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[bookmark: _Toc244785655][bookmark: _Toc244785696]Important information
Please be aware that all modules are subject to availability.
For many of these modules, some experience of studying Theology may be required, and you should remember this when choosing your modules. If there is another module that you need to have studied before taking this, or an area you need to have evidenced previous study in, it will be stated in the module description.
Please note that at the time this document has been prepared (March 2026) the following information is provisional, and there may be minor changes between now and the beginning of 2026/27 academic year.
Please note: Forms of assessment are currently undergoing review for 2026/27, and as a result the assessment information listed within this handbook may be subject to change.
[bookmark: _Toc244785656][bookmark: _Toc244785697]Level C: First year
[bookmark: _Toc244785657][bookmark: _Toc244785698]Lived Religions in Birmingham and Beyond B (33829)
	Module code
	33829

	Level
	Level C (first year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	10

	Pre-requisites
	Students must have taken LC 33825 Lived Religions in Birmingham and Beyond A

	Assessment
	Field notebook (100% of the final module mark)



Description
In this module, students will explore the lived dimensions of religion in Birmingham and the wider region. They will examine the links between Birmingham’s complex vibrant, urban, religious and secular landscape and how this relates to the UK and world as a whole, by following growth and changes in the diverse range of religious communities of Birmingham. Through lectures, site visits, seminars, and workshops students will develop key skills for the study of lived religions.
[bookmark: _Toc244785658]

[bookmark: _Toc244785699]Political Theologies: Wealth, Race, Gender (35155)
	Module code
	35155

	Level
	Level C (first year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Assessment
	EITHER Text review (1500 words) (50%) OR Write a short political speech (300 words) and accompanying commentary and rationale (1200 words) (50%)
AND 1,500- word essay (50%)



Description
This optional first year module provides students with an opportunity to explore the ways in which theologies have understood the character and meaning of political life, including pressing contemporary issues of wealth, race and gender. Students will gain an understanding of the various ways that politics and political community are conceived theologically, and the ways that critical commentators have identified and responded to concrete threats to community formation from contemporary ideologies. A key question which students will explore is “what builds or destroys communities?” and student learning will include addressing specific issues in order to explore underpinning theoretical concerns in theological political philosophy.
[bookmark: _Toc244785659][bookmark: _Toc244785700]Level I: Second year
[bookmark: _Toc244785660][bookmark: _Toc244785701]Auschwitz in History and Memory (28668)
	Module code
	28668

	Level
	Level I (second year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Pre-requisites
	None

	Assessment
	TBC



Description
This interdisciplinary Holocaust studies module explores Auschwitz in history and memory.
Topics covered relating to KL Auschwitz include the evolution and multi-functionality of the site; the experience of non-Jews; gendered experiences; the nature of survival and resistance in KL Auschwitz; the Auschwitz Sonderkommando; perpetrators and perpetrator texts.
Study of Auschwitz in memory will focus on the ‘afterlife’ of the site, both as a physical location/memorial and as a symbol: visual representations of Auschwitz; memorialization of the site; the Auschwitz-Birkenau State Museum; Auschwitz as a site of mass/dark/Holocaust tourism, and a site of pilgrimage and (contested) sacred space.
[bookmark: _Toc244785661]

[bookmark: _Toc244785702]Gender, Sexualities and Religion (40040)
	Module code
	40040

	Level
	Level I (second year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Pre-requisites
	None

	Assessment
	2 x 2,000 words essay (50% each)



Description
This module explores the complicated and often heated relationship between LGBTQ movements, feminist movements and religion/spirituality. It investigates how social and political constructions of gender and sexuality are challenged, both by those who attempt to reform religious traditions from within and those who break away to invent new forms of spirituality. The focus will typically be on particular texts from particular religious traditions from the last fifty years. Topics include power, authority, experience, community, minorities. The module is usually divided into three textual blocs, enabling comparisons between perspectives across religious traditions, regions, and languages.
[bookmark: _Toc244785662]

[bookmark: _Toc244785703]Religions of India (40691)
	Module code
	40691

	Level
	Level I (second year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Pre-requisites
	None

	Assessment
	2 x 2000-word essay (50% each)



Description
This module will introduce students to the Hindu, Jain, Buddhist and Sikh religious traditions. It will first explore the concept of dharma in each of these Indic traditions. Students will study key beliefs and practices such as attitudes towards the afterlife, reincarnation, liberation, and concepts such as compassion and selfless service, which create the environment to understand notions of duty, doing good deeds, religious practice, and achieving fulfilment. By addressing the 'central and fundamental' beliefs and practices of each tradition, students will learn and connect the common features and differences among them. There will be a comparative focus with Indic Sufism's encounters and engagement with key concepts of these religious traditions. The module will also encourage students to see how these religions and their communities have influenced, engaged with, and adapted through encounters with, and by living in, the 'West'. It will also be the opportunity to address the question of the relevance of constructs such as \"religion\" or \"Hinduism\" to denote the phenomena that we will engage with, so as to encourage students to look beyond the Western perspectives.
[bookmark: _Toc244785663][bookmark: _Toc244785704]Level H: Final year
[bookmark: _Toc244785664][bookmark: _Toc244785705]God Beyond Borders: Building Interfaith Bridges (36088)
	Module code
	36088

	Level
	Level H (final year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Pre-requisites
	None

	Assessment
	1 x 2250 word Essay (50%) and a 1 x 2250 word Critical Reflection (50%)



Description
The meeting of religions is one of the most pressing issues that face humankind. It is a challenge for religions themselves and for theologians and philosophers who seek to formulate theories about religion. Interfaith and Interreligious encounters, collaboration and dialogue occur in a variety of ways and diverse contexts. How can we understand faith and dogma, dialogue and comparison, texts and reasoning, ethics and politics in the context of religious pluralism? How have world religions come to terms with diversity and pluralism? What are the different models that are used to account for difference and commonality?
This module will seek to address these questions onon a theological/philosophical and textual level in addition to a study of key practical, ethical and contextual issues found in the latest scholarship and practice.
Cannot normally be taken with LM Interfaith Relations and Issues.
[bookmark: _Toc244785665]

[bookmark: _Toc244785706]Psychology, Religion, and Well-being (38222)
	Module code
	38222

	Level
	Level H (final year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Pre-requisites
	None

	Assessment
	3,000 word essay or 3,000 word psychological research proposal (including introduction, hypothesis, proposed method, and predicted outcomes/conclusions) on a set topic (70%)
1500 word reflection essay on a reading (30%)



Description
This module seeks to explore links between religiosity and well-being, which are increasingly the subject of scholarly study. Students will investigate this relationship through several different lenses. This module will cover the psychological benefits of religious belief (e.g., as providing meaning, coping strategies), as well as the social functions of religion (e.g., social support). Students will investigate the psychological and health implications of religious beliefs, practices, or rituals across cultures, and investigate the importance of cultural competency in mental and physical healthcare.
[bookmark: _Toc244785666]

[bookmark: _Toc244785707]Ethics of Character (29766)
	Module code
	29766

	Level
	Level H (final year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Pre-requisites
	None

	Assessment
	1 x 4000 word essay



Description
Ideals of character occupy a central—if sometimes underrated—place in our ethical life. Some of the most important moral judgements we make revolve not simply around the things people do, but around the qualities of character they manifest. This has been reflected in a long history of philosophical and theological engagement with conceptions of character, or the virtues and the vices. This module will investigate the concept of character using a variety of perspectives and approaches, focusing chiefly on philosophical accounts of character while also introducing religious perspectives on the subject. It will explore a number of core questions, such as: What is character, and why does it matter? What constitutes good character? Do ideals of character vary across different cultural, historical and religious contexts? Are we responsible for our character? Can character be changed, and if so, how? The module will familiarise students with contemporary discussions of character while also selectively engaging historical approaches to the topic.
[bookmark: _Toc244785667]

[bookmark: _Toc244785708]Religious Feminisms (41117)
	Module code
	41117

	Level
	Level H (final year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Pre-requisites
	None

	Assessment
	1 x 4000 word essay (100%)



Description
Religious Feminisms explores feminist thought in multiple religious traditions. It builds on the well-established UoB strength in multi-religious research, which extends back to the time of Ninian Smart and John Hick in the 1960s, and updates it with a focus on feminist thought in different traditions. These feminisms often converge on issues of power, race, class, and disability. They sometimes differ on questions of authority and cultural expectations. The module delivery will vary each year, with staff availability determining which traditions are covered.
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