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[bookmark: _Toc244786289][bookmark: _Toc244786315]Important information
Please be aware that all modules are subject to availability.
For many of these modules, some experience of studying English Literature may be required, and you should remember this when choosing your modules.
Please note that at the time this document has been prepared (March 2026) the following information is provisional, and there may be minor changes between now and the beginning of 2026/27 academic year.
Please note: Forms of assessment are currently undergoing review for 2026/27, and as a result the assessment information listed within this handbook may be subject to change.
[bookmark: _Toc244786290][bookmark: _Toc244786316]Level C: First year
[bookmark: _Toc244786291][bookmark: _Toc244786317]Literary Worlds: From Riddles to Novels (42183)
	Module code
	42183

	Level
	Level C (first year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Assessment
	1x Essay and 1x Portfolio



Description
This module provides an introduction to a wide range of texts —including both prose and verse— across a broad transhistorical period. The aim is to introduce students to a spectrum of texts and genres from the earliest writing in English to the invention of the novel in the early- to mid-eighteenth century. Building on the work of 'Literary Worlds: From Revolution to Postmodernity', this module expands in depth and breadth the exploration of key aesthetic and cultural developments that shaped the development of literature during this earlier and less-familiar period. The module will be arranged in three main blocks corresponding to key historical and literary periods within the range of c. 900 to 1750.
[bookmark: _Toc244786292]

[bookmark: _Toc244786318]Approaches to Literary Cultures (42181)
	Module code
	42181

	Level
	Level C (first year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Assessment
	1x Portfolio



This module can only be taken by students who are also taking Literary Worlds: From Riddles to Novels.
It is possible to study Literary Worlds: From Riddles to Novels without studying Approaches to Literary Cultures.
Description
This module introduces students to some of the socio-cultural contexts of literary production, the 'cultural environments' that may not be immediately obvious to new scholars. Whereas 'Literary Worlds' focuses on the literary qualities of the works studied, 'Approaches to Literary Cultures' focuses on the broader social, linguistic, and cultural circumstances that gave rise to those works. The module draws on the research of scholars in the Department to begin making links between the study of literary works, the moments in which they were written, and their relevance for readers today.
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