making 
of the self. 
 
In pursuit of this argument, my paper will discuss ’ephemera’ in two colonial Indian newspapers, the 
Colonial Times and the Chronicle, in the period around 1950, particularly film advertisements and ads that 
address issues of domesticity: health, beauty, fashion and cleanliness. What are the imaginaries of 
individuals, family life and commuity that are conjured up and what are their connections with dominant 
journalistic themes (if any)? In the late 1940s, issues of citizenship, identity, anti-colonial resistence and 
racial prejudice were high on the Indian (and African) newpapers’ agendas, and the context of my 
discussion is the tension between Asian and African cultural and political spaces for manoeuvre and 
identity creation in colonial Kenya.   
 
 
Grace Musila: The Julie Ward Murder and the Kenyan Press 
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Apart from the well-documented role of print media in Kenyans’ struggles for multiparty democracy; one 
specific strand of Kenyan public life that has been variously mediated by newspapers and current affairs 
magazines is political/politicized assassinations.  This paper examines Kenyan newspaper debates on the 
1988 death of British tourist Julie Ann Ward in Kenya’s Maasai Mara Game Reserve.  
 
The case was widely covered in local newspapers and current affairs magazines, which variously captured 
both the official perspectives and ‘truths’ on the case, as they unfolded in the Nairobi courtrooms and the 
unofficial public versions of truths, forming an intriguing cocktail of rumours, eyewitness reports, informed 
guesses and anonymous tip-offs by alleged accomplices in the murder. Here, I am interested in tracing the 
patterns, perspectives and insights on Kenyan political imaginaries, offered by newspaper articles on the 
Julie Ward murder. I suggest that for Kenyan publics, the Julie Ward murder mystery animated particular 
fragments of social memories contained in Kenyan political imaginaries. I revisit Kenyan newspaper 
coverage of the Julie Ward case over the years (1988-2012), with a view to sketching out the shapes public 
discourse on the matter took; and understanding the ways in which through the platform of print media, the 
case was inscribed with a range of concerns that spoke to the political climate of the Moi regime in the late 
1980s and the 1990s. The study further suggests that the Ward murder and its coverage in Kenyan print 
media in a sense formed a prototype for state, public, and print media responses to the subsequent, 
equally publicized 1991 murder of Moi’s minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr. Robert Ouko.  
 
 
Panel 6 
 
 
Ermelinda Liberato: Dialogues between Culture and Journalism in Angola in the passage of the XX Century 
to the XXI Century: a Study of Three Angolan Newspapers 
 
For many years, newspapers and culture had a close relationship in Angola. During the second half of the 
XIX century and the first half of the XX century, they were used by the colonial power to disseminate their 
policy. But also were used as means of Angola cultural dissemination, such as the textes of many writters 
that became latter Angolan literature main references. After Independence, newspapers continue do 
disseminate the new goverment policy, and also the “culture of war”. After 1991, the multipartism has made 
possible the creation of the private press, in which one would expect a change in their writings, especially 
when it comes to cultural diffusion. 
 
We intend to make a comparative analysis between two private newspapers and the state newspaper, 
highlighting the cultural dissemination. The purpose is to identify the main diferences between the three of 
them in what concerns the culture dissemination, what kind of new publics they reach, what kind of 
language do they use and what new genres and styles of writing have been forged in these newspapers. 
 
 
Oluwole Coker: Media Syndication and Creative Space Appropriation in Contemporary African Literature 
 
Media syndication is a strategy of conscious positioning in brand advertising. It involves the insertion of 
feature stories, celebrity endorsement interactions/spotlights and news items in strategic media across all 
communication channels. Actually, it is an imperative in contemporary marketing communications 
campaign planning, given its complimentary effect on successful campaigns. This paper examines how this 
strategy has been deployed in the positioning of contemporary African literary practice. Specifically, the 
paper isolates third-generation Nigerian writers and interrogates how the agency of media syndication has 
contributed to the value and quality of leadership. Examples shall be drawn from critical interventions in 
Nigeria news media as Channels TV Arthouse and the print media corollaries. The paper argues that, 
contemporary literature in African and its writers have benefited immensely from media syndication, and 
hence continue to affirm the importance of promotion for the arts generally. 
 
 
Paulo Fernandes: Colonial Mozambique’s English Language Press: transnational newspapers, 
cosmopolitanism or the defense of local interests (1894-1912)? 
 
The construction process of a public sphere and the opening of a civic space for debate trough the 
circulation of newspapers became a visible reality in Portuguese East Africa only in the final decades of the 
nineteenth century. In Mozambique, all urban centers do not dismiss the publication of one or more titles 
simultaneously. This type of publication serves to express the views of regionalized elites, and in some 
cases, even to show resistance against colonial authorities. Some of these newspapers have been partially 
or fully edited in English at a time when the territory sparked increased attention from major European 
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imperial powers. British interests, who remained in the area of Lourenco Marques or in the territory of the 
Mozambique Company, proved strong enough to impose the appearance of titles in their own language 
and according to an English model. 
 
Through a comparative exercise this paper intends to go through the pages of these newspapers and show 
what kind of news fed them, which interests they represented and which audience they intended to reach. 
We will try to understand if this is a kind of transnational media or if these papers were the manifestation of 
a cosmopolitanism detected in some parts of the territory. These newspapers seek to reach a wider 
community, incorporating the large region of South Africa? This press was designed to serve the growing 
confluence of people who frequented the port of Lourenço Marques? Or, on the other hand, these 
newspapers were published in English as a strategy to better protect the economic and political interests of 
local communities? Finally, we hope to demonstrate how these newspapers have helped to produce 
political identities within the Portuguese colonial context. 
 
 
Panel 7 
 
 
Leslie James: ‘Forging a transnational media agora: black identity construction in West African and West 
Indian newspapers, 1935-50’ 
 
The growth of African newspapers in the first half of the twentieth century paralleled similar developments 
in the West Indies. Indeed, as this paper will show, these newspapers were often in dialogue. Newspaper 
print culture in Africa became therefore not only a means of producing local and/or national political 
identities, but also transnational identities that were articulated into the notion of a ‘black international.’ This 
paper explores how indigenous newspapers in West Africa and the Caribbean created a discursive space 
that channeled information and solidarity across the Atlantic in the decades before decolonization. 
In the flourishing of this transnational newspaper culture, the writing of Trinidadian George Padmore was 
key. His articles regularly appeared between the 1930s and the early 1950s in newspapers in several 
fledgling newspapers in British West African and Caribbean colonies. When labour leaders in Kenya and 
Sierra Leone were arrested and detained, Trinidadian workers reading Public Opinion or the Vanguard 
were informed. Gold Coast cocoa farmers reading the Ashanti Pioneer heard of Caribbean sugar price 
negotiations with the British Colonial Office, and as a general strike raged in Nigeria, readers of the West 
African Pilot learned of similar strikes in the Belgian Congo and in Southern Rhodesia. This paper will 
analyse some of the most important issues Padmore wrote about during this period that were crucial to 
constructing a transnational media agora among Africans and those of African descent. It will also situate 
Padmore’s rhetorical style within several journalistic traditions that Padmore would have been familiar with 
and which helped to foster these early African and Caribbean print networks. 
 
 
Holly Ellis: The Dream That Never Was: The Associated Negro Press in West Africa. 

 
My paper problematizes the relationship between African-American and West African press in the 1940s 
and 50s. The paper is primarily concerned with the proposed establishment of a branch of the Associated 
Negro Press (ANP) in West Africa. This campaign was spearheaded by Claude Barnett president of the 
ANP following a trip to the colonies of British West Africa. The proposal was met with extreme hostility with 
those in the Gold Coast being the most adverse. The exchanges between Barnett, the Colonial Office and 
local organisations in West Africa reveal a counter-narrative to that of anti-imperialist pan-African co-
operation between West African and African-American communities. These interactions instead expose a 
more complex relationship between British, West African, and African-American networks. Historicising this 
campaign by consulting print sources from the Gold Coast, the “Negro” press of the United States and 
organisational sources, reveals another layer to the current scholarship concerning Pan-African interaction. 
The hostility to the idea of an African-American press bureau in West Africa exposes how a West African 
elite envisioned their press. These newspapers were businesses first and foremost and were not prepared 
to compete in an already rapidly growing sector. By remembering this fact it is possible to reveal a debate 
that was both ideological and economic. 
 
Rebecca Jones: Iriri Aye – ‘experiences of the world’ in Yoruba newspapers 
 
In the late 1990s, the Yoruba-language newspaper I  kan published a regular column called ‘Iriri Aye’, 
meaning literally ‘experiences of the world’ or ‘experiences of life’. ‘Iriri Aye’ is a pseudo-travelogue  its 
premise is that the writer, broadcaster and journalist K lawole  lawuyi, ‘travels’ each week to a Nigerian 
town, and reports back on a human interest story. The columns, which are based on a famous radio series 
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by the same author, are accompanied by elaborate discussions of the lessons about life that we can draw 
from ‘experiencing the world’. This paper uses ‘Iriri Aye’ as a starting point to consider what it means for 
Yoruba newspaper readers to ‘experience the world’ through textual travel. I read ‘Iriri Aye’ in tandem with 
other semi-fictional writing about travelling into the world in Yoruba-language newspapers throughout the 
twentieth century, particularly travelogues by I.B. Thomas and E.A. Akintan in the early twentieth century 
Lagos newspapers, looking at readers’ comments on the series as well as the texts themselves. I ask what 
‘the world’ means in these texts, what these newspapers understand to be the relationship between the 
Yoruba-speaking region, their readerships and ‘the world’, and I consider notions of experience, education 
and enlightenment attached to knowing ‘the world’. 
 

 
 


