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'You are so kind, Lucretia,' returned Mrs Chick, a little softened, 'as to say so, and to think so, I  
believe. I hope neither of us may ever have any cause to lessen our opinion of the other, Lucretia.' 
 
'I am sure of it,' returned Miss Tox. 
 
Mrs Chick coughed as before, and drew lines on the carpet with the ivory end of her parasol. Miss 
Tox, who had experience of her fair friend, and knew that under thepressure of any slight fatigue or  
vexation she was prone to a discursive kind of irritability, availed herself of the pause, to change  
the subject. 
 
'Pardon me, my dear Louisa,' said Miss Tox, 'but have I caught sight of the manly form of Mr Chick in
 the carriage?'  
 

(Dombey and Son, Charles Dickens, Chapter 29) 
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The concordance  is the basic display format in corpus linguistics. It finds all occurrences of 
a particular word or phrase in a corpus and lists them vertically with the search term in the 
middle. 
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'And that,' said Mrs Gowan, shaking her despondent head, 'that's all. That,' repeated Mrs Gowan, 
furling her green fan for the moment, and tapping her chin with it (it was on the way to being a 
double chin; might be called a chin and a half at present), 'that's all! On the death of the old people, I 
suppose there will be more to come; but how it may be restricted or locked up, I don't know. And as 
to that, they may live for ever. My dear, they are just the kind of people to do it.'  

(Little Dorrit , Charles Dickens, Chapter 33) 
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'And she always has the use of this room for visitors,' said the person of the house, screwing up one of 
her little bony fists, like an opera-glass, and looking through it, with her eyes and her chin in that 
quaint accordance.' Always this room for visitors; haven't you, Lizzie dear?' 

(Our Mutual Friend, Charles Dickens, Chapter 18) 
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Keywords  are words that occur statistically significantly more frequently in a text (or a set of 
texts) compared to a reference corpus. 
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Clusters  are repeated sequences of words in a corpus. 
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He walked a little to and fro after saying this to himself with a shudder, and then looked at me, 
and brightened, and came and sat down again with his hands in his pockets. (Bleak House, 
Charles Dickens, Chapter 8). 

 
He was lounging with his back against the wall, and his hands in his pockets, and looked at Mr. 
Mell with his mouth shut up as if he were whistling, when Mr. Mell looked at him. (David 
Copperfield, Chapter 7) 

 
'Mrs. Sparsit, ma'am,' said Mr. Bounderby, putting his hands in his pockets, and assuring himself 
with his right hand that the cork of the little bottle was ready for use, 'I have no occasion to say to 
you, that you are not only a lady born and bred, but a devilish sensible woman.' (Hard Times, 
Chapter 16) 
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Jane and Elizabeth looked at each other, and the waiter was told he need not stay. Lydia laughed, and 
said: "Aye, that is just like your formality and discretion. You thought the waiter must not hear, as if 
he cared! I dare say he often hears worse things said than I am going to say. But he is an ugly fellow! 
I am glad he is gone. I never saw such a long chin in my life. Well, but now for my news; it is about 
dear Wickham; too good for the waiter, is it not? There is no danger of Wickham's marrying Mary 
King. There's for you! She is gone down to her uncle at Liverpool: gone to stay. Wickham is safe." 

(Pride and Prejudice, Jane Austen, Chapter 39) 
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Once upon a time--of all the good days in the year, on Christmas Eve--old Scrooge sat busy in his 
counting-house. It was cold, bleak, biting weather: foggy withal: and he could hear the people in the 
court outside, go wheezing up and down, beating their hands upon their breasts, and stamping their 
feet upon the pavement stones to warm them. The city clocks had only just gone three, but it was quite 
dark already-- it had not been light all day--and candles were flaring in the windows of the 
neighbouring offices, like ruddy smears upon the palpable brown air. The fog came pouring in at 
every chink and keyhole, and was so dense without, that although the court was of the narrowest, the 
houses opposite were mere phantoms. To see the dingy cloud come drooping down, obscuring 
everything, one might have thought that Nature lived hard by, and was brewing on a large scale. 

(A Christmas Carol, Charles Dickens, Chapter 1) 
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"No, no; it's not so bad as that, my boy. I've better eyes than most people, and then I had the privilege 
of knowing your excellent father rather well once upon a time. You haven't studied his little 
peculiarities closely enough; but you'll improve. By the way, where _is_ your excellent father all this 
time?" 

(Vice Versa, F. Anstey, Chapter 18) 
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Now, it is a fact, that there was nothing at all particular about the knocker on the door, except that it 
was very large. It is also a fact, that Scrooge had seen it, night and morning, during his whole 
residence in that place; also that Scrooge had as little of what is called fancy about him as any man in 
the city of London, even including--which is a bold word--the corporation, aldermen, and livery. Let it 
also be borne in mind that Scrooge had not bestowed one thought on Marley, since his last mention of 
his seven years' dead partner that afternoon. And then let any man explain to me, if he can, how it 
happened that Scrooge, having his key in the lock of the door, saw in the knocker, without its 
undergoing any intermediate process of change--not a knocker, but Marley's face. 
 
Marley's face. It was not in impenetrable shadow as the other objects in the yard were, but had a 
dismal light about it, like a bad lobster in a dark cellar. It was not angry or ferocious, but looked at 
Scrooge as Marley used to look: with ghostly spectacles turned up on its ghostly forehead. The hair 
was curiously stirred, as if by breath or hot air; and, though the eyes were wide open, they were 
perfectly motionless. That, and its livid colour, made it horrible; but its horror seemed to be in spite of 
the face and beyond its control, rather than a part of its own expression. 
 
As Scrooge looked fixedly at this phenomenon, it was a knocker again. 
 
To say that he was not startled, or that his blood was not conscious of a terrible sensation to which it 
had been a stranger from infancy, would be untrue. But he put his hand upon the key he had 
relinquished, turned it sturdily, walked in, and lighted his candle. 
 
He did pause, with a moment's irresolution, before he shut the door; and he did look cautiously behind 
it first, as if he half expected to be terrified with the sight of Marley's pigtail sticking out into the hall. 
But there was nothing on the back of the door, except the screws and nuts that held the knocker on, 
so he said "Pooh, pooh!" and closed it with a bang. 
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(A Christmas Carol, Charles Dickens, Chapter 1) 
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The hand in which he wrote the address was not a steady one, but write it he did, somehow, and went 
down-stairs to open the street door, ready for the coming of the poulterer's man. As he stood there, 
waiting his arrival, the knocker caught his eye. 
 
"I shall love it, as long as I live!" cried Scrooge, patting it with his hand. "I scarcely ever looked at it 
before. What an honest expression it has in its face! It's a wonderful knocker!--Here's the Turkey! 
Hallo! Whoop! How are you! Merry Christmas!"  
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The door of Scrooge's counting-house was open that he might keep his eye upon his clerk, who in a 
dismal little cell beyond, a sort of tank, was copying letters. Scrooge had a very small fire , but the 
clerk's fire was so very much smaller that it looked like one coal. But he couldn't replenish it, for 
Scrooge kept the coal-box in his own room; and so surely as the clerk came in with the shovel, the 
master predicted that it would be necessary for them to part. Wherefore the clerk put on his white 
comforter, and tried to warm himself at the candle; in which effort, not being a man of a strong 
imagination, he failed. 

(A Christmas Carol, Charles Dickens, Chapter 1) 
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One of the reasons why it is men and not women who take up the fireplace pose may have been the 
difference in clothing. Floorlength skirts can easily catch fire. Perhaps even more importantly, the 
pose also relates to gender roles. The fireplace is a prominent area of the room and standing in front of 
it puts men in a prominent and powerful position. Women, in contrast, were required by propriety to 
take a sitting position (cf. Korte 1997: 212). 

(Mahlberg 2013: 112) 
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"Has your governess left you?" 
"We never had any governess." 
"No governess! How was that possible? Five daughters brought up at home without a governess! I 
never heard of such a thing. Your mother must have been quite a slave to your education." 
Elizabeth could hardly help smiling as she assured her that had not been the case. 
"Then, who taught you? who attended to you? Without a governess, you must have been neglected." 
"Compared with some families, I believe we were; but such of us as wished to learn never wanted the 
means. We were always encouraged to read, and had all the masters that were necessary. Those who 
chose to be idle, certainly might." 
"Aye, no doubt; but that is what a governess will prevent, and if I had known your mother, I should 
have advised her most strenuously to engage one.I always say that nothing is to be done in education 
without steady and regular instruction, and nobody but a governess can give it. It is wonderful how 
many families I have been the means of supplying in that way. I am always glad to get a young person 
well placed out. …"  

(Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice, Chapter 29) 
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"Why, our Dickon's eyes nearly started out o' his head, they got that round," answered Martha. "But 
mother, she was put out about your seemin' to be all by yourself like. She said, 'Hasn't Mr. Craven got 
no governess for her, nor no nurse?' and I said, 'No, he hasn't, though Mrs. Medlock says he will when 
he thinks of it, but she says he mayn't think of it for two or three years.'" 
"I don't want a governess," said Mary sharply. 
"But mother says you ought to be learnin' your book by this time an' you ought to have a woman to 
look after you, an' she says: 'Now, Martha, you just think how you'd feel yourself, in a big place like 
that, wanderin' about all alone, an' no mother. You do your best to cheer her up,' she says, an' I said I 
would."  

(Frances Hodgson Burnett, The Secret Garden, Chapter 8) 
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1 . Mr [gap:name] ? [unclear] it seems to me that o ften , especially with this 
2 free choice . Yes . It seems to me that she 's al so saying , 
3 reference to those policies , it seems to me that  erm the references to in 
4 all the factors . So it seems to me that these we re a set of 
5 ahead , actually goes . It seems to me that all t hat we would be 
6 to look at and again it seems to me that it ought  to be a 
7 about the art public ? It seems to me that ultima tely artists must be successful 
8 you in six months . It seems to me that would be a real pain 
9 father are one . And it seems to me that that one ness , that that 
10 some sort , erm and it seems to me that the esta blished Greater York erm 
11 the teacher might recognise . It seems to me tha t another problem , as far 
12 , agreed before , and it seems to me that there 's been some re-thinking 
13 absolutely made our evening . It seems to me tha t that attention to the moment 
14 expect you to pay . It seems to me that the trad e unions are welcomed 
15 can be discarded . So it seems to me that the ex istence of death , 
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