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1. [bookmark: _Toc218244983]Context
1.1. As a university founded on social responsibility, we are committed to addressing the sustainability and climate challenges facing our world. Through our Birmingham 2030 Sustainability goals we aim to lead by example through environmentally responsible practices, making annual gains in reducing our carbon footprint, and aiming to achieve net zero carbon for scope 1 and 2 by 2035 and overall by 2045.
1.2. We use 2020/21 as our base year for our carbon footprint and will carefully track our progress against it. There may be instances where we need to adjust our base year or re-calculate emissions for other years if we find errors in our data, make changes to our carbon accounting methods, or other changes at the University impacting our carbon footprint (e.g., a sale or purchase of a facility that existed during the base year). 
1.3. Operating with openness is a core value within our University; this policy explains how we will ensure that our carbon data and reporting is accurate, consistent and transparent.  
2. [bookmark: _Toc218244984]UN Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Protocol
2.1. We use the UN’s Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Protocol to inform our carbon emission recalculation policy, a standard recommended by the UK Government and adopted by other universities and private companies.[footnoteRef:1]   [1:  DEFRA guidance (2009): https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5a78e1df40f0b6324769ae8c/pb13309-ghg-guidance-0909011.pdf ] 

2.2. When circumstances require a change, we will recalculate emissions for our base year whenever our significance threshold is met, as outlined in paragraph 3.1. When these conditions are met, recalculation will be required for our base year because our ability to make long-term comparisons and assessments against our overall target will be affected.
2.3. For years between our base year (2020/21) and the current reporting year, whilst it is not mandatory in the GHG Protocol, we are opting to recalculate and restate our historic emissions in some instances to maintain accuracy, consistency and transparency of our data and reporting. Our rules for restating our emissions are outlined in section 4. 



3. [bookmark: _Toc218244985]Recalculation of base-year emissions
3.1.	A recalculation of the base year will be triggered if:
1) A valid recalculation scenario applies
One or more of the following circumstances occurs:
· Structural changes to the organisation have been made that involve the transfer of operational control of emissions-generating activities or operations from one company to another – for example, if a unit that was previously a separate entity was brought into UoB operational control (e.g., UoB Enterprise, or the UoB School);
· GHG emission calculation methodologies have been changed;
· An error or an accumulation of errors in the base year’s data has been corrected;
· An acquisition, merger, or sale has taken place, involving operations or facilities that existed in the base year.
· New standards and practices are introduced within the sector – for example, emissions involved in pensions and endowment is an evolving area with little guidance available to date, however this is under review. (EAUC Standardised Carbon Emissions Report Methodology, 2022).
AND
2)	The significance threshold is met
The cumulative effect of these circumstances upon our emissions total for the base year is greater than:
· 5% of base-year emissions for Scopes 1 and 2 combined, if the change relates to Scope 1 or Scope 2;
· 5% of base-year emissions for Scope 3, if the change relates to Scope 3.
3.2. If both of these conditions are met, a recalculation of our GHG emissions for the base year will be triggered. 
3.3. A materiality threshold of 5% of overall emissions is typical of recalculation policies across many sectors. We have chosen to deviate from this slightly in setting a threshold that varies according to Scope. This decision has been taken to ensure that meaningful corrections to Scopes 1 and 2 – which would rarely amount to 5% of overall emissions – are more viable.
3.4. Base-year emissions do not need to be recalculated in the following circumstances:
· Economic growth or decline – e.g., increased input or output, or the beginning or cessation of activities over which UoB has operational control;
· Outsourcing or insourcing of activities that emit GHGs;
· Operations that did not exist in the base year are acquired or sold.
3.5. If a base-year recalculation is proposed that does not meet the significance threshold of 5% by Scope but can be justified for strategic reasons, it shall be put to the University Executive Board (UEB) for consideration and may be permitted as an exception to the policy as set out in 3.1 above. An example of this might be the separation of satellite campuses in our reporting.
3.6. Where an amendment of the base year or subsequent years has been agreed, we will use 'actual' data wherever available. Where historic data is not accurate or available at all, we will use extrapolated data and report this transparently in our carbon accounting report.
[bookmark: _Toc218244986]4.	Restating our carbon emissions for years other than the base year
4.1. 	We may restate historically reported emissions to ensure that we can make a ‘like for like’ comparison of our carbon footprint over time and maintain the accuracy, consistency and transparency of our data and reporting.  
4.2.	A proposal to consider restating our previously reported data for years other than the base year will be triggered if: 
1) The base year is recalculated.
OR
2) An error or accumulation of errors that meets the significance threshold of 5% of base-year emissions by Scope has been corrected.  
[bookmark: _Toc218244987]5. 	Governance 
5.1.	Any proposed changes to our base-year emissions or to this recalculation policy will be proposed by the University’s Sustainability Steering Group for scrutiny and endorsement by the University Executive Board. 
5.2.	This policy will be reviewed annually by Sustainability Steering Group, alongside the carbon accounting reports, to ensure that the policy remains fit for purpose.
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Data and Reporting Programme Manager
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