
 

 

 

Head of School Editorial (by Prof Tim Dafforn, top right) 

It is amazing how time flies. My time as Head of School is nearly at an end, it has 

been an exceptionally busy time, mixed with great moments and significant 

challenges. But I am now ready to hand over and I think you will all agree it was 

great news that Dr Neil Hotchin (bottom right) was successful in his bid to become 

Head of School. Having Neil step into the breach from Deputy Head of School means 

that the transition should be seamless, which is particularly important given the run 

up to REF (Research Excellence Framework). It is going to be another busy year 

(when are they not!) so my one leaving comment is, if Neil (or a member of the 

School Executive Committee) asks you for help, it will be for the good of the School 

and hence all of us, so please say "yes"! 

Biosciences Academics Leading the Fight Against Drug Resistant Tuberculosis 

Dr Luke Alderwick (Biosciences) and Prof John Fossey 

(Chemistry) have joined forces with their counterparts 

at the Guangzhou Institutes of Biomedicine and Health 

(GIBH) to develop promising drug candidates for anti-

Tuberculosis therapy. Intercontinental academic 

research between Birmingham and Guangzhou has 

designed and synthesised novel molecules to target the 

bacterium Mycobacterium tuberculosis. These 

discoveries have laid the foundation for the formation 

of a spinout company in China called Legion Pharma 

(Guangzhou).   
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Upcoming Events 

Rick Dunn Inaugural Lecture on Thursday December 5th at 4:30pm in Aston 

Webb WG12 

BioSoc have a Christmas Quiz on December 12th at 8pm, Indie Lounge, Selly 

Oak. Their events are a great chance to get to know the committee and the 

people on your course. Fundraising for Macmillan Cancer Support (entry £1).  

IMI Christmas party on Tuesday 17th December at 6.30pm. Tickets cost £15 

from office G2. Hog roast (or veggie), drinks and silent disco! PhD students 

and staff welcome.  

Biosciences staff Xmas party in the Undercroft Tuesday 10th Dec from 3pm. 
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Teaching Spotlight: The Teaching Administration Team 

In this edition of The Mole we wanted to welcome in the new 

members of the Teaching Administration Team and highlight 

the important work they do in supporting staff and students. 

From dealing with student requests to processing marking and 

exam papers, the team are an invaluable part of teaching in 

the School. The team comprises of Olly George (First Year), 

Mary Overton (Second Year), Kirsty Griffiths (Final Year), 

Jaspal Shambi (Postgraduate Taught), Gemma Routledge 

(Postgraduate Research) and Mollie O’Connor who has taken 

over from Jan Simmonds as Administration Manager. We wish 

the new team all the best over the academic year. 

Get in contact using the appropriate administrator email address through the Undergraduate or 

Postgraduate Handbooks on Canvas or drop in to the LES Student Hub on the first floor of the Old Gym.  

 

An Undergraduate Year Abroad in Berlin (by Katie Jones)  

Setting off on a year abroad was a terrifying experience. Before I left, 

my friends informed me that I should pack all the essentials to survive 

for three months in case “you’re in the wilderness, alone, with no one to 

understand you”. Despite my concern for their assumption that Berlin 

was apparently part of an isolated, developing country, I still took plenty 

of English breakfast tea bags with me- just in case! Looking back at my 

apprehension for the start of that year, I find it hard not to kick myself 

for not realising how great an opportunity I had been given. Berlin leant 

itself to being explored and exploited by the curious-minded. The people I met were so interesting and 

different from the people I’d left at home, and my perspective of the global community changed so much 

(which was why joining the Student Exchange Society this year seemed like a no-brainer). Studying 

biology in another country challenged me to think and study differently from how I’d previously been 

taught, showing me new ways to tackle problems. Thinking back to all the trials and tribulations I 

experienced over that year, the hardest challenge I faced- which I never expected to happen- was saying 

goodbye. 

 

The Safe Mole (by Dr Pete Lund) 

Here's a true story: in my very first science job (as a lab technician in a long-

vanished pharmaceutical company) I managed to set fire to a waste bin, 

accidentally, I hasten to add.  I was about to use the fire extinguisher on it when 

the lab head rushed up and stopped me.  "The safety committee are meeting next 

door" he whispered "and if they hear the extinguisher go off, they'll know we’ve 

had an accident". Fast forward a number of years, as chair of the School Health and 

Safety Committee I find myself in the position of wanting to encourage exactly the 

opposite attitude.  I don't want our committee to be seen as representatives of the Dark Side from whom 

everything must be hidden.  Rather, I want everyone to regard thinking about how to work safely as 

being an integral and shared part of what we do and see the members of our committee as helping this 

to happen as smoothly as possible.  

I am Dr Pete Lund the chair of the Health and Safety Committee 

(pictured left). You can find me in room S117 or lab T101, call me 

on 45583, or email on p.a.lund@bham.ac.uk.  Our deputy chair is 

Dr Emma Monaghan, who is also health and safety co-ordinator for 

the School. She is the first point of contact for all H&S issues within 

the School via biosci.hs@contacts.bham.ac.uk.  Remember … 

stay safe!!! 

 

 

From left to right: Mollie O’Connor, 

Olly George, Mary Overton and 

Kirsty Griffiths. 
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Join Our Hedgehog Friendly Campus.  

The number of hedgehogs in the countryside has plummeted by 

around 50% and in urban gardens by 30% since the year 2000.  If 

we all work together, we can make the University of Birmingham a 

hedgehog friendly campus and help us bring these prickly mammals 

back from the brink. What does a ‘Hedgehog Friendly Campus’ look 

like? 

• Campus is litter free 

• Plenty of joined up habitats for hedgehogs to roam 

• Opportunity for hedgehogs to eat and drink 

• Hedgehog houses are available to keep them safe and dry 

If you would like to get involved please visit the green impact webpage to register: 

www.hedgehogfriendlycampus.co.uk  Twitter: @HogFriendly_UoB 

 

 

 

 

Biosystems & Environmental Change 

The trip to ‘Eden’ (by Dr Luisa Orsini and Prof Iseult Lynch) 

On the 31st of October a LES delegation led by Prof David Hannah, 

LES Director of Research, and including Prof Iseult Lynch, Prof 

Gregor Leckebusch, Dr Luisa Orsini, Dr Kirsty Edgar, Dr Leah 

Fitzsimmons and Dr Jennifer Jennings was invited to visit the Eden 

Project (Cornwall).  

We were offered an amazing tour of the facilities and shown the 

breadth of projects that the Eden leads nationally and 

internationally. We met the provocative Sir Tim Smit, co-founder of 

the Eden Project, as well as some of the curators, artists, narrators 

and storytellers who bring the science of the environment to life.  

The LES team were impressed with the water cycle exhibit, which includes a rain-maker, and the “lab”, 

which had an installation allowing visitors to send a message into space communicating the best thing 

about planet earth.   

We learned a huge amount about their activities and identified a long-list of potential research areas and 

educational and public engagement opportunities for future collaborations.  More importantly, we 

identified a shared ethos, and a genuine desire on both sides for a substantial and inclusive long-term 

partnership to make a difference locally and globally.  We will organise a return visit in early 2020, when 

the Eden project team will visit UoB giving the opportunity to showcase our facilities, our people and our 

research and public engagement excellence.  Stay tuned for more in due course… 

Recent News from the Research Themes 

 

 

The Postdoc Pages 

PERCAT LES & EPS Career Development Competition for 2019-20 

Funding to support and enhance career development opportunities for the postdoctoral and early career 

researcher community is available. Deadline: Wednesday 18th December 2019. 

https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/university/colleges/les/percat/fellowships-and-funding.aspx 

PERCAT Information Session: Associate Fellowship of Advance HE 

Date: 23/01/2020 11am-12pm  Location: Nuffield G17. 

Are you a postdoc or ECR involved in teaching / demonstrating / tutoring / supervising students? Learn 

more about this internationally recognised award for all those involved in teaching and supervision, 

and the support available at UoB to achieve it. Deadline: Thurs 16th January 2020. 

https://www.birmingham.ac.uk/university/colleges/les/percat/events/events.aspx 
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Plant Science & Food Security 

Translating Knowledge from Model Plants to Crops 

Dr Marco Catoni and Dr Philippa Borrill were both successful in applications 

to the National Institute for Agricultural Botany to generate transgenic 

wheat plants. Dr Marco Catoni will use his wheat lines to study epigenetic 

silencing in wheat and Dr Philippa Borrill will study the function of transcription factors in abiotic stress 

tolerance and micronutrient remobilisation.   

 Xulyu Cao Trip to USA 

As part of my PhD supervised by Dr Juliet Coates and Dr Dan Gibbs, I visited Dr Siobhan 

Brady’s lab in University of California, Davis. My research investigates the roles of MYB-

family transcription factors during lateral root development (root branching) in tomato. 

During this visit, I learnt Tomato Hairy Root Transformation, a rapid method to 

generate transgenic tomato root tissues. By using this method, transgenic tissues can 

be generated within 5 weeks, which is much faster than using the traditional tissue 

culture method (~6 months). Many thanks to the Universitas 21 PhD scholarship for sponsoring my 

research trip in America. 

 

Cells & Molecules  

New Roles 

Congratulations to Dr Neil Hotchin for becoming the new Head of School and 

to Prof Rick Dunn who is warming up for his inaugural lecture on December 5th 

to celebrate his promotion to Professor of Analytical and Clinical Metabolomics. 

As fans of Tottenham Hotspur and Sheffield United, respectively, Neil and Rick 

could easily have faced each other in the Premier League, as the photo 

suggests – if only they had been born with different metabolisms! 

Recent News 

Dr Matthias Soller has secured a BBSRC grant on RNA splicing using 

Drosophila Down Syndrome Cell Adhesion Molecule as a model membrane 

protein.  Dr Pawel Grzechnik (right) and postdoctoral researcher Dr Kinga 

Winczura (left) have received funds from the RNA Society to organise the 

Midlands RNA Salon from December 5th in Biosciences. Prof Alicia Hidalgo 

was invited to speak at the Society for Neuroscience Conference in Chicago, 

USA and Lizzie Connolly, postgraduate student, gave a talk at the Cold 

Spring Harbor meeting on Neurobiology of Drosophila.   

 

Microbiology (µM)  

Globe Trotting Microbes: Invited Presentations All Around the World 

In addition to the exciting work of Luke Alderwick in China, in the Microbiology 

theme we’ve also had several researchers invited to speak at international 

conferences. This included Dr Manuel Banzhaf and Dr Patrick 

Moynihan who spoke at the Great Wall meeting at the Institute 

Pasteur Paris, a major international meeting focused on the 

bacterial cell wall. Prof Steve Busby spoke at the Lambda Lunch 

Seminar Series at the National Institutes for Health, Bethesda, Maryland, a well established 

seminar series that started in the 70’s. Dr Doug Browning was invited 

to speak at PEGS Europe 2019 in Lisbon, Portugal, a leading meeting 

on recombinant protein production and antibody engineering. Dr Andy 

Lovering (right) organized the annual EMBO YIP Microbiology meeting 

in Heidelberg Germany, and had a paper out in Nature Chemical 

Biology that was tweeted by the Health Secretary, Matt Hancock.  

Recent News from the Research Themes 
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