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[0:00:00] 
 
Roger Bromley: The first time that I met Stuart Hall was actually 8.30 in the morning, 1974.  He was as busy as ever 

then, and about four or five of us came up from Portsmouth because we’d launched a Cultural 
Studies programme in 1973 to a body that was called the Council for National Academic Awards, 
which oversaw all non-university degree awards.  And we were taken apart by that body.  They 
rubbished it in every way possible.  Looking back it was probably too advanced for an undergraduate 
programme, but that wasn’t their problem.  There was a kind of politics with a small P behind the 
whole thing.  It, in some senses, confronted traditional university polytechnic courses of study.  And 
so we were thrown back very much on our own resources and we made contact with Raymond 
Williams who was very helpful, not personally but he wrote very supportive things for us, and Stuart 
invited us up, characteristically, but only 8.30 in the morning, so we had to leave Portsmouth at about 
something like half past five, six, and had a very stimulating session with him and he put, you know, 
all his support, strength, networks behind us.  And then about 15 months later the Council for 
National Academic Awards Committee for that particular area was reconstituted with Stuart on it, and 
other people who were obviously supporters, or we thought were supporters, and it got through.  I 
mean it was treated critically as it should have been.  We needed advice.  It was the first 
undergraduate programme I think in the world.  That always sounds pretentious but I think it was.    

  
Kieran Connell: By that point that would have been –   
 
Roger Bromley: That was 1975 we started.  
  
Kieran Connell: What was the inspiration then, for you establishing that undergraduate course?   
 
Roger Bromley: Well, I was only one of a small team, and to be fair, there was a colleague of mine called John 

Oakley who’d been at Cambridge, Neil(?) Williams, he was the editor of Granta, which then was a 
famous university magazine, and he knew Stuart through I think New Left Review, and he was the 
inspiration.  I was only about 30 then, I was just sort of setting out.  Well I wasn’t setting out, I’d been 
around for some time, but I’d been beginning to go to conferences, beginning to publish, and it was 
John Oakley was the inspiration, someone who’s named on (inaudible 00:02:38).  Sadly he died 17 
years ago, but he was the inspiration.  I’d been in America and I’d studied with a guy called Sherman 
Paul who’s not very well known in this country but in America he was seen as sort of an American 
Raymond Williams, and I actually did a Cultural Studies what we now call module with Sherman 
Paul, and he was my inspiration.  And the other inspiration I had was I wanted to teach the popular 
and I think it would be fair to say that some of my other colleagues were interested in that area but 
that wasn’t their real thing.  John Oakley was really a sociologist and so he did the standard ...  

  
Kieran Connell: Structural?  
 
Roger Bromley: Yeah, it was Mark (inaudible 00:03:31), which I think Birmingham used as well.  And so, yeah, we 

started in ’75.  The recruitment was very much hit and miss because we were approved too late to 
do formal advertising, and so basically we picked up other departments’ rejects, economic, 
sociology, etc, but we produced a great cohort, including Hazel Karbi(?) who is now one of the most 
eminent figures in the field.      

  
Kieran Connell: Of course, and ended up at the centre.   
 
Roger Bromley: And she ended up at Birmingham.  So that was our starting point at Portsmouth.  
  
Kieran Connell: How aware were you in the early period before that, you know, the early ‘70s, of the work being done 

at Birmingham?  
 
Roger Bromley: Fairly aware, because about ’71 I remember we started reading Gramsci, prison notebooks which 

had just been translated, I think in ’71.  We’d had the earlier book which had been translated in the 
late ‘50s but had filtered through quite late, but we were reading Gramsci and Althusser in the early 
‘70s and I think that was very much under the influence of the centre, because these were key 
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figures then, and Benjamin(?) was, I think to a certain extent (inaudible 00:04:46).  So I see 
Birmingham the centre then as a resource we called upon.  We didn’t actually have anybody, 
although a lot of people thought I was at Birmingham.  I wasn’t.  None of us was.  We’d been 
associated but none of actually studied Birmingham.  Some of the later programmes like the 
communication studies at Sheffield Hallam which was then just Sheffield Poly, I think it was ’78 Chris 
Pauling, Ros Brunt had been at the centre –  

 
[0:05:17] 
 
Kieran Connell: In the early period.   
 
Roger Bromley: And even Martin Jordon possibly, but certainly Chris and Ros, both of whom I knew and I examined 

there.  I mean what happened of course  in the cultural communication studies world is we tended to 
know everybody, so you wandered round the country examining for each other.  I mean if I just 
pause for a moment, that was one of the topics of the infamous Gould Report.  Have you heard of 
that?  

  
Kieran Connell: I have, yeah.   
 
Roger Bromley: Julius Gould.  
  
Kieran Connell: The list of academics.   
 
Roger Bromley: Unfortunately was Nottingham University’s sociologist and I think a Thatcher (inaudible 00:05:51) 

because ’75 he produced this report, so-called report, and it listed what it called a Marxist 
penetration of university courses.  At Portsmouth we had our reading lists examined by the 
bureaucracy.  We had our networks, we used to have a very strong network with Naples, the 
Orientale.  

  
Kieran Connell: Yeah.  That would have been Lidia Curti and Iain Chambers.  
 
Roger Bromley: Lidia Curti.   
  
Kieran Connell: Were they there at that point?  
 
Roger Bromley: Iain wasn’t there then, but Lidia was.   
  
Kieran Connell: Lidia was.   
 
Roger Bromley: Lidia was there then, and a guy called Ferrara.  I’ve forgotten his first name.  Birmingham had links 

there of course.  We had links there, and we were literally investigated like a kind of witch hunt, 
because what we were doing, what Birmingham was doing, was seen as subversive, as I said, 
confronting the orthodoxy, the dominant.  And it was not easy.   

  
Kieran Connell: So did you have the same kind of a political investment in the work that the centre ...?  
 
Roger Bromley: We did.  Yes.  I mean, a lot of us had been also working extramural, WEA which is a classic Cultural 

Studies background, isn’t it?  You look at all of those key early figures, all worked outside.  I mean 
we were in there to, change the world is the wrong phrase, but I mean we were politically motivated.  
I think in a broad, not only party sense, I mean John Oakley was a member of the Communist Party, 
and a guy called Robbie Gree(?), a superb historian, also he died young.  They were, but the rest of 
us weren’t.  We were all some kind of left affiliation, there’s no question to that.  I was a sort of 
Tribunite myself in the Labour Party in those days.  And so we were not just academics.  I think we 
were first and foremost teachers.  I think Stuart said that about himself.  I think that sometimes 
students today forget this because all the emphasis now, particularly on professors, is research, 
research, research, but all of us went in as teachers, in fact I think most of us has been school 
teachers, like Stuart.   

  
Kieran Connell: Including you?  
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[0:08:07] 
 
Roger Bromley: Yeah, for a year, I just did a year, and got the job after a year.  I came back from the States, did a 

year’s teaching.  And yeah we were teachers first, second and third, I think, really.  We were very 
committed, we were political with a small P.  We didn’t have probably as much hassle as 
Birmingham, because that was a kind of drip, drip, drip.  

  
Kieran Connell: Were you aware of the hassle that Birmingham was having?  
 
Roger Bromley: We were.  We were often contacted.  I’ve signed petitions to the Vice Chancellor over the different 

years, you know.  It was hard to because believe that such an internationally recognised centre was 
seen as just a marginal enterprise, you know, at the university, so several of us, myself included, 
signed petitions, went to meetings.  At Portsmouth we had a sort of miniature version of that.  It was 
very hard, I mean two of us were actually banned from using our departmental facilities for a certain 
period.   

  
Kieran Connell: When would that have been then, roughly?  
 
Roger Bromley: ’76, ’77.  
  
Kieran Connell: Okay.  That would have been post the Gould Report? 
 
Roger Bromley: It was post Gould Report, yeah.  Which is, it was a pernicious report but very influential, and all 

proportion, you know, and remember 1975, Michael Green, convened a meeting at Birmingham 
around the Gould Report and a whole lot of people came from all over.  As I say, we were still the 
only programme outside Birmingham, although I don’t think it was undergraduate programme in ’75.    

  
Kieran Connell: Not by that point, no.   
 
Roger Bromley: No.  We were the only undergraduate programme, but, you know, Alan O'Shea who was at the 

centre, he set up the Cultural Studies programme at what was then called the North East London 
Polytechnic, now East London University.  That was ’81, and then Alan was at the centre, maybe 
other people as well.  People like that were there, the people from Thames Polly were there, Peter 
Widdison, Peter Brooker, etc, who were not doing Cultural Studies, they were doing Literature and 
History with a strong Cultural Studies thing.  They were there.  I obviously can’t remember what the 
other people there were.     

  
Kieran Connell: Yeah.    
 
Roger Bromley: And Michael was his characteristically organising self, and we responded.  I mean it was not all 

serious, because I can’t remember the Bret(?) poem where he talks about being offended for not 
being blacklisted.  I’ve never remembered it.  But there were people in the room saying, “But why 
wasn’t I there?”  You know?  So it had that air, but, you know, we were insecure.  Certainly at 
Portsmouth we were very insecure.  Birmingham, they were insecure, not within themselves but 
institutionally, they could have been closed any moment.  I mean fire-fighting I think was the phrase 
that Stuart used at times, but we were fire-fighting.  And I mean Rhodes Boyson was a name you 
probably don’t know.  He was the Shadow Minister for Education then, because it was only the 
government period I’m talking about.  And he was a great from of Gould’s as far as I know, and also 
the black papers were published, I can’t remember the period, but Cox and Dyson.  These were 
similar.  Scuton(?), people like this, he was similarly opposed to what we were doing.  And I mean I 
remember Rhodes Boyson talking about Mickey Mouse courses like Cultural Studies, and literally, I 
can’t remember exactly, but in the Spectator I think it was, all of this is probably somewhere online 
now, in fact I even found the Gould Report.   

  
Kieran Connell: Online?  
 
Roger Bromley: Yeah.  Well, there were reference to it, I didn’t want to bother with the ... it’s probably somewhere in 

an archive.  But so let’s go to the conjunction for a moment.  So Birmingham was like our kind of 
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headquarters metaphorically.  You go there as a resource, not realise perhaps at the time how 
vulnerable they were.  What I’m saying now is a bit of hindsight.  

  
[0:12:13] 

 
Kieran Connell: Yeah.  At the time.   
 
Roger Bromley: They seem so strong, so formidable intellectually, I mean frightening even, you thought, this is a 

powerhouse, as I said earlier.  So this was sort of HQ.  
  
Kieran Connell: In what way?  You say frightening.  Were they literally? 
 
Roger Bromley: Intellectually.    
  
Kieran Connell: Was it intimidating a place to be?  
 
Roger Bromley: It was.  It wasn’t personal.  And of course a lot of the stuff they were dealing with was translated from 

French or Italian or German.  So people were using what I call pantechnicosensusis(?) you know?  
And there was a kind of, it wasn’t bullying, but I know that certain people who are there that I knew 
quite well did find the atmosphere intimidating.  I won’t mention names.  I will mention one name 
because she wouldn't mind this.  I went to speak there in ’78 because several groups as you know, 
there was the English group Michael convened, and they very kindly said that my work and 
influence, and I was seen very much as a kind of Grouchian(?) at that time, quite happily I mean, and 
I was doing probably about the only work on popular literature at the time.  I don't know, I think so.  
Or Jerry Palmer at Southampton, wrote a book on thrillers, he and I were quite close intellectually.  
We didn’t know each other until later.  But I’m probably the only person teaching courses on popular 
fiction.  At the time, I think so.  And the (inaudible 00:13:50) others, part of that team, Roger Shannon 
I think was, can’t remember other names, but anyway, they kindly said that I’d influenced them and 
they asked me to come and speak in February ’78.  And Hazel was there, she’d been one of my 
students but then she’d gone on to teach in Newham I think and then made her way back, because 
her early performances, and I’ve said this to her and she’d be quite happy, were quite modest, and 
she went to Birmingham and she said, until I came to speak, this was February, she’d hardly opened 
her mouth.  She felt so intimidated, not bullied but intellectually, but she felt as she knew me and I 
was actually being invited there it kind of almost legitimated her being there, and another couple of 
people said the same, that they found it ... and sometimes the relationships were pretty brittle.  I 
don't think anyone should argue. 

  
Kieran Connell: Did you have any perceptions on the impact of feminism in the mid ‘70s in the centre? 
 
Roger Bromley: In another context, yes.  You know the Communist University of London, which was one of the 

targets for the Gould Report?  I think that started in ’75.  Now that was, again let’s talk about 
conjuncture.  There was the centre, CUL, and Essex, sociology and literature.  Also started in ’75.  
Interesting.  This is coming together.  And we all overlapped.  I mean you could meet more or less 
the same people at every conference.  And I spoke in ’77 at Communist University of London.  I 
remember this stage very clearly because it occurred aside other things.  Colin Mercer, who I don't 
know if you’ve ever come across, he was very active in CUL, he was Essex sociology and literature.  
He’d been a student of mine at Portsmouth, who didn’t get into Birmingham, he applied.  Quite 
brilliant student with a first in English and French, I think.  For some reason it didn’t work and he went 
to Essex, and Collin was one of the convenors for the CUL in ’77.  Sadly very unwell now, I just had 
an email from him this morning.  He asked me to speak and he said anything you like really but 
something around the popular obviously (inaudible 00:16:17), and there must have been about 80 
people in the room, 79 women?  I exaggerate.  It was very much the feminist, and I was terrified, you 
know?  But it was a great response.  In fact people like Helen Tailor, I don't know if you, Helen.  

  
Kieran Connell: No.   
 
Roger Bromley: Roz Brunt(?).  
  
Kieran Connell: Yeah.    
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[0:16:35] 
 
Roger Bromley: Later, years later, said that I’d helped them.  And it was wonderful, you know, I mean Helen actually 

said this publicly, she said, “Sitting in this room at the back is someone who actually helped my 
career take off in this direction,” she was talking about her Rebecca work.  Yeah, the work on 
Rebecca.  And she also wrote on Gone With The Wind.  So that was nice.  So it was initially 
terrifying, as you walked into this room there must have been 70, 80 people, and they were very 
much, this was just a year before the publication of Women Take Issue, so I was very aware then, 
and I wouldn't be able to put my hand up and say, yes, it impacted on us in Portsmouth, there are 
only two women working in that team at the time.  Not possibly feminist.  Not anti, but not 
necessarily, you know.   

  
Kieran Connell: Not in the same vein that women’s groups ...   
 
Roger Bromley: No, not the (inaudible 00:17:39) and women’s group, no.  No.  The Women’s Issue was ... because 

strangely enough gender and race were not that prominent in the early days, in the sector, most of 
the researching.  The other group I was associated with was Popular Memory.  

  
Kieran Connell: Okay, with Richard Johnson.   
 
Roger Bromley: Richard Johnson, I’ve known Richard for years and years, in fact I appointed him at Trent when he 

left Birmingham.  Patrick Wright who I also appointed to Trent.  It’s funny how these things ... I mean 
we’re talking, what, 20 years later possibly, Patrick always, I think, had a slightly sceptical view of 
Birmingham, I don’t think he fitted in that happily, so I think sometimes the intellectual relationship 
spilled over into personal relationships and it wasn’t all the harmonious group of people that we saw, 
but I think the conjunction’s important, because it’s the ... I mean Essex, there was sociology 
literature but there was a very strong cultural study inflection.  I mean there was Michael David 
Musclewhite(?) who was associated with that, and of course obviously later Chantal Roof(?).  Name 
is going, famous Argentinean sociologist.  Anyway, it’ll come back.  I mean Eagleson(?) was 
involved.  In fact we got together at one point, I think it was about ’78.  I was invited with a whole 
range of other people to put together a series on hegemony and culture.  It was going to be one of 
these six volume Penguin.  Have you ever come across the Penguin Guide to Literature?  I mean 
there was a six-volume (inaudible 00:19:36) thing really, and this was going to be a response.  

  
Kieran Connell: Okay.  Right.   
 
Roger Bromley: Literature in context.  Because quite a lot of us were literature background.  Stuart had a literature 

background.  David Williams, Hoggert(?).   
  
Kieran Connell: Then there was a move obviously, I mean it seems from the research that the original culture studies 

project started out from much more of a literature background.   
 
Roger Bromley: It did.  
  
Kieran Connell: But it ended up in a much more sociological.   
 
Roger Bromley: Yeah.  There was a guy from Germany, I’ve forgotten, Lowenthal I think came as a fellow quite early 

on.  He was a sociologist with literature.  Yes, I think it was the impact of late ‘60s, early ‘70s, the 
theoretical explosion.  I name just a few but others I’ve forgot.  I mean the Russian linguistics, I mean 
Voloshna(?), Batine(?), Lowistaz(?) who we’ve already mentioned, Frucom(?) I think was a little bit 
later, but not that much later.  It was Gramsci, Althusser, Benuin(?).  

  
Kieran Connell: Barcusa(?) even.   
 
Roger Bromley: Barcusa less so.  And of course the publication of Martrich Gundriser(?).  I’ve forgotten the date  but  

that was quite late.   
  
Kieran Connell: That was ‘70s I think.   
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[0:20:43] 
 
Roger Bromley: Yeah.  So all of these came together, because that was a different Marx, shall we say, from the –  
  
Kieran Connell: What was your perception of the staff and student relations?  I mean on the one hand there was a 

commitment to moving beyond traditional structures ...   
 
Roger Bromley: Yeah.   
  
Kieran Connell: ... between lecturers and students.  Postgraduates had a very considerable say in the running of the 

centre.   
 
Roger Bromley: Yes, they did.  
  
Kieran Connell: If there was general meetings and they sat on the admissions board and such like, for perceptive 

students.  But then I was going to ask, what was your perception of that, and also, what was the 
importance of Stuart, Michael, later on Richard, and then Maureen?   

 
Roger Bromley: Maureen, of course.  Yeah.  Well I mean, yes, it was an extremely democratic establishment.  Again, 

that went in the face of all the orthodoxies.  We had a similar, if I just quickly – 
  
Kieran Connell: Sure.  I was going to ask about the –   
 
Roger Bromley: Similar battle at Portsmouth.  
  
Kieran Connell: Right.   
 
Roger Bromley: Which I think is somewhere on record.  A guy called Ramanreseldon(?) who wrote about this, he 

was at Portsmouth at the time, he was part of the team, although he left to go to Durham I think.  But 
we tried to emulate the sort of Birmingham model.  We fought very long and very hard.  We wanted 
an elected head of department, and basically in a word, the whole thing, an elective structure, yeah?  
Right through.  

   
Kieran Connell: So elected by ...?  Did you want students to be part of that elective process?  
 
Roger Bromley: We did.  Because you've got to remember this was also a time of the underground university, and 

there were sit ins, there’d be demonstrations.  It wasn’t all ‘60s, everyone talks about the ‘60s, but 
the early ‘70s were very dynamic.  There were huge general assemblies of students, chaired by 
students.  We were invited to speak, you know, we were invited to come along, and I remember one 
particularly (inaudible 00:22:42) presence the guy had, invited me to speak, and I did.  But it was a 
kind of academic ferment.  We went to the CNA in the early ‘70s.  Pressured by students, I have to 
say, pressured by students, about introducing coursework.  And I think we were pioneers of 
coursework which nowadays everyone takes for granted apart from Michael Gove.  And at the time it 
was minimal, because everyone saw this as flood gates, you know, chaos, etc, but we won that 
battle, and I remember debating with the students, I say we, I mean not just me but ...  

  
Kieran Connell: The team.   
 
Roger Bromley: A team.  Debating with students when the CNA came to visit us whether they should be there with 

their placards and whatever, and we thought not, and we persuaded them not, and they agreed, 
because we said, you know, we were representing their views very strongly.  But certainly we had 
students on board our board long before most other places.  I mean Birmingham had obviously 
produced a model but we followed that probably first after Birmingham.  But it was a long battle, 
again we investigated, we reprimanded, committees inquiry was set up.  Finally, I remember I was 
often put forward as the nice guy, you know, because I wasn’t a party ... anyway, I was quite 
prominent locally but I was seen as the nice, the liberal, yeah?  So I would often speak, which was 
quite frightening.  I was happy because I was speaking on behalf of people, not myself, and so I was 
quite stubborn because I was speaking for a group.  They hadn’t briefed me particularly but we 
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worked very close.  I think we were as close as Birmingham but we were not as close to the 
students, and don’t forget we had no postgrads.  It made a big difference.  

 
[0:24:59] 
  
Kieran Connell: Different atmosphere entirely, isn’t it?  
 
Roger Bromley: Made a big difference.  Very, very different.  I don't think that the Birmingham team was as close to 

the undergraduates ever as they were the postgraduates.  So we didn’t have postgraduates.  
Anyway, we lost that battle and they appointed a head of department against our wishes.  I think it 
was third choice because we’d written to all the candidates, we’d seen them beforehand as you often 
do and we’d made our views very, very clear.  Two withdrew and the third guy took it and I felt very 
sorry for him because he never, never managed.  He rarely came into the office.  But he was the 
company man.  So it was quite bloody.  That was separate from culture studies per se but we, the 
Cultural Studies people, with some historians who were forcing this, shall we say.  And we were 
pretty united, I think.  But the Birmingham staff, I mean there are two things, I think that some of my 
students who went there for interview found the student presence on the interview panel quite 
alarming.   

  
Kieran Connell: Why?  Because it’s so unusual? 
 
Roger Bromley: So unusual.  I think they’d not been used to this.  They were final year undergraduates remember, 

very, very good ones, and two or three of them said they found the student questioning tougher than 
the staff, as it would be.  These are some very, very bright people.  So am I, but they were not at the 
same stage.  Might be someone in their second or third year of their PhD.  But the downside of the 
close relationship I think was a certain slackness, probably not the best word but we’ll leave it, 
around the PhD programme.     

  
Kieran Connell: Yeah.  In terms of completion?  
 
Roger Bromley: I mean I do remember examining quite (inaudible 00:27:06) prominent person today, nine years.  

And he looked it.  In fact I, we, I, we, who was internal?  Michael I think, referred it, much to the 
horror of the (inaudible 00:27:24), but it looked like three PhDs.  You know?  I compared it to a train, 
you know, with the carriages had been added at different times.  And that, I don't think, was unique.  

  
Kieran Connell: Why do you think that happened at the centre so often?  
 
Roger Bromley: I think it was a part of a kind of a politics of non-intervention and perhaps mistaking bureaucracy for 

sometimes efficiency.  I’ll tell you something about that in a moment as well, with respect to the MA.  
I won’t mention personalities but there were ... Michael was the core of that department, centre.  I 
don't think he ever got the praise or the recognition.  He was the heartbeat, I remember saying that 
to his daughter.  He was a wonderful guy.  You probably know better.  

  
Kieran Connell: I did actually.    
 
Roger Bromley: Oh you did?  Yeah.   
  
Kieran Connell: I was at his memorial.   
 
Roger Bromley: Oh right.  I was ill unfortunately.  I sent a message and I sent a gift to his wife.  Wonderful man.  Far 

cleverer than anyone knew.   
 
Kieran Connell: Yeah.   
 
Roger Bromley: He rarely published.  I mean I remember in about ’88 or 9 I was horrified to get a letter from him 

asking me for a reference for a promotion to lecturer to senior lecturer.  I thought, this man’s already 
... because I think he was seconded there in about ’68.  So he’d had 20 years.  A giant as far as we 
were concerned, held this place together, notwithstanding Stuart and the others, you know, Stuart I 
think would say this.  Michael was ... he held them together.  And I wrote it, of course I wrote it.  He 
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didn’t get it.  Deferred it for a year.  I was appalled.  I couldn't write because I didn’t want to interfere 
with Michael’s ... he finally got it, but I mean lecturer, senior lecturer, you know.  I mean in those days 
it was quite a lot.  Today it’s an easier move, but (inaudible 00:29:32) it’s not.  

 
[0:29:31] 
  
Kieran Connell: But in a sense with Michael that was a kind of, his focus was so much on the running of the centre.   
 
Roger Bromley: Yeah.  He was the only one, I hope Stuart doesn’t (inaudible 00:29:42).  
  
Kieran Connell: I think Stuart would agree.   
 
Roger Bromley: With any managerial skills.  I mean that in the best sense, I don’t mean business school stuff, but 

Michael was able to organise.  He brought people together.  He was a big guy, he had a sort of 
towering figure and he commanded a lot of respect.  I think there probably would be hundreds of 
people who went through Birmingham who said Michael was ... he was a great teacher, great, great 
teacher.   

  
Kieran Connell: And in spite of what you said about the problems with PhD completion, a lot of people also say how 

great a supervisor he was.   
 
Roger Bromley: He was.   
  
Kieran Connell: His focus wasn’t necessarily on in a contemporary context on finishing it in three years.    
 
Roger Bromley: No.  
  
Kieran Connell: In terms of intellectual stimulation –   
 
Roger Bromley: Intellectually he was great.  Like you say, I mean quite often with Michael he was the internal ... I 

know he was a good supervisor because I met people he’d supervised.  Again, mentioning no 
names, it wasn’t true of everybody else, I have to say.  So I do think that was a real weakness there, 
a kind of, using the word loosely, a kind of anarchic disposition.  

  
Kieran Connell: The kind of flipside to that is that there was also this organic, seemingly anyway, emphasis on 

publishing outside conventional routes.   
 
Roger Bromley: Yeah.   
  
Kieran Connell: Like (inaudible 00:31:00) to journal.  
 
Roger Bromley: Yeah.  I mean they were magnificent.  I still have some of those stencilled papers, and they’re 

archived, aren’t they? 
  
Kieran Connell: They are.    
 
Roger Bromley: I mean they were path breaking, they really were.  I think Policing the Crisis was the first book.  
  
Kieran Connell: I think Resistance to Rituals might have been earlier.   
 
Roger Bromley: Oh sorry, was this with Hutchinson?  
  
Kieran Connell: With Hutchinson.   
 
Roger Bromley: There was an extremely good publisher.  Clare Longfon(?)  
  
Kieran Connell: Yeah, that’s it.    
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[0:31:30] 
 
Roger Bromley: These names come up.  She was terrific.  She was on board with what we were all doing.  She 

linked with Birmingham.  I think it was Hutchinson, wasn’t it? 
  
Kieran Connell: It was.    
 
Roger Bromley: And it was Resistance to Rituals, of course it was, with Tony Jefferson and a range of other people.  
  
Kieran Connell: Yeah.    
 
Roger Bromley: He went to Sheffield as well, but Sheffield University.  I mean there were so many people went 

through Birmingham.  But yes, I don't think they want to fetishise the three year four year thing, but 
there were a lot of people didn’t complete as well.  Perhaps saying a lot is an exaggeration but a fair 
number didn’t complete, and I think that was a problem, because not all the people who came out 
the centre were great successes.  But not all went in the academic world.  

  
Kieran Connell: Do you think it was a problem with also the internal fire-fighting issue?  
 
Roger Bromley: Yeah.  The fire-fighting that really attention was diverted, they couldn't focus.  It happened at 

Portsmouth to a certain extent.  We didn’t have PhD students but our focus was often diverted from 
what we were doing.  

  
Kieran Connell: You talked about conjunctions then, I was going to ask as well about whether you had a perception 

on how things changed at Portsmouth and then also the perception of how things were changing at 
Birmingham after 1979, the Conservative Government comes in, Stuart leaves the centre and goes 
to the Open University.    

 
Roger Bromley: Yeah.   
  
Kieran Connell: As things went into the 1980s did it become increasingly more difficult to operate in that 

environment?  
 
Roger Bromley: I think it did, and I think Richard took over as director, throughout most of the ‘80s.  And I was doing 

external exam in PhDs but that was a fairly limited contact, virtually there for the day.  But then in the 
late ‘80s, about probably ’87 to ’91, I was external examiner for the MA, and yes, by that time the 
cracks were visible, and even though the staff team were very small they weren’t always at one.  And 
I remember once being asked as external if I could intervene, because it was felt by some staff 
members, I’m carefully not mentioning names here, that the MA was drifting, it lacked structure, 
lacked direction.  There were some terrific students, excellent, I mean some of the work I read was 
outstanding, quite a strong fucodian(?) moment I remember, but very, very strong, and very high 
standard.  The teaching standards were still very high, the rigour was there, but there was a kind of 
looseness that was making some of the staff unhappy.  I did try to ... I mean as external, how can 
you intervene?  I did in my report try to code certain ways, suggestions of ways in which things might 
be perhaps tightened up.  I think it was things like deadlines.  You can imagine Michael was quite 
anxious about that.  People drifting, and of course there were quite a lot of part-time, I think people 
often forget.  I don’t know what the proportion, you could probably find this, but I would say 
significant number of part-timers and students from overseas had come in.  I remember Michael 
Denning came, wonderful guy, actually can I just pause before we go onto the ... in ’78 I told you in 
February I came to speak.  Can’t remember what I spoke about, something to do with Rebecca I 
think.  I know it was never published because ... it was (inaudible 00:35:22).  Anyway, doesn’t matter. 

  
Kieran Connell: Around the late ‘70s.    
 
Roger Bromley: Yeah.  I was taken very seriously ill not long after that and didn’t speak again in public until ’84, so I 

missed quite a lot of things, you know?  But what  I wanted to mention is I was so deeply moved by 
the fact that when I was ... I had Hodgkin’s disease which at the time was nearly fatal, you know, the 
survival rate was very low, and I had cards from almost everybody in the centre.  
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[0:36:02] 
 
Kieran Connell: Wow.   
 
Roger Bromley: And you’ll never know how moving that was.  I met Roger Shannon only three weeks ago.  
  
Kieran Connell: I know Roger.  Really?  Oh, at the event.   
 
Roger Bromley: Haven’t seen him for 34 years, and he remembered me but he hadn’t remembered that.  I said, 

“Well, you don’t know how important that was.”   
  
Kieran Connell: Was there a sense that you were treated as a sort of fellow traveller?  
 
Roger Bromley: I was, and I thought that was a testimony to, what’s the word?  The culture, you know?  Like organic 

culture.  Now maybe Michael organised it because he was that kind of person, but whoever.  I 
received this ... I had a couple from Essex but it was almost all the people I’d spoken to at that 
particular seminar, and it was very casual at the seminar, I remember people smoking, glasses of 
wine, and it was very, very comradely, that’s the word, old fashioned word, and I was so struck by 
that.  There was cards, there was notes, of course this was long before any electronic 
communication.  And I’ve never forgot and never will forget, and I know Michael’s one of those 
people, Michael Denning, who I met again in Yale much later with Hazel, Hazel (inaudible 00:37:19) 
of course, who I’d remembered, but so that was a real plus.    

  
Kieran Connell: And in a sense it’s not a story that you tend to ... I mean the emphasis is often at the crises at the 

centre, isn’t it?  The kind of intimidation of the centre.   
 
Roger Bromley: Yeah.  That was the warmth and intimacy and the kind of people that they recruited, because I think 

the interviews were ... they weren’t just recruiting people like themselves, but it wasn’t just the 
academic brilliance, at the centre.  So yeah, in the ‘80s the cracks began to appear.  I think Stuart’s 
absence was quite important because I think he’d acted as a kind of, I can’t think of the word, I think 
he defended the centre very articulately as the university.  Not that Richard wasn’t articulate at all 
because he’s very articulate, Richard Johnson, but I think Stuart had a presence.  

  
Kieran Connell: Gravitas.   
 
Roger Bromley: Gravitas.  He had a national presence.  I’d forgotten until I saw the film how prominent he was.  

Broadcaster, activist.  So he was a figure of national standing at that time, and I think university had 
to take him seriously.  I think his absence was probably cheered by the establishment at the 
university and I think it got harder and harder for Richard and Maureen and Michael, I think those 
three.  And so, yes, going back, so when I was examining there, although the standards were so 
high, you know, quite a lot of things would come in late, you know, as external you’d hope to get your 
cohort together, there’d be things coming late.  I think there were internal problems that I wasn’t 
aware of, but I think this is again what happens when people are carrying a legacy, because by then 
you’ve been already going for 20 years.  Hogget(?) had gone, and Hogget’s real influence was 
setting it up, I don’t think his influence was ever that strong intellectually, he was not a theorist, and 
Stuart of course was, as we saw from the film, a charismatic, magnetic figure, drew people, and of 
course also by the ‘80s a lot of the big guns had gone in terms of the PhD (inaudible 00:40:09) and 
the Willises, etc, who were there for a long time doing their various bits and pieces.  Some of them 
probably stayed in the area as well as perhaps teachers or community activists or whatever, but a lot 
of the big guns had gone and there were PhDs, of course there were PhDs, and there were 
outstanding people as well.   

  
Kieran Connell: Did you get a sense of the transition in the 1988 when it went from being the centre to the 

Department of Culture Study and Sociology and all the kind of large, new graduate course?  
 
Roger Bromley: Yeah.   
  
Kieran Connell: Did that have an effect?  I mean did that change the nature?  
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[0:40:49] 
 
Roger Bromley: It did.  
  
Kieran Connell: That was a small collective.   
 
Roger Bromley: It did.  It was a small collective.  The key feature was of course collaboration, despite what we said 

earlier about some of the tensions, it was collaborative work, collaborative work, and again, I don’t 
think that was so strong at the Portsmouth, Sheffield, North East London, for the moment.  I think the 
teams worked very collaboratively.  I mean we used to meet to discuss seminars as the staff, how 
we were going to ... not party line, but, you know, why we’d chosen this particular material.  We used 
to mark together, we’d sit in a room, perhaps not much bigger than this, and it was collaborative.  I 
think we tried to write together, but we were undergraduate teachers on more than culture studies, 
most of us taught on two programmes at least, and we were also quite small and we had to carry all 
the, you know, the attacks on us, so I don't think we could claim to be that organic, but we were 
collaborative in our pedagogy but we didn’t work together that much in terms of our writing.  There 
were no postgraduate teams, there were no groups, you know, popular English group, state, there 
was no Bill (inaudible 00:42:18).  I’ve forgotten what they were called but I mean there were several 
groups.  I may be wrong, and you can check this, by the time I got there as external examiner I don’t 
think those groups had the same presence, I’m not even sure they were groups.  I’m sure they were.  

  
Kieran Connell: They were (inaudible 00:42:35).   
 
Roger Bromley: I’m sure they were.  
  
Kieran Connell: I think what might have tended to happen, what I can tell from the archive is that students would 

come and start their own groups around them.   
 
Roger Bromley: Yeah.   
  
Kieran Connell: So in the early ‘80s of course there was a Race and Politics Group.   
 
Roger Bromley: Yeah.  Race and politics. 
  
Kieran Connell: People like Paul Gilroy and (inaudible 00:42:46) Laurence and Bob Finlay and people.   
 
Roger Bromley: Yes, that’s right.  John Solimus(?).  Yeah, they were sort of student-led reading groups.  I mean often 

the groups were student led.  I mean Michael and Stuart were sort of convenors but I think often they 
were student led, but I don’t sense the same dynamic or the same vitality around the group.  I may 
be wrong, because I was there with the MA programme, or some of the MA students joined in the 
reading group.   

  
Kieran Connell: Why do you think that was?  I mean what gave you that sense?  
 
Roger Bromley: I think it was partly because there was change politically as you indicated.  It wasn’t all to do with 

Thatcher, that would be too simple, but there was a change.  The ‘70s were quite exciting, there was 
the anti-Nazi league, there was Rock Against Racism, there was a real sense of we were opposed to 
something tangible, you know?  Very, very much so.  Antiapartheid was strong, it continues to be 
strong, but I’m just thinking about the autobiography, you know, I chaired the Chile Solidarity, 
through the ‘70s, I chaired the Anti-Nazi League.   

  
Kieran Connell: Did you?  
 
Roger Bromley: Yeah.  In Portsmouth.  And Rock Against Racism.  I mean Chile Solidarity was big, I don’t think 

people realise.  I mean some of those London demonstrations were massive.  We had Chile 
refugees living with us literally in our house.  I mean that’s why, sorry I’m rambling, but going back to 
Colin Mercer, the deal was I would speak at the CUL if he would help us decorate our flat, because 
we had a basement flat, for the Chileans.  A little team came, couple of people from Latin America, 
Colin, he was a brilliant decorator, myself, my wife, and on a weekend we got this flat ready because 
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we’d suddenly heard these Chilean refugees were arriving with a baby.  And we had them for two 
years.  Wonderful.   

  
[0:44:58] 
 
Kieran Connell: Wow.  It’s quite (inaudible 00:44:59) the spirit of that time.   
 
Roger Bromley: Yeah, and well people.  We had the room so we did it.  And we charged them rent but it was 

absolutely minimal, and my wife was Spanish speaking which helped enormously.  My little daughter 
and the little boy got on wonderfully.  It was great, and we had a huge, we bought this house for 
almost nothing and did it up, you know, so we had room.  So you were never just an academic.  In 
fact that was one of the (inaudible 00:45:26) thrown at us, you know, time and time again.  

  
Kieran Connell: You weren’t academic enough?   
 
Roger Bromley: No, that we were really trying to sort of brainwash, that was the phrase used, you know.   
  
Kieran Connell: Right.   
 
Roger Bromley: But we were activists, I don’t say we’re (inaudible 00:45:42) we weren’t, you know, that film reminds 

me, as I said, but we were all activists, we were all involved in, as I said, those things I’ve just 
mentioned and other campaigns.  

  
Kieran Connell: So what was the experience in Portsmouth post ’79?  
 
Roger Bromley: Well, see, almost all those groups folded.  I certainly wasn’t involved personally because obviously 

I’d been seriously ill.    
  
Kieran Connell: Yeah.  When did you leave Portsmouth?  
 
Roger Bromley: ’87.   
  
Kieran Connell: What kind of state would you say the culture studies course was in then?  
 
Roger Bromley: Under pressure.  In fact, again, I was always seen by the team as the guy who’s happy to go on 

committees, yeah?  Because quite a lot of them weren’t.  I mean looking back it was probably a little 
bit ... I’m struggling for a word here.  Immature is the wrong word.  Infantile is the wrong word, but 
there is a sense in which –  

  
Kieran Connell: Naïve?  
 
Roger Bromley: Yeah, naïve.  You didn’t involve yourself with the higher echelons of the bureaucracy.  There was 

one guy who was much older than us who was basically a straightforward literature teacher, lovely 
man.  He would do all of this.  I spoke at his funeral, 24 years ago.  Wonderful guy.  Not a Cultural 
Studies specialist but he never ever rocked the boat, he was always with us, part of the team.  He’d 
been there since the early ‘50s when the place was very small, so he knew all these people, the 
senior management, but he never ever reneged on any commitments to us.  But he was our man on 
the committees, everywhere.  He retired and I was his successor, literally as the deputy head but 
also I was seen as the guy who would not lose his rag, who would be conciliatory.  I think it was 
backhanded, some of this, frankly.  Okay, I did it, I went and did these things.  And I think we also got 
the Cultural Studies degree at Portsmouth approved as a faculty degree.  Now this sounds to you 
arcane, but what we wanted, it was called the Department of Historical and Literary Studies.  

  
Kieran Connell: Right, okay.   
 
Roger Bromley: We didn’t have Cultural Studies in it, you see.  Well partly because Cultural Studies came a bit later.  

But we didn’t want the Cultural Studies to be seen as part of the department because of our battle I 
mentioned earlier and this head.  So we got, I think it was a sign of pyrrhic victory, we got it approved 
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as a faculty degree, so I was always on the faculty board, which they were quite powerful then, as 
the Cultural Studies guy.  I left in ’87 and I was replaced by Frank Ward(?).  

  
[0:48:50] 
 
Kieran Connell: Yeah.  Of course.    
 
Roger Bromley: Was he at the centre? 
  
Kieran Connell: Yeah.    
 
Roger Bromley: He was, yeah.  Chris Pauline also applied.  So you see the kind of what’s happening by the ‘80s.  
  
Kieran Connell: Yeah.   
 
Roger Bromley: A lot of the Birmingham people –  
  
Kieran Connell: There was a kind of network.   
 
Roger Bromley: They were beginning to become very prominent, you know.  And no-one was prepared to do that, 

and by ’95 it finished, it collapsed.  There were still people blaming me for leaving, I mean quite 
seriously, and I thought, well I’d been there 21 years and I felt that I needed to move for a number of 
reasons.  

  
Kieran Connell: 21 years is a long time.   
 
Roger Bromley: 21 years is a very long time, and I was still only in my mid-40s, I just thought it was time to move.  I 

did my PhD late.  I was the only one in the department with a PhD, which is strange.  Nowadays you 
wouldn't get looked at.  I was the only one in the department.  Sorry, Robby Green, he got his PhD at 
Edinburgh, but he was a historian, but in culture studies per se I was the only one with a PhD, and I 
did that late, because part of my recovery programme from the illness, I went to Sussex, I met with 
Stuart Lang who was at the centre, and he said, “Well look, you are the more prominent guy in 
popular culture in the country.”  Fiction, sorry, fiction, not culture.  “How can I supervise?”  I said, “I’ve 
got a project, I just want someone to hand on the till.”  I did part-time because I was still working full-
time.  I got back to working full-time in ’81.  I hadn’t worked for 18 months and then I did part-time 
and they paid me full salary which was great, and then I did PhD at Sussex and on Cultural Studies 
topic.  What became lost narratives, that was the book really.  And Tony Ben had already asked me, 
about ’82 I think, and I got permission from Sussex to publish it as a book.  It took a bit of time 
afterwards, probably a year or so before I actually get into shape.  So it was my personal trajectory.  

  
Kieran Connell: I was going to ask, to kind of finish it off really, broadly speaking that culture studies as an 

undergraduate in Portsmouth finished in ’93 –   
 
Roger Bromley: ’95.  
  
Kieran Connell: ’95, sorry.    
 
Roger Bromley: Yeah.   
  
Kieran Connell: And Birmingham went through various changes before becoming a department in ’88 and then 

merging with sociology and then finally in 2002 closing.  What do you think broadly speaking were 
the conditions or the structures that made that Cultural Studies project possible in the first instance 
and then sustained it after that? 

 
Roger Bromley: I think it came out of the ‘60s obviously, I mean I know it was before ’68 but I think it came out of 

decolonisation.  I think this is very, very prominent and Bill Swartz has written very well about this.  
I’ve said something about it but Bill is probably the most articulate in this respect.  It was a very 
heady time, from say ’57 to ’78, or ’79 was Zimbabwe, wasn’t it?  I know that India in ’48 but Ghana 
in ’57 I think really caught people’s imagination and then of course the succession of African 
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countries.  I think liberation struggles, the (inaudible 00:52:27) who I didn’t mention, it was 
tremendous.  So the decolonisation, the struggles around the bomb, I think CND was huge.  The 
anti-Vietnam struggles.  So I think what was happening out there and in some senses we crept under 
the net and did these things, and I think in some senses, this is putting it very, very crudely, they got 
wise to us over the years.  And the ‘80s were very different.  I know that in terms of black politics 
dynamic, you know, you think of all the things that happened, Hansworth, forgotten the Liverpool.   

  
[0:53:08] 
 
Kieran Connell: Toxteth.    
 
Roger Bromley: Toxteth.  I mean there was a lot happening.  But I don’t think that ... I mean GLC was very, very 

strong, I mean GLC was very influenced by Culture Studies.  I don’t necessarily mean Birmingham 
but you think of their gender.   

  
Kieran Connell: Someone like Paul Gilroy did his PhD and then worked at the GLC.   
 
Roger Bromley: Yeah.  And others did, Patrick Wright did, Patrick Wright was in GLC.  I mean I think we forget 

sometimes how important, you know, the stuff around gender, around sexuality, because sexuality 
issues came to Birmingham quite late, I mean thinking around queer issues was quite strong by the 
time I got there to examine but it hadn’t been that prominent.   

 
Kieran Connell: Which is strange.   
 
Roger Bromley: Yeah.  Again, I think Fuco(?) was a help, but not only Fuko, but it was quite late.  I mean I may be 

wrong, people should know we were thinking about this in 1979.  I don’t think they were.  I think it 
came quite late.  Maybe the (inaudible 00:54:11) the American students who came.  I can’t say.  But 
certainly, you know, Thatcherism had an enormous impact.  You remember that there was a 
pressure to bring applied social studies to actually undermine sociology.  I mean the attacks were 
more on sociology than culture studies, because sociology of course was in every university.  Culture 
studies was still, you know, a few places on the map, wasn’t it? 

  
Kieran Connell: Yeah.    
 
Roger Bromley: We mustn’t kid ourselves, we weren’t that important, but sociology was, and the attacks were on 

sociology, and of course, by default culture studies became part of that.  And there wasn’t the heart 
in the ... I’m not saying everyone took the suit and tie, some did, but I just think it was a very 
different, critical moment.  

  
Kieran Connell: In a sense there was a growing realisation on the left.  Obviously I’m not suggesting that the left 

didn’t exist as a movement in the ‘80s, of course it did and fought numerous important battles, but do 
you think there was a growing realisation that the battles that were fought in the late 1960s and 
1970s with such energy in the centre, you know, important it sounds like in the academy but 
obviously outside of it as well, do you think there was a sense into the 1980s that the energy had 
kind of gone out? 

 
Roger Bromley: It had.  You see I think also, the time you mentioned, the ‘60s and ‘70s, we probably achieved what 

we did out of all proportion to our actual strength if you see what I mean. 
  
Kieran Connell: Yeah.    
 
Roger Bromley: Like the Communist University of London, I mean Communist Party membership probably about 

5,000 and it had a lot of influence.  Not as much as it claimed, but it did for a small party.  There were 
quite a lot of prominent people, either were or had been, I mean Hobsbourn(?) remained a member, 
Thompson of course, not, Stuart never was involved.  No, I think, I don’t want to put it 
melodramatically and say we were losing the battle in the ‘80s, but we were, you know.  Actually I 
think that the Birmingham Centre was sustained by what was going on outside.  I mean it contributed 
to its activism but I think it was sustained by what went on outside.  And what everyone thinks about 
the Labour Government, ’74 to ’79, it was still a Labour Government, and the right did not have, you 
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know, pudgay(?) the Gould Report, didn’t have the purchase that it had once Thatcherism, the 
Falklands, the miners’ strike.  I mean had the miners won that it might have changed a lot of things.  
Well, obviously it would have changed a lot of things, and I don’t think that the miners, I don’t think 
the defeat of the miners would have been possible without the Falklands.  I remember saying this to 
somebody, politics at York, and she didn’t know what I was talking about.  I was younger so perhaps 
she didn’t ... you know, I said, “No, the Falklands enabled Thatcher to defeat the miners, in all 
senses,” because Thatcher was very weak, you know.    

 
[0:57:11] 
 
Kieran Connell: Struggling.  Yeah.    
 
Roger Bromley: Very weak, up to ’82, and the miners’ strike in which we were all involved, I mean obviously you 

know, collecting tins, the usual stuff, you know, and I’m sure I know people at the centre were, and 
there were miners, I examined the PhD, the guy who actually failed.  I looked on the archives after 
you gave me the link and I saw his name there.  Very sad.  I think (inaudible 00:57:37) Phil, but the 
man was in tears and he was an ex-miner.  So I think with the closure of GLC in ’86, it’s very hard to 
bring all these things together.  Someone needs to, I think.  But, yeah, there wasn’t the energy.  I 
don’t think people were defeatist necessarily but there was perhaps turning inwards, and perhaps 
paying attention more to what we’re actually doing in our institutions, you know, particularly as the 
institutions were increasingly hostile to what we were doing.  I think we had to defend.  I was 
involved with what NELP.  

  
Kieran Connell: NELP?  
 
Roger Bromley: North East London Polytechnic.  
  
Kieran Connell: Sorry.   
 
Roger Bromley: You just call it UEL.  I was involved with UEL from about the mid ‘80s and that was because of my 

Birmingham links, my Portsmouth links.  We were seen as pioneers.  They were a very strong, very 
powerful team, but they weren’t that prominent outside the academy.  I’m sure they were, I mean Phil 
Cohen was there.  Had he been at the centre? 

  
Kieran Connell: Well he’d certainly written papers.   
 
Roger Bromley: Yeah, he had.  I think he might have been at the centre.  He was a very strong activist and they were 

recruiting from non-traditional students very effectively, very, very effectively.  I don't know how far 
Birmingham’s recruitment ever reflected that.  I’m not so sure.  

  
Kieran Connell: There was certainly an emphasis on recruiting students with politics that reflected the centre’s 

politics.   
 
Roger Bromley: Yeah.   
  
Kieran Connell: But actually a lot of the, certainly the staff members are all Oxbridge.   
 
Roger Bromley: Yeah.  Absolutely.   
  
Kieran Connell: Until Maureen came.   
 
Roger Bromley: Until Maureen came, yes.  Yeah, Richard was Cambridge, wasn’t he?  
  
Kieran Connell: Yeah.    
 
Roger Bromley: Michael was Cambridge.   
  
Kieran Connell: Yeah.    
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[0:59:33] 
 
Roger Bromley: Stuart was Oxford.  Yeah, it was Oxbridge, and I sense that quite a lot of people who were recruited 

to the centre at the post-graduate level had all come from ...  
  
Kieran Connell: I think a lot of them were grammar school kind of ...   
 
Roger Bromley: They were grammar school.  Redbrick University rather than Oxbridge.  I mean some perhaps were 

Oxbridge.  And there were a lot of, I mean with Chaz Cripture(?) for example who was a good friend 
of mine, he was a community worker, an activist.  Yeah.  And certain personalities came, I mean 
people like Chaz, Dick Ebdies(?), etc, Paul Willis, they were quite some personalities, you know.  
You wouldn't want to clash with them.  Strong personalities, and given their head by the centre.  I 
don't think the strong personalities were there so much.  I mean there were good people, I mean 
Estelle (inaudible 01:00:25).   

  
Kieran Connell: Right.   
 
Roger Bromley: Who I appointed to both of her posts that she had before she went to university in the west of 

England.  She’s now a counsellor down in Bristol.  She was very, very good and others around that 
time I remember, very strong, and I think this is also true for the early days, the centre was quite 
male, so there were quite noisy males, shall we say?  They wouldn’t mind me saying that.  You see, 
Birmingham Centre from my memory again, you have to correct me, I don't think had as many 
conferences.  I think Essex, I mean this one agreement, we didn’t get together and say, right, 
Birmingham you do this, Portsmouth you do.  But Essex was the intellectual centre for conferences.  
I mean you check this out but I don’t remember many in Birmingham.  And there was a sociology 
and literature conference from ’75 right through to ’84, ’85.   

  
Kieran Connell: And the BSA as well.   
 
Roger Bromley: The BSA was strong, the BSA at Sussex in ’78, big, big thing, Colchester, there’s a big row between 

Thompson and ...  
  
Kieran Connell: It could be any number of people, couldn't it?  
 
Roger Bromley: I mean Thompson really trashed Althusser in (inaudible 01:01:43) theory.  
  
Kieran Connell: Were you at or were you aware of ... obviously I presume you were aware of but the history 

workshop debate in ‘79?  
 
Roger Bromley: Yes.  I spoke at the history workshop, yes, I was there, yeah.  
  
Kieran Connell: Thompson, Johnson and Hall.   
 
Roger Bromley: Yes.  That was my last appearance I think, yeah.  
  
Kieran Connell: Right.  Do you have any memories of that?  
 
Roger Bromley: I can’t remember that very well, no.  I just remember that ... I wish I could remember the name of the 

...  
  
Kieran Connell: The chair was Yo(?), wasn’t it?  
 
Roger Bromley: Was Stephen Yo, yeah, who was at Sussex then I think.  Yeah.  This was ... no, I’m vague about that 

I’m afraid because I think I was really ill, I really was, I was struggling.  Later when I recovered I got 
quite involved with the history workshop.  Again, sorry, Danny and myself, I’d get a call from Raff 
Samuel on a Friday evening saying, “Roger, we have a problem.  X has dropped out.  Could you 
possibly ...?”  you know?  I’d say, “Yes,” and I’d go along trembling almost because history workshop 
was almost as formidable as the centre you know, I mean there were some very powerful people.  
Sam (inaudible 01:02:57), absolutely chaos, total chaos, couldn't organise anything, but a lovely guy, 
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and brilliant, and again, a teacher.  He did write of course, he wrote quite a lot, but primarily a 
teacher, brilliant teacher.  I think when he left Ruskin it died, really.  Stephen Yo was ...   

 
[1:03:18] 
 
Kieran Connell: Say no more.   
 
Roger Bromley: Yeah.  Stephen Yo was principal there at one point.  He was, again, the lifeblood of the place was 

Raff Samuel, brilliant man and lovely guy but absolute mess in ways, but his workshop was pretty 
powerful, and again there was overlap.  Quite a lot of Birmingham people presented at the history 
workshop, vice versa.  History workshop still carried on through the ‘80s.  I remember listening to 
Ralph Miliband who was quite brilliant, Sheila Roebottom there.  I mean it was still a powerhouse but 
it didn’t have the impact that the centre had on the next generation.  What the centre did was 
produce a generation of scholars, academics, activists  It will never be equalled I don't think.   

  
Kieran Connell: No.   
 
Roger Bromley: And I don't think the history workshop would mind my saying that they didn’t do that.  Often the 

people involved with the history workshop of course were already formed.  Ruskin didn’t have that 
kind of presence.  I mean Ruskin was a very different kind of place.  But Essex I think was, as I say, 
it was ’75 to ‘84 or ’85 maybe.  They produced volumes every year, had good concepts, had great 
events but sometimes abrasive.  I mean again it was very male, very male.  I was lucky, I managed 
to avoid much of this, but others, I mean I remember Colin McCabe and others going at each other 
and it was, to use a very old fashioned word, quite often just rude.  And people found it quite 
offensive, and it didn’t improve.  There were certain figures.  But I mean everyone came.  
Masheray(?).  I remember I spoke with, it was Terry Rootens(?) my first time there, Terry Eagleton(?) 
first, myself and then Masheray and I mean what a ... Masheray was fantastic.   

  
Kieran Connell: Baptism of fire.   
 
Roger Bromley: Absolutely.  Masheray was fantastic.  He spoke for three hours, and I think Masheray’s forgotten 

now, isn’t it? 
  
Kieran Connell: He is.    
 
Roger Bromley: I thought he was fantastic.  I mean he was a major influence on me theoretically.  On me, hundreds 

of people, but gone.  It was him more than Aljazare(?) for many of us, you know, but he disappeared 
because the other thing I should mention before we finish is out of the Communist University of 
London came red(?) letters.  Now it didn’t have a very long life, but again it was a problem at the 
time.  In fact it’s interesting that Roger Shannon said to me, red letters.  So it was all I was 
remembered for, you know.  But I mean it was, again, and it published Masheray, published a whole 
range of very interesting people.  In fact there’s Tony Davies and I were published in the same issue 
I remember it, bold, yellow and red cover.  Have you spoken to Tony or is Tony still around?  

  
Kieran Connell: I’ve not spoken to him.   
 
Roger Bromley: He was never in the centre.  
  
Kieran Connell: No.   
 
Roger Bromley: But he was of it.   
  
Kieran Connell: Reflections of it.  That would be good.   
 
Roger Bromley: He was really a terrific guy.  
  
Kieran Connell: Right.   
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[1:06:34] 
 
Roger Bromley: I examined quite a few of his PhDs.  I mean he was one of the energy people.  Again, not promoted 

until quite late.  I think I wrote reference for him for his professorship.  I mean quite late.  But he was 
always a fellow traveller and again the same energy, the charisma, brilliant commitment, Tony.  So 
try to get to talk to him.  He must be retired because I think he’s my age or possibly older.  But I can’t 
think of anyone else apart from the people you know.  But Tony, I think David Lodge(?) was 
supportive but he was never, not like Tony.  Tony Davies was, I mean almost any central event that 
went on, Tony was there.  .   

  
Kieran Connell: Well thanks very much.  
 
Roger Bromley: Okay.  
  
Kieran Connell: That was really great.  Thank you.    
 
[End of Transcript] 


