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 The theories and practice of crime linkage have been the 

subject of high profile court cases.  

 Previous research on the theories couldn’t meet the needs of 

the courts due to methodological limitations. 

 An ambitious international project to pool a very large dataset 

of serial and one-off sexual offences (solved/unsolved) to test 

the validity of the theories underpinning this practice. 

 Collaborators included police and academics (psychologists 

and criminologists) from the UK, US, Canada, South Africa, 

Finland, Belgium and the Netherlands. 

http://www.crimelinkage.org/


Crime Linkage International 
Network (C-LINK) 

 Findings can be used to contribute to legal discussions 
and can inform police training and practice.  

 Ongoing and future work is broadening the original 
disciplines to include statistical experts and computer 
scientists as we move towards developing algorithms 
and tools to assist crime analyst decision-making. 

 Funded by the Leverhulme Trust and the ESRC IAA fund 

 Network continues to date and is administered jointly by 
UoB and BCU with new police members e.g., New 
Zealand Police. 



Domestic Violence Perpetrator 
Programme Evaluation 
 Evaluating the effectiveness of a domestic violence 

perpetrator programme.  

 Quantitative analysis to determine positive change on 
psychological characteristics being targeted by the 
programme and on outcomes such as police calls, 
arrests, reconviction.  

 Qualitative analysis with the facilitators and clients to 
gain their views of what worked well and what, if 
anything, could be improved. 

 Economics, psychology and social policy 

 Commissioned work by Sandwell Council 



Automatic Number Plate 
Recognition 

 Investigating the ability to use ANPR data to 
attribute unsolved sexual offences to known 
offenders and to link crimes together to form series.  
Also developing guidance around the parameters 
for data preservation.  

 Psychology, Economics 

 Practitioner partners: ANPR National Lead, ACC 
Kennedy, Metropolitan Police and the National 
Crime Agency 

 Funded by an ESRC IAA award 



THRIVE 

 Threat, Harm, Risk, Investigation, Vulnerability, 
Engagement 

 Quantitative and qualitative evaluations of the call 
triage system used by Suffolk constabulary to 
determine its strengths, weaknesses, and areas for 
improvement whether that be in practice or in 
training/support materials.  Interviewing civilian staff 
and a range of officers from all ranks. 

 Psychology and Economics 

 Funded through a research contract with Norfolk 
and Suffolk Constabularies and OPPCs 



EIA Pilot Evaluation 

 PPUs at pilot sites have been hosting a CPS lawyer in 
house to provide Early Investigative Advice for rape and 
serious sexual offences (child or adult victims).   

 Evaluating what benefits there have been following this 
intervention (e.g., outcomes of cases and the speed of 
progress for cases through the system).   

 Qualitative evaluations to seek the views of lawyers and 
police officers involved in the pilot.  

 Psychology, Economics 

 Funded by an award from the College of Policing. 



Policing On-line Sex Offenders 

 Ongoing work with WM ROCU around 

prioritising on-line sex offenders and 

understanding how police staff analyse indecent 

images of children.   

 Psychology, linguistics, computer science 

 Funded by an award from the ESRC IAA and 

then HEFCE. 


