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Professor J K Heath; Miss R Keehn (President, Guild of Students); Ms 
C L McElroy; Dr N Price OBE; Dr S Sahota OBE; the Rt Rev Dr M 
Santer; Dr J S Taunque MBE; Mr R Taylor. 

 
Also present: Mrs G Ball (Acting Registrar & Secretary); Miss S J Hordern (Minute 

Secretary); Mrs H Paver (Director of Human Resources); Professor J I 
Petts (Pro-Vice-Chancellor); Professor M C Sheppard (Pro-Vice-
Chancellor / Vice-Principal elect). 

 
Apologies: Dr S Battle CBE; Ms B Blow; Dr J D Craggs; Mr R M Dancey (Deputy 

Pro-Chancellor); Mrs M C Davies; Mr D Hartnett CB; Mr D Roy; 
Professor M J H Sterling (Vice-Chancellor and Principal); Professor S 
C West.  

 
Papers: The minute book contains copies of all written papers or reports to 

which reference is made below unless indicated otherwise. 
 

_________________________ 
 
(Note:  it was confirmed that the meeting was quorate as there was a majority of lay 
members present) 
 
08/027 Appointment of the next Vice-Chancellor and Principal 

 
Considered: 
 
A report from the Joint Committee of the Council and the Senate for the 
appointment of the Vice-Chancellor and Principal (CO.08.06.01, tabled), 
containing: 
(a) a summary of the search and appointment process; 
(b) a recommendation that Professor David Eastwood, current Chief 

Executive of the Higher Education Funding Council for England, be 
appointed as the next Vice-Chancellor and Principal of the University 
of Birmingham with effect from April 2009 (precise date to be 
confirmed); 

(c) Professor Eastwood’s curriculum vitae.  
 

Received: 
 
An oral report from the Pro-Chancellor confirming that the Senate, at a 
special meeting immediately preceding the meeting of Council, had 
unanimously supported the recommended appointment of Professor David 
Eastwood as Vice-Chancellor and Principal.  



 
Reported: 
 
(a) That the dates for the retirement of the current Vice-Chancellor and 

the appointment of Professor Eastwood were yet to be confirmed, but 
it was anticipated that: 

 
(ii) a date in early - mid April would be identified for the handover 

of the Vice-Chancellor’s responsibility as Chief Accounting 
Officer, accountable to the Higher Education Funding Council 
for England; 

 
(iii) Professor Eastwood would join the University on 1 April 2009 

as the Vice-Chancellor and Principal designate until the current 
Vice-Chancellor demits his role as the Accounting Officer; 
Professor Eastwood would then become Vice-Chancellor and 
Principal in early to mid April 2009.  The final date is still be 
determined.   

 
(b) That the Acting Registrar and Secretary would shortly be writing to 

Council members to seek their formal approval, by means of 
correspondence, for the establishment of the office of Vice-Chancellor 
and Principal designate for a specified period.  

 
Resolved:  (unanimously on a show of hands)  
 
(a) That the recommendation of the Joint Committee of the Council and 

the Senate for the appointment of the Vice-Chancellor and Principal 
that Professor David Eastwood be appointed as the next Vice-
Chancellor and Principal of the University of Birmingham with effect 
from April 2009 be warmly supported and approved.  

 
(b) That the Chair and members of the Joint Committee of the Council 

and the Senate for the appointment of the Vice-Chancellor and 
Principal be warmly thanked for its management of a very rigorous 
and successful search and appointment process. 

 
Reported:   
 
(a) That, very soon after the meeting of Council, announcements 

regarding the appointment of Professor Eastwood would be made to 
the media, to all staff and students, to key external stakeholders, to 
members of the University Court and to those members of Senate and 
Council who had been unable to attend the special meetings.   

 
(b) That an occasion would be arranged at the earliest opportunity to 

allow those members of the Council who had not been directly 
involved in the appointment process to meet with Professor Eastwood.  

 
 
08/028 Date of next meeting 

 
Reported: 
 
That the next meeting of the Council would be held on 2 July 2008. 


