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Welcome
(Quick) Introduction to different types of qualitative data analysis
Principles of qualitative data analysis
Stages in the thematic analysis
Practical experience of coding, categorising and conceptualising interview data
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Introduction to different types of qualitative analysis
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Different types of qualitative analysis
Thematic 
Discourse 
Content 
Framework 
Narrative
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“Thematic analysis is a method for identifying, analysing and reporting patterns (themes) within data”
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Types of thematic-based analyses 
1. Thematic analysis (Braun & Clarke, 2006) 
2. Grounded Theory (Glaser & Strauss, 1967) 
3. Framework analysis (Ritchie & Spencer, 1994)
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Principles of qualitative data analysis
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The dilemma: Data, data, and more data!
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Exercise 
Imagine you have been given this box of assorted chocolate
 How will you sort this chocolate? 
 Now imagine the box of chocolate is an interview transcript
 How will you start analysing it?
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Stages of thematic analysis (Braun & Clarke, 2006)
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Stage 1: Immersion The researcher intensively reads or listens to material, assimilating as much of the explicit and implicit meaning as possible 
➢ Stage 2: Categorisation Systematically working through the data, assigning codes/identifying meanings within the various segments/units of the ’text’ 
➢ Stage 3: Reduction Questioning or interrogating the meanings or categories that have been developed? Are there other ways of looking at the data? Do some codes mean the same thing? 
➢ Stage 4: Thematisation Sorting through the categories. Deciding which categories are recurring and central and which are less significant or are invalid or mistaken 
➢ Stage 5: Interpretation Making sense of the data from a wider perspective. Constructing a model or using an established theory to explicate the findings of the study
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Immersion: How to ‘Read’ Data 
➢ Literally – The actual words and language used – the literal content of the data – The sequence of interaction – in the case of interviews, who speaks when? – In the case of visual data – style, layout, literal form
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Immersion: How to ‘Read’ Data 
➢ Interpretively – Constructing or documenting a version of what you think the data mean or represent – Reading through or beyond the data E.g. implicit norms or rules with which an interviewee is operating Discourses that influence people Versions or accounts of how people make sense of social phenomena
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What is coding?
Codes identify an interesting feature of the data
· Coding is part of the process of organizing data into meaningful groups, or ‘opening up’ the data
· Coding is going through each interview and attaching relevant codes to each section 
· Coding structure (or framework) is a list of all of your codes
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What is coding? (cont.) ✓ Summaries ✓ Paraphrases ✓ Associations ✓ Connections ✓ Use of language ✓ Sense of person ✓ Similarities ✓ Differences ✓ Echoes ✓ Amplifications ✓ Contradictions
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Coding as a filing cabinet…
Sorting your data 
 With other examples of the same thing 
 But YOU have to:
  Design your own filing system 
 Make decisions about what to file and where
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Coding as a filing cabinet… 
 You can put the same thing in several different codes if you are not sure
  You can keep codes big 
 You choose what size of text chunk to code
  See it as a staged process 
 New codes may occur to you throughout coding: revisit
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What does coding involve? 
 Identifying and creating codes: the purpose of this stage is to start thinking about possible codes relevant to your research topic. 
 Assigning data to the codes: the purpose of this stage is to begin to code the data. What is the data telling you?
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Deductive, inductive or both?
Link to YouTube video: Deductive and Inductive Approaches to Qualitative Coding (youtube.com)
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Key advice (Braun & Clarke, 2006) 
➢ Code for as many potential patterns as possible 
➢ Keep a little surrounding data for context 
➢ Data extracts can be coded as much or as little as relevant
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Manual or software? 
 Manual  Write notes in margin • Use highlighters • Use coloured pens • Use post-it notes  Collate manually ❑ Software (e.g. NVivo) Select text Assign code Data items automatically collated
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Example of manual coding (codes-categories-themes)
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A: I just want to get you talking about what the heart attacks meant to you and if it’s changed your life. But just to get you started, tell me a bit about how it happened.  DEREK: I've no idea whatsoever.  A: You don't remember it?  DEREK: Yes, Oh, yes. As though it were yesterday, but, I mean I were one of those people who nobody ever thought.....it was such a shock to everybody. I were one of them people who never thought it could happen, I'm a six-footer, twelve and a half stone. I were an active...at that time I were in an active job, all day every day. It were a shock.  A: A shock? Why was it such a shock?  DEREK: Why, all my family, they’ve had it, it's like hereditary type thing and that's always been. But with being on this job I always thought, well, I'm alright, you know, being fit, never fat I've always....I used to be in a steel firm and all that...I was a bit heavier then....... all my family died through it. So when it did happen...well, this is it, but when you think about it, I'm the only one what's had one but still here type thing.  A: Did it make you feel frightened, or worried, or....?  DEREK: At first, but then, I'd say no I just, you know....plod on, you know, carry on. I just don't know why it happened really.
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Worked out example based on the expert in the slide above
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Thematisation… 
➢ Read through each sections of data. 
➢ Note all the different issues raised by the coded extracts, and relevant respondents IDs… 
➢ You will have a summary of all issues. within the code and respondents IDs 
➢ How might these issues group together into broader themes? 
➢ Aim is to develop an explanation of ‘what is going on in the data’
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Slide presenting coding using NVivo programme
Slide 27 to slide 32
Examples from NVivo
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Exercise (30mins) 
1. Identify codes. 
2. Group codes (How might you merge these codes into broader categories which describe what’s going on in the data?) 
3. Start to develop initial themes. 
4. Identify more codes under each theme. 
5. Prepare a description of 2 themes you found and support with quotes
