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[bookmark: _Toc244786093]Level C: First year
[bookmark: _Toc244786094]The Making of the Medieval World, 500-1050 (41516)
	Module code
	41516

	Level
	Level C (first year)

	Semester
	1

	Credits
	20

	Assessment
	1 x 3,000-word Portfolio (100%)



Description
This module aims to introduce students to a broad range of topics from the earlier part of the Middle Ages understood as part of global history, with a focus on staff areas of particular expertise in political, social-economic, religious, cultural history and material culture. The module will include introductions to topics taught as modules in Yr 2 and 3, each framed as a question about some person or concept with which students may be familiar. Students will examine these topics through lectures and analysis of relevant primary and secondary source material, including material culture, online resources and accessible locations, to gain first-hand experience of some of the issues involved in the scholarly study of this period.


[bookmark: _Toc244786095]The History of Africa in a Global Context (41521)
	Module code
	41521

	Level
	Level C (first year)

	Semester
	1

	Credits
	20

	Assessment
	1 x 3,000-word Portfolio (100%)



Description
This module is a survey of the history of Africa and African diasporas. It introduces students to a study of Africa's deep and more recent past, highlighting migrations within, to and from the continent. The module has a broad geographical and chronological reach, locating Africa and Africans in global history. It seeks to widen students' understanding of sources and methods, and to introduce them to key concepts that will strengthen their ability to engage critically with history and memory. The modules covers a wide range of topics such as: early African urbanism, cosmopolitanism and commerce, voluntary and forced migrations, slavery and resistance, cultural exchange, religious beliefs and practices, and the nature and legacies of European imperialism. This broad, introductory survey module provides a foundation for future study of Africa and African diasporas.
[bookmark: _Toc244786096]Level I: Second year
Due to timetabling constraints, students can only pick one 20 credit LI module per Semester.
[bookmark: _Toc244785794][bookmark: _Toc244786097]Saints and Sinners: Heroes, Villains, and ‘Influencers’ in Britain and Europe, 800-1800 (40777)
	Module code
	40777

	Level
	Level I (second year)

	Semester
	1

	Credits
	20

	Assessment
	1 x 3,000-word Portfolio (100%)



Description
This innovative module delves into the rich (and often tumultuous) history of premodern Britain and Europe (c.800-1800), exploring the lives and legacies of some of the men and women who helped to shape the societies in which they lived in profound ways, simultaneously placing these individuals in context while problematising a ‘Great Man’ approach to the past. From heroic leaders and revered religious figures to infamous villains and notorious sinners, this second year option examines the complex interplay between morality, power, influence, and popular culture in the medieval and early modern worlds.
The case studies covered by the module will vary according to staff availability and research and teaching expertise, but key themes and topics include a range of political, military and religious leaders; influencers and power-brokers; and notorious criminals (case studies might include, for example, St Thomas Becket, Joan of Arc, Martin Luther, Elizabeth I, Nostradamus, Oliver Cromwell, Dick Turpin, Mary Toft). We also consider the ways in which individuals depicted in contemporary and historical narratives could be portrayed and perceived as either heroes or villains, depending on the perspective(s) of author and audience. We will engage with a variety of different historiographical approaches, as well as analysing a wide range of primary sources, including letters, diaries, histories, political and legal documents, images, and objects, to gain a nuanced understanding of their lives and legacies.
[bookmark: _Toc244785795]

[bookmark: _Toc244786098]In the Eye of the Storm: Europe and the Second World War, 1930-1960 (38259)
	Module code
	38259

	Level
	Level I (second year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Assessment
	1 x 3,000-word Portfolio (100%)



Description
This module will look at Europe in the context of history’s most devastating war. Starting with
the political and economic build up in the 1930s, it will debunk the Myth of the Blitzkrieg and
highlight that WW II was not only a total war but also a racial war of annihilation that went well
beyond the Holocaust, encompassing an ethnic reordering of vast swaths of Central and Eastern
Europe. It will show that the Allies, perhaps with the exception of the Soviets, won the war first and foremost in their factories and shipyards and not on the battlefield. Yet, we also examine how such superiority played out on the battlefield, from France to the Ukraine. The last part of the module will look at European societies after the end of the war and will try to explain how Europe was able to recover relatively quick in the shadow of the Cold War and move into the so-called ‘Golden Age’ of a new democratic and consumer society. Alongside this recovery, we also examine how the war and its memory persisted in social, political, and cultural life across Europe.
[bookmark: _Toc244785796]

[bookmark: _Toc244786099]Mass Culture and the Modern United States, 1877-1939 (38818)
	Module code
	38818

	Level
	Level I (second year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Assessment
	1 x 3,000-word Portfolio (100%)



Description
This module traces the rise of a national popular culture in the United States from the end of Reconstruction to the start of the Second World War. It examines the ways individuals, groups, corporations, and government agencies influenced American life and culture. The module looks at some of the key debates that have shaped the field (highbrow v. lowbrow, performers v. audiences, and market forces v. artists) and pays close attention to the role of race, ethnicity, gender, and class in shaping American culture. In the half-century after 1877 the combination of mass industry, immigration, and culture forged a new understanding of what it meant to be an American. Within this cultural landscape Americans and recently arrived immigrants (re)defined and produced the modern United States. Topics may include: vaudeville, World's Fairs, ragtime and jazz, the 'lost generation,' flappers, and the cultural front.
[bookmark: _Toc244785797]

[bookmark: _Toc244786100]Society in the Viking World (38268)
	Module code
	38268

	Level
	Level I (second year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Assessment
	1 x 3,000-word Portfolio (100%)



Description
This module aims to examine the ‘Viking phenomenon’ in as broader sense as possible. We will start by looking at Scandinavian society on the eve of what is often referred to as the Viking Age. We will consider when and why ‘viking’ activity began. Beyond that we will look at a series of different regions to examine what the effects of interactions with Scandinavians were on those regions. This means we do look at the ‘headlines’ produced by the narrative accounts of raiding and politicking but as much or more of our focus is on settlement and interactions of migrants and existing populations, or, in the case of some places, on societies founded from scratch. We look at eastern Europe (the Rus), western mainland Europe, Britain and Ireland, and the North Atlantic (Iceland, Greenland and North America).
[bookmark: _Toc244785798][bookmark: _Toc244786101]Level H: Final year
[bookmark: _Toc244785799][bookmark: _Toc244786102]Britain and her Soldiers: Society and the Army from the First World War to Afghanistan (38800)
	Module code
	38800

	Level
	Level H (final year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Assessment
	1 x 3,000-word Portfolio (100%)



Description
Studying the history of the relationship between Britain and her soldiers since 1900 allows us to trace the development and impact of one of the country's central institutions, and to explore the clash between old and new that characterises much of Britain's modern history in microcosm. We focus in particular on five main questions:
1) What roles did the Army fill?
2) Who served?
3) Why did they do so?
4) How did society's attitudes to the Army evolve?
5) how did the Army affect British society and culture?
Official documents and newspapers; personal letters and diaries; poetry, movies and pop music: all will help us uncover the political, social, cultural and human stories of the men and women from all over the world who served in the land forces of the Crown and thus let us explore the modern history of Britain at home and in the world.
[bookmark: _Toc244785800]

[bookmark: _Toc244786103]Empire, Equality and Environment: Modern France, 1870 to 2020 (41111)
	Module code
	41111

	Level
	Level H (final year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Assessment
	1 x 3,000-word Portfolio (100%)



Description
This option explores the political, social and cultural history of modern France since the late nineteenth century through one its most iconic characteristics: food and farming. We will begin with an anthropological exploration of some classic sites of the French 'empire of taste', such as the baguette or wine. We then look at ways in which the culture and politics of food have contributed to different ideas of what France is or should be: a sprawling colonial empire reliant on the crops grown within its boundaries, a Republic premised on specific forms of political freedom and economic equality, a cultural 'melting pot' in which rice or couscous symbolised fragile dreams of inclusive citizenship or anti-imperial resistance, a geopolitical player that championed EU agricultural policies but also nurtured environmental social movements and specific conservationist understandings of nature. Overall, the option delivers a deep history of modern France as it shaped and was shaped by food in all its forms.
[bookmark: _Toc244785801]

[bookmark: _Toc244786104]Gross Indecency to Gay Marriage? Gender and Sexual Minorities 1885 to the Present (38746)
	Module code
	38746

	Level
	Level H (final year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Assessment
	1 x 3,000-word Portfolio (100%)



Description
The one duty we owe to history is to rewrite it,” wrote Oscar Wilde in 1891. Less than a decade later, the Irish poet and playwright was dead, having never recovered from his prison term for gross indecency with men. This module takes up Wilde’s challenge and explores the queer history of modern Britain. Beginning in 1885, when the Labouchère Amendment made gross indecency a crime, the module traces the emergence of queer identities and practices from sexological debates and criminal codes. It covers the politics of gay activism in the 1970s and 1980s and the development of modern identity categories, often grouped in the acronym LGBTQI+ (lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, intersex), and protected by the 2010 Equalities Act. Defining ‘Britain’ broadly, we will ask how empire and colonialism shaped queer historical experience, and we will explore the intersections of race, class, and gender within the worlds of sexual and gender minorities. Queer history challenges us to read between the lines and to unsettle established categories. Ultimately, we will ask how the tools and methods of queer studies can help us to rewrite the history of modern Britain.
[bookmark: _Toc244785802]

[bookmark: _Toc244786105]History of Technology and Culture in the United States (39903)
	Module code
	39903

	Level
	Level H (final year)

	Semester
	2

	Credits
	20

	Assessment
	1 x 3,000-word Portfolio (100%)



Description
This module examines the history of technological change and innovation in the United States from the eighteenth century to the start of the twenty-first. It calls into question standard narratives of American technological progress and determinism by focussing on the often-contentious relationship between technology, culture, and society. The module emphasises the ways humans shape and are shaped by technological systems to explore how ideologies of power and difference such as race, class, gender, sexuality, and ability have defined the history of the United States. Students will read and mobilise theories of technology and technological change to understand a diversity of perspectives and reveal new insights on the history of technology. Topics may include: indigenous technologies, technology and enslavement, the factory system, transportation technologies, mass production, the space race, computing systems, the Internet and social media.
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