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Health Foundation 

Why we need to rebalance children’s services 

spending to invest in a healthier future (Oct. 2019) 

 

 

 

Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS) 

The health effects of Sure Start (June 2019) 

 

 

 

Joseph Rowntree Foundation 

The cost of the cuts: the impact on local government 

and poorer communities (March 2015) 

 

 

 

The Sutton Trust 

Stop Start: survey of children’s centres (April 2018) 

 

 

 

Locality 

More evidence of The Great British Sell Off : New 

research from the Bureau of Investigative Journalism 

shows why we need to Save our Spaces (March 2019) 

 

The Great British Sell Off : How we’re losing our vital 

publicly owned buildings and spaces. Forever. (June 

2018; see here for press release and further links) 

 

 

 

The Gardens Trust 

 

Social Sciences Citation Index 

Public space in an age of austerity 

By: Carmona, Matthew; Hanssen, Gro Sandkjaer; 

Lamm, Bettina; et al. 

URBAN DESIGN INTERNATIONAL   Volume: 24   

Issue: 4   Pages: 241-259   Published: DEC 2019 

 

The Banishment of the Poor From Public Space: 

Promoting and Contesting Neo-Liberalisation at the 

Municipal Level 

By: Brown, Kevin J. 

SOCIAL & LEGAL STUDIES, Nov. 2019 

 

Park futures: Excavating images of tomorrow's urban 

green spaces 

By: Barker, Anna; Crawford, Adam; Booth, Nathan; et 

al. 

URBAN STUDIES   

 

Join the queue: Including women's toilet needs in 

public space 

By: Greed, Clara 

SOCIOLOGICAL REVIEW   Volume: 67   Issue: 4   

Special Issue: SI   Pages: 908-926   Published: JUL 

2019 

 

Justifying and resisting public park commercialisation: 

The battle for Battersea Park 

By: Smith, Andrew 

EUROPEAN URBAN AND REGIONAL STUDIES   

Volume: 26   Issue: 2   Pages: 171-185   Published: 

APR 2019 

 

Contracting out publicness: The private management 

of the urban public realm and its implications 

By: De Magalhaes, Claudio; Trigo, Sonia Freire 

PROGRESS IN PLANNING   Volume: 115   Pages: 1-28   

Published: JUL 2017 
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Uncertain Prospects: Public parks in the age of 

austerity (Oct. 2016) 

 

 

 

Fields In Trust 

Revaluing Parks and Green Spaces: Measuring their 

economic and wellbeing value to individuals (2018) 

 

Green Space Index : Analysing Great Britain's publicly 

accessible park and green space provision. 

 

SUMMER OF PARKS: What does the evidence tell us 

and why does it matter? (May 2019) 

 

COMMENT: Prevention is better than cure (Nov. 2018) 

 

COMMENT: Creating a healthy, happy environment to 

live (Sept. 2018) 

 

POLICY: UK’s Parks and Green Spaces – The State of 

Play (July 2017) 

 

 

 

Association of Play Industries (API) 

Nowhere to Play: obesity warning as playground 

closures go into freefall (April 2017) 

 

 

 

Children’s Play Policy Forum 

Play builds children (2019) 

 

 

 

National Lottery Heritage Fund 

State of UK Public Parks 2016 

 

 

 

New Policy Institute 

Neighbourhood services and sustainable local 

government (July 2019) 

 

 

 

The Aboricultural Association 

UK Tree Officer Survey shows need for government 

action (June 2017) 

 

 

 

Ramblers  

 

 

 

Google Scholar 

The rise of the quasi-public space and its 

consequences for cities and culture (Palgrave 

Communications, Nov. 2017) 

 

Austerity urbanism: Patterns of neo-liberalisation and 

resistance in six cities of Spain and the UK 

(Environment and Planning A: Economy and Space, 

April 2017) 

 

Regimes of austerity (Social Movement Studies, Dec. 

2016) 

 

 

 

CAB Abstract 

Mosaic governance for urban green infrastructure: 

upscaling active citizenship from a local government 

perspective. (Special Issue: Urban green 

infrastructure - connecting people and nature for 

sustainable cities.) 

Buijs, A. Hansen, et al. 

Urban Forestry & Urban Greening; 2019. 40:53-62. 60 

ref. 

 

Management strategies of non-profit community sport 

facilities in an era of austerity. 

Parnell, D. May, A. Widdop, P. Cope, E. Bailey, R. 

European Sport Management Quarterly; 2019. 

19(3):312-330. 73 ref. 

 

Localism and the Big Society: the asset transfer of 

leisure centres and libraries - fighting closures or 

empowering communities? 

Findlay-King, L. Nichols, G. Forbes, D. Macfadyen, G. 

Leisure Studies; 2018. 37(2):158-170. 30 ref. 

 

'it's just a Trojan horse for gentrification': austerity 

and stadium-led regeneration. (Special Issue: 

Austerity.) 

Panton, M. Walters, G. 

International Journal of Sport Policy and Politics; 

2018. 10(1):163-183. 72 ref. 

 

Managing budget cuts in Edinburgh's sport and 

recreation services: progressive localism in a resilient 

local authority? (Special Issue: Austerity.) 

Reid, G. 

International Journal of Sport Policy and Politics; 

2018. 10(1):113-129. 96 ref. 

 

 

 

Current research projects 

Austerity and its Impact on Early Years Informal  

Learning in Disadvantaged Urban Communities 
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Paths in Crisis : Ensuring cuts don't stop you in your 

tracks 

 

Access to the West Riding’s countryside in time of 

austerity (= Ramblers Yorkshire) 

 

Protecting paths in times of austrity (= Ramblers 

Yorkshire) 

 

 

(Centre for Research in Early Childhood, Feb. 2018; 

includes link to project page with updates) 

 

A New Page? Libraries, Austerity and the Shifting 

Boundaries of Civil Society (University of Edinburgh; 

Oct. 2017) 

 

 

 

Blogs and other news 

Britain has closed almost 800 libraries since 2010, 

figures show (Guardian, Dec. 2019) 

 

Space to play? Austerity and the loss of play 

(Newcastle University, Oct. 2019) 

 

Youth services are in a state of emergency. Here’s 

how to fix them (New Statesman, Sept. 2019) 

 

Youth services ‘decimated by 69 per cent’ in less than 

a decade amid surge in knife crime, figures show 

(Independent, Sept. 2019) 

 

North York Moors National Park forced to prioritise its 

most popular routes (Northern Echo, Sept. 2019) 

 

Ramble on: the fight to save forgotten footpaths 

(Guardian, Aug. 2019) 

 

Urban commons are under siege in the age of 

austerity – here’s how to protect them (The 

Conversation, July 2019) 

 

Serious pollution on the rise amid Environment Agency 

cutbacks (Greenpeace, July 2019) 

 

Which museums to fund? Examining local government 

decision-making in austerity (Local Government 

Studies, June 2019) 

 

Revealed: The Thousands Of Public Spaces Lost To 

The Council Funding Crisis (Huffington Post, July 

2019) 

 

Intervention – “shrinking worlds: austerity and 

depression” (Antipode Foundation, March 2019) 

 

Public Spaces Are Being Sold From Under You: Why 

We’re Investigating The Local Council Funding Crisis 

(Huffington Post, March 2019) 

 

Great British sell-off: how desperate councils sold 

£9.1bn of public assets (Guardian, March 2019) 

 

No Stump City: The Contestation and Politics of Urban 

Street-Trees – A Case Study of Sheffield (People, 

Place and Policy, Feb. 2019) 
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Blame it on austerity? Examining the impetus behind 

London’s changing green space governance (People, 

Place and Policy, Feb. 2019) 

 

As a librarian I spend most of my time helping 

benefits claimants work out the Universal Credit 

system (iNews, Feb. 2019) 

 

Has England's trail system lost its way? (Cicerone, 

Feb. 2019) 

 

Agency protecting English environment reaches ‘crisis 

point’ (Guardian, Jan. 2019) 

 

Policy Review – The future of Public Parks in England: 

policy tensions in funding, management and 

governance (People, Place and Policy, Dec. 2018) 

 

Austerity and the lives of people with learning 

disabilities. A thematic synthesis of current literature 

(Disability and Society, Nov. 2018) 

 

Youth work cuts leave young people out in the cold 

(Guardian, Oct. 2018) 

 

Britain’s shared spaces are vanishing, leaving us a 

nation of cliques (Guardian, Sept. 2018) 

 

Austerity-hit councils selling off parks and public 

buildings at a rate of more than 4,000 a year, 

research finds (Independent, June 2018) 

 

Sunday Times investigation: 110,000 trees lost to 

council axemen (Sunday Times, June 2018; see a 

relating blog post here) 

 

Austerity, rationing and inequity: trends in children’s 

and young peoples’ services expenditure in England 

between 2010 and 2015 (Local Government Studies, 

Feb. 2018) 

 

'Junk play': urban adventure playgrounds hit by 

austerity (Guardian, July 2017) 

 

Revealed: the insidious creep of pseudo-public space 

in London (Guardian, July 2017) 

 

Walking paths in England and Wales are a pattern of 

feast and famine (The Guardian, Nov. 2016) 

 

Why your right to walk could fall victim to austerity 

(Yorkshire Post, Nov. 2016) 

 

Austerity cuts are eroding benefits of Sure Start 

children’s centres (BMJ, Jan. 2016) 

 

Policy for children’s play is crucial – and not just for 

better health (LSE blogs, Jan. 2016) 
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As we lose our community centres to cuts, we are 

losing our humanity as a nation (New Statesman, Nov. 

2015) 

 

Designing public space in Austerity Britain (LSE, Aug. 

2015) 

 

Child’s play? Investing in the young despite austerity 

(Policy for Play blog, June 2015) 
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