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Professor Graeme Douglas is the head of the Disability Inclusion and Special Needs (DISN) 

department. DISN is the largest department of its kind in the UK and comprises over 25 academics 

researching and studying in the field of inclusion, SEN and disability. He is also the co-director of the 

Visual Impairment Centre for Teaching and Research (VICTAR). In that role he co-ordinates the 

research within the centre. 

 

Dr Jean Ware is currently Reader in Special Education at Bangor University, having previously been 

Director of Special Education at St Patrick’s College, Dublin.  Before moving into higher education to 

complete a PhD on provision for pupils with PMLD, she worked as a teacher of pupils with PMLD. 

She is author of several books including ‘Creating a Responsive Environment for People with 

Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties’. 

 

Dr Hazel Lawson, Associate Professor, Special and Inclusive Education, University of Exeter. She was 

originally a primary school teacher and spent 12 years teaching in schools for pupils with severe and 

profound and multiple learning difficulties, prior to working in universities. She is a co-editor of The 

Routledge Companion to Severe, Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties. 

 

Professor Jill Porter is Professor of Education at the Institute of Education, University of Reading. 

She taught in early years and special school settings prior to working in University.  She has 

undertaken a wide range of research in the field of disability and special educational needs and has 

particular interest in learners with challenging behaviour as well as expertise in teaching number to 

pupils with severe learning difficulties. 

 

Dr Lila Kossyvaki is a lecturer in Severe Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties in the 

Department of Disability, Inclusion and Special Needs (DISN) at the School of Education. Lila is a 

chartered psychologist and a SEN teacher. She has a strong interest in school and home-based 

interventions to promote social communication and play skills in children with autism and learning 

difficulties. She primarily uses participatory action research designs working in close partnerships 

with participants in real world settings. Lila has worked on a number of research projects exploring 

Technology Enhanced Learning (TEL) in children with autism. 

 



Peter Imray is a freelance trainer, advisor and writer in the area of special educational needs, whose 

current interests centre on pedagogy, curriculum and assessment relating to SLD and PMLD. Peter is 

a regular blogger on the SLD Forum and has written numerous articles for various journals. His new 

book, written with Andrew Colley and entitled Inclusion is Dead: Long Live Inclusion, is a polemic 

against the dominant inclusive ideology of a common school and/or class and/or curriculum for 

those with SLD and PMLD. It was published by Routledge in April 2017.   

 

Flo Longhorn, Principal Consultant in Multisensory and Special Education. Author of over 22 books 

currently in print. Great grandmother & beekeeper. Bredene am Zee, Belgium. 

 

Dr David Hewett has been working nationwide for more than twenty-five years as an independent 

consultant and trainer to staff in all services who work with people who have severe learning 

difficulties and/or autism.  Previously (1981-90) he was the headteacher of Harperbury Hospital 

School, Hertfordshire, where, with the team, he took part in the development of and first research 

on Intensive Interaction.  He continues to publish on Intensive Interaction and to disseminate the 

approach around the world. 


