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Programme 
 

Monday 11th April 2016 

09:30 Registration and Refreshments  

10:00 Welcome 
 

Professor Glyn Watson  
Deputy Head of the College of Social 
Sciences, University of Birmingham 

10:15 Introduction to trust-building 
How can diplomats and negotiators better develop 
empathy and trust through face-to-face encounters? 

Professor Nicholas J Wheeler 
Director, Institute for Conflict Cooperation 
and Security 

12:00 Lunch  

13:00 Third party mediation in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
What are the main functions, benefits and pitfalls of 
international mediation?  Examples drawn from over two 
decades of Israeli-Palestinian negotiations. 

Dr Asaf Siniver 
University of Birmingham 

14:30 Coffee  

14:45  The role of memory in Cyprus negotiations 
What impact does the negotiating process have on 
communities affected by conflict? Exploring the fragilities 
of mediation in the ongoing peace process in Cyprus.  

Dr Christalla Yakinthou 
University of Birmingham 

16:30 Reflections and discussion Dr Tereza Capelos 
Programme Convenor 

17:00 Wine reception  

18:00 Close  

 

Tuesday 12th April 2016 

 

09:00 Refreshments   

09:30 Communication Skills and Mediation Training 
Putting theory into practice with two days of dedicated 
mediation training. Participants will take part in role plays 
and mediation exercises drawn from real life examples of 
conflict situations.  Short exercises are based on 
community conflicts from Nigeria and South Sudan, with a 
longer simulation based on the situation in the Ogaden. 

Joan McGregor 
Independent Consultant 

17:30 Close  

  

Wednesday 13th April 2016 

 

09:00 Refreshments   

09:30 Communication Skills and Mediation Training 
Putting theory into practice with two days of dedicated 
mediation training.  Participants will take part in role plays 
and mediation exercises drawn from real life examples of 
conflict situations.  Short exercises are based on 
community conflicts from Nigeria and South Sudan, with a 
longer simulation based on the situation in the Ogaden. 

Joan McGregor 
Independent Consultant 

17:30 Close  
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                    Thursday 14th April 2016 

09:00 Refreshments   

09:30 Reflections and discussion Professor Nicholas Wheeler 
Director, ICCS 

10:00 Track 2 diplomacy and Nepal 
How can academic advisers and civil society actors engage 
with negotiations between former warring parties? Based 
on practical experience, this session will look at 
discussions around the demobilization of the Maoist 
army, and the reintegration of combatants into civilian 
life. 

Professor Paul Jackson 
University of Birmingham 

11.30 Coffee  

11:45 The role of empathy in mediation 
What are the theoretical and practical challenges to 
developing empathy in deeply adversarial contexts? 
Examples drawn from recent work in Israel and Palestine. 

Dr Naomi Head  
University of Glasgow 

13:15 Lunch  

14:15 The Future of Hebron 
A one and a half day simulation game exploring the 
deteriorating relations in Hebron. Participants will assume 
different roles across the divide in order to negotiate a 
complex set of agreements involving land rights, security 
frameworks, and border controls. 

Harvard Role Play 
 

17:15 Coffee  
17:30 Keynote: ‘Talking your Way out of Trouble – negotiations and political violence’ 

Lord Alderdice 
In various conflicts involving  governments and non-state actors around the world, John Alderdice has 
explored how to understand psychologically and engage practically with groups involved in politically-
motivated violence.  In this lecture he will talk about the importance of understanding 'large group 
psychology', the significance of leadership, the pre-negotiation process of 'talks about talks', the 
development and conduct of negotiations proper and the problems of implementation in peace 
processes. 

19:00 Wine Reception 

20:00 Close 

 

Friday 15th April 2016  

 

08:30 Refreshments   

09:00 The Future of Hebron 
International Relations negotiation role play (cont’d) 
 
 

Harvard Role Play 

12:00 Working lunch  

15:00 Simulation debrief Dr Naomi Head 
University of Glasgow 

16:00 Coffee   

16:15 Reflections and discussion Professor Nicholas J Wheeler 
Director, Institute for Conflict, Cooperation 
and Security 

17:00 Presentations and official photographs  

18:00 Close  
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