
Violence Against Women In India 

Silent forms of domestic violence 

Violence outside the home 



Violence and Civil Society 

 

• Violence against women (and others) violates 

the premise of  civil society.  

• Democratic society must be able to devise ways 

of  controlling it. 

• Problem that crimes against women are often 

hidden. 



Crimes Against Women 

• Rape, kidnapping of  women and girls 

• Dowry deaths, giving and receiving dowry  

• Sexual harassment, molestation  

• Cruelty by husbands or relatives  

• Importation of  women and girls, prostitution, 

pornography 

• Sati (widow-burning) 

 



Crime Statistics 



Dowry Deaths in India 

• Dowry deaths are deaths that arise from women either 
committing suicide or being murdered by the groom and his 
family in their efforts to extort higher dowry payments. 

  
– There is massive under-reporting but official statistics recorded 

8,391 dowry deaths in 2010, i.e. 1.4 deaths per 100,000 women. 

– This represented a substantial increase from 6,665 dowry deaths in 
2005.  

 

• Dowry deaths are very likely the tip of  the iceberg of  
domestic violence, the reported prevalence of  which is 
estimated at 39 per cent (Kishor and Gupta 2009).  

 

 



Dowry Creates Son Preference 

• Dowry contributes to the cost of  having daughters 
relative to sons.  

• Other reasons for son preference include old age security, 
funeral rites and returns to investment in human capital. 

 

• A vast literature documents ways in which Indian families 
exercise their preference for sons through  
– differential fertility stopping (Bhalotra and van Soest 2008) 

– female foeticide (Jha 2006; Bhalotra and Cochrane 2010),  

– breastfeeding duration (Jayachandran and Kuziemko 2011) 

– immunization and nutrition (Oster 2009).  

 



Excess Female Mortality: 

Neglect and Foeticide 
• These behaviours contribute to the widely recognized excess 

mortality of  girls and women in India (Sen 1992, Sen 2003).  

• Recent estimates suggest that among the stock of  women who 
could potentially be alive today, over 25 million are “missing” 
(Anderson and Ray 2012).  

 

• There is no sign of  repair as the sex ratio at birth has been 
growing increasingly male-biased. 

• It is estimated that as many as 0.48 million girls p.a. were 
selectively aborted during 1995‐2005, which is more than the 
number of  girls born in the UK each year (Bhalotra and 
Cochrane 2010).  

 



The Code of  Crime Procedure in India 

 
• All information given to the police must be included in a written report by the police 

officer, read and signed by the informant.  

• After this “First Information Report” (FIR) has been filed, the police are required to 
investigate the crime, and maintain detailed police diaries of  the progress of  the 
investigation.  

• During such investigation, the police may question or arrest any suspects.  

• Under the habeas corpus requirements of  Indian law, all arrested persons must be 
produced before a magistrate and charged with a specific crime within 24 hours or be 
released.  

• The police must deliver to the magistrate a report which details the results of  the 
investigation, and whether the accused has been arrested and/or released on bail.  

• Based on this report, the magistrate makes a decision of  whether there are sufficient 
grounds for proceeding against the accused.  

• If  he so rules, a formal chargesheet is prepared, detailing the offence with which the 
accused is charged. If  the magistrate feels that the police report does not provide 
sufficient grounds on which to frame a charge, the case is dismissed at that point. 

• The fraction of  cases in which the magistrate upholds the charges (the 
“chargesheeting” rate) therefore reflects in part the quality of  the investigation carried 
out by the police. 



 


