Research in Action: Setting the
standard for GBV research
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without risks. Participating in research can cause the revictimisation of survivors through the recall of painful events
and it can put survivors at risk, if the perpetrators of violence
are still close to them.
These problems are especially present when research is
undertaken in LMICs by researchers from the Global North, as
this creates power inequalities between researchers and
participants and can lead to incomplete understandings of
participants’ local contexts and challenges.
The Ensure No ‘Grab and Go’ Extractive Research (ENGAGE)
project sought to address some of these problems by
providing a consistent and ethical framework for future
research in this field. The project, a collaboration between a UK
research team affiliated to the University of Birmingham and
practitioners working on gender issues and supporting
survivors of gender-based violence in Guatemala (Impunity
Watch), Kenya (Wangu Kanja Foundation), and Uganda
(ADOVIC), was funded through the IGI-IAS and the Global
Challenges Research Fund.

These each put the core values of openness and
transparency, truly collaborative and equal partnerships, and
participant safety and wellbeing, at the heart of the research
process.
Together, by understanding the context of each project (from
local political, historical and social contexts to individual
contexts) and promoting the ethical co-design of research
goals, the guidelines will help to prevent GBV research from
becoming an extractive or exploitative experience for those
involved in it.

