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Session 2 (11:30 – 13:00): Skills and innovation in the post-new 
economy 
 
Introduced by Prof Paul Welfens (University of Wuppertal) and Dr Marc Cowling 
(The Work Foundation) 
Chair: Dr. Rebecca Harding (The Work Foundation / London Business School) 
 
 

 Should public policies for innovation focus on high-tech industries or should R&D in 
all industries be supported? 

 What are appropriate policies for knowledge transfer from universities and other 
public research institutes to the business? 

 What is needed to import high-qualified labour? How can knowledge and skills be 
kept in the region? 

 

13.00 – 14.00: Lunch 
 

Session 3 (14:00 – 16:00): Policies for entrepreneurship 
 
Introduced by Dr. Rebecca Harding (The Work Foundation / London Business 
School) and Dr. Stefan Bergheim (Deutsche Bank Research) 
Chair: Dr. Heiko Fritz (Institute for German Studies, Birmingham) 
 

 What are the most important obstacles for starting business and how can they be 
overcome? 

 What are the most dynamic areas for entrepreneurship? 

 The problem of selection: How can officials identify promising ideas?  

 
Concluding Remarks (16.00 – 16.10) 
 
Rebecca Harding (The Work Foundation / London Business School) 
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